A-aTET
ANVIKSA

RESEARCH JOURNAL
THE DEPARTMENT OF SANSKRIT



ISSN: 0587-1646

=TT
ANVIKSA

RESEARCH JOURNAL
THE DEPARTMENT OF SANSKRIT
[PEER REVIEWED JOURNAL]

VOLUME XLVI
PART I

MAHAMAHOPADHYAY PROF. SITANATH GOSWAMI
COMMEMORATION VOLUME

GENERAL EDITOR
PROF. ASHOK KUMAR MAHATA

JADAVPUR UNIVERSITY

KOLKATA 700 032
DECEMBER 2024



EDITORIAL BOARD
PROF. ASHOK KUMAR MAHATA (GENERAL EDITOR)
PROF. SARBANI GANGULI
PROF. SANJIT KUMAR SADHUKHAN
PROF. TAPAN SANKAR BHATTACHARYYA

PROF. KAKALI GHOSH

PROF. SHIULI BASU
DR. DEBDAS MANDAL
DR. CHINMAY MANDAL

PRICE- RS. 600.00

PUBLISHED BY REGISTRAR, JADAVPUR UNIVERSITY, KOLKATA 700 032
&
PRINTED BY COGNITION PUBLICATIONS, WEST SAPTAGRAM,
BISHARPARA, BIRATI, KOLKATA-700051, INDIA

Anviksa Website Link: https://jusanskritjournal.in/




_

%meMW @D;g/ itanath gaéwm

(01.07. 1930 - 12. 10.2022)



TS TYiore
TRINCRANGT T Areiie (MFN T2

ST 2RI
e et e e 7% (@

<y

OISR TRCACR Te oS |
IS A RAGFTHEF FF-S U |1
U e elfersiie aprba |
T O ISR ASCE (5F-CHIAC | |

OIF AN NS THPIE BT |

It YN, BCG TR W= owe A= | |

Tofrl-wiaa f]vifae Seseaa i
TG PRI et A Al SCgaT

e =g of, Ao fofy amwaey
& SFF (s*F SRR FOANTSM
PTG TG * AT fee wifo |
fgferigerars i taaeeafs |

TR I
Aege e, amasE fegfme
& «0OFe, WX

T @ ALY: ACHE FAR NS



JADAVPUR UNIVERSITY

KOLKATA-700 032, INDIA
Telephone : 2414-6115

grIdaReR@man

FHAIITI-9000903,TIIATG
(PR 2 3838-43 30

GENERAL EDITOR'S NOTE

Sanskrit is not old and abandoned, but it is contemporary and time befitting for the
people of India. It differentiates our motherland from other countries of the world.
Tolerance, generosity and non-violence grow under the umbrella of Sanskrit. We
emphasize on publication of articles along with the learning and teaching of Sanskrit
as well as Indology. It is our modest effort to give thrust to the young scholars in the
area of pedagogy.

We are extremely happy to announce that the present volume of Anviksa (XLVI, Part
1), the annual journal of the Department of Sanskrit, Jadavpur University is dedicated
to Mahamahopadhyaya Sitanath Goswami, Veda-Vedanta-Vyakaranatirtha. Prof.
Goswami is regarded as a doyen in the world of Sanskrit for his outstanding
contribution in this academic arena. He spent almost 34 years in teaching in the
Department of Sanskrit in Jadavpur University, Kolkata. This issue will be treated as
Professor Sitanath Goswami Commemoration Volume.

The present volume consists of 30 research articles dealing with various aspects of
Sanskrit literature. Among these, an article authored by Prof. Sitanath Goswami has
been collected from the previous issue of Anviksa (Vol. 4 Part II & Vol. 5 Part I,
March 1970) and placed here. Some of the articles have been contributed by the senior
faculty members of various institutions. A sufficient number of young scholars of
Sanskrit and allied disciplines have contributed their articles. Their articles have been
checked thoroughly by the members of editorial board which are being published in
this volume. But as we believe in the freedom of expression, so differences in opinion
have not been interrupted. Therefore, we would like to distinctly convey that only the
contributors are responsible for their own viewpoint and opinion.

We convey our cordial respect and sincere gratitude to the senior faculty members of
various institutions for their contribution in this academic field. Heartfelt thanks are
due to the young scholars for their endeavour here. We expect constructive criticism
and support from the end of learned readers of our journal.

December 24, 2024

Anhdk ¥, pahate

Dr. Ashok Kumar Mahata
Professor & Head
Department of Sanskrit,
Jadavpur University

Kolkata- 700 032
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SECTION A



OBITUARY OF PROFESSOR SITANATH GOSWAMI
(01/07/1930 - 12/10/2022)
ASHOK KUMAR MAHATA

Whenever we used to bow down to the feet of that very gentleman dressed in white
Dhoti and Punjabi, it felt like we could see the reflection of our faces in his shiny and
polished black shoes. The pointers of timepiece seemed to move according to his
entry and exit in the classroom. It was contrary to his nature to bring a book or a paper
or a single note in the classroom. He was known as SG Sir to his students. He was
Prof. Sitanath Goswami, M.A. (Gold Medalist), D. Phil, Veda-Vedanta-
Vyakaranatirtha, Professor of Sanskrit, Jadavpur University. Consequently, he was
conferred Presidential Award and Mahamahopadhyaya degree as well. But these facts
are not sufficient enough to know the range of expertise of the person. The students
who used to be present in his classes were fortunate to comprehend the unfathomable
depth of his pedantry.

I became acquainted with the name of Prof. Sitanath Goswami, when I was a student
of BA (Honours in Sanskrit) class through the textbook I$opanisad edited by him. To
me, it was mere the addition of a name in the list of the authors of Sanskrit books like
Ashoknath Shastri, Ramendramohan Bose, Niranjanswarup Brahmachari etc. But
when I came to know his fame from my teacher Dr. Basudeb Karmakar, I became
eager to take admission in Jadavpur University so that I can learn from him.
Consequently, I came to know the range of scholarship of Prof. Goswami from Dr.
Subhra Bagchi, wife of Dr. Karmakar. Both of them were outstanding students of
Sanskrit in Jadavpur University and prosecuted their research work under the
supervision of Dr. Goswami.

I consider myself to be fortunate enough as I was one of the students of the last batch
of MA course taught by Prof. Goswami in his teaching life in Jadavpur University. I
vividly remember those golden days of my student life. Prof. Goswami used to bring
a piece of paper containing a typed list of students to record their attendance. The
number of students was so meagre at that time; that all the names would easily fit in
one piece of paper. He would never call the roll numbers, instead he used to call the
students by their first names. We loved this process because we got pleasure to hear
our own names from the mouth of our respected teacher. It makes me extremely happy
realizing he has called out my name every single day he took our class. Other than
that, whenever he has mentioned my name, I consider those instances to be excess
blessings for me than I deserve.

SG Sir used to teach Smjia Prakarana of Siddhanta Kaumudt and a few hymns from
the Yajurveda in our class. There was no scope of being inattentive in his classes as
the prescribed piece for reading became inevitably very attractive for the quality of
his teaching. Moreover, he used to cast a glance at everyone so sharply that we had
no idea of how to escape from his eyes. Additionally, he used to test us every day,
whether we are prepared or not. Therefore, no one could be absent in his class any
day. So, any kind of excuse like illness, elder sister’s marriage or visiting country
house etc. as the reason of one’s absence were not heard in his class.
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Prof Goswami used different kinds of hand gestures while teaching, which made his
lessons more comprehensible. He used to ask the students to not to take any kind of
notes. Rather, he emphasized on listening and understanding his lectures. After the
completion of his lecture, he used to clean the blackboard so that the next professor
taking our class does not have any problem to teach. If anyone interrupted his lecture
by asking any questions, he used to say, “Please let me conclude and wait until I finish
speaking. When I am done talking, you will notice that you no longer have any
queries.” This forecast turned into reality at the end of his class. But he used to make
students so inquisitive about scripture that he made them eager to ask doubts regarding
topics that were not a part of the syllabus. Hence, even after the class, the students
used to continue to ask questions and follow him to his chamber. Our classroom was
situated at the end of the balcony, while his room was at the opposite end near the
staircase. Students used to make a good use of the time required to go from one end
of the balcony to the other by asking their doubts. One of my friends, Bamapada
Bhattacharyya (my bosom friend, my roommate in hostel and a student of the same
specialization as me) was an outstanding questioner. He had quite a number of
questions to ask. Another friend of mine, Sandip Chattopadhyay had witty questions.
Me on the other hand used to did not have much questions, rather I was more interested
in listening to the answers of the doubts of my friends.

SG Sir used to make utmost preparation before coming to take any class. He used to
advise his students to always be prepared before taking classes when they become
teachers. It was rare for him to forget anything while teaching. I only remember one
instance when he said, “I can’t remember this, but I will surely be able to recall it after
a few moments.” To our surprise, we saw him remembering what he forgot. He used
to mention the name of some of his Professors like Prof. Satkari Mukhopadhyay,
Mahamahopadhyay Yogendranath Bagchi Samkhya-Vedantatirtha, Prof. Kshitish
Chandra Chattopadhyay etc.

Not only in the classroom but even while delivering a lecture in a seminar, he never
used any notes. He used to speak in Sanskrit, English or Bengali accordingly to the
audience. He was also an expert in Hindi, Odiya and Assamese languages. His oration
used to be so magical that after the seminar, people from the audience used to surround
him with their questions forgetting about the other speakers of the seminar.

I came to know about his connections with Bharat Sevashram Sangha from Prof.
Himangshu Narayan Chakraborty. Prof. Goswami used to go to their branches in
Ballygunge in every Saturday and Garia every Sunday to deliver his lectures.
Bamapada and I used to visit these places as well so that we could listen to his
speeches. I was more eager to attend his lectures in the Garia branch as the topic of
his lecture was Kathopanisad. After the lecture session, we used to return by the same
bus with Sir. While returning from Ballygunge, he used to get down from the bus at
Selimpur. We used to get down after two stops at Bengal Lamp. Again while returning
from Garia, we used to get down at Bengal Lamp to head towards New PG cum RS
Hostel and Sir used to get down at Selimpur. Every time he used to pay for our tickets.

When we were in the second year of our post-graduation course, he took us to Puri
for our excursion. It was undoubtably a memorable experience for us. We stayed in
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the guest house of Bharat Sevashram Sangha. In the morning, he took us to the sea for
bathing and then in the afternoon we went to the temple. He showed us the fingerprints
of Mahaprabhu in a pillar in the Sri Jagannath Temple. After that he took us to visit
Mahaprabhu’s abode Gambhira, Siddhabakul, the cemetery of Haridas Thakur,
Gaudiya Math, Shankaracharya’s Math etc. Sir made us meet the then Shankaracharya
of Puri, Niranjantirtha. Although Shankaracharya permitted the entry of the male
students to the temple, he did not give his permission to the female students to enter
the temple. Sir then made the decision of not entering the temple for male students as
well. We saw the statue of Adi Shankaracharya from outside the temple. While our
stay in Puri, he took us to visit Sri Jagannath Sanskrit Visvavidyalaya, Kendriya
Sanskrit Vidyapitha and Veda Vidyalaya as well.

I'am a blessed student of Prof. Goswami that I have the chance to compose his obituary
in this volume of Anviksa. In this regard, I offer my homage to the holy feet of my
revered teacher Prof. Sitanath Goswami.

[Biography in brief: Professor Sitanath Goswami was born on July 1, 1930 in
Nabadwip, Nadia. His father, Pandit Ananda Gopal Goswami was the Headmaster of
Nabadwip Bakultala High School. Prof. Goswami is the eleventh descendant of the
brother of Bishnupriya (wife of Sri Chaitanyadeva). He completed his MA in Sanskrit
in first class first in 1951. After that he joined the Department of Sanskrit, Jadavpur
University in 1956. He was promoted to the posts of Reader and Professor in 1961
and 1974 respectively. He had retired in 1990 from his workplace Jadavpur
University. He was conferred Presidential Award for his contribution in Sanskrit on
15" August, 2001. Professor Goswami was a celibate throughout the whole of his life.
So, he became actively engaged only in the of pursuit of knowledge. Almost 40
scholars were awarded PhD degree under his supervision. Prof. Goswami passes away
on 12t October, 2022.

Works: ISopanisad; Kenopanisad; Rksamhita; Tattvasandarbha; Kathopanisad;
Vedantadar§ane Paramarthatattva; Bharate Goraksa; Svamijir Hindurastracinta;
Bhasvati Gayatri; Upanisader Aloke Svami Pranavananda; Bartamanabharatam;
Pracyapascattyam; Itihasapurana-bhavana; Dar§ana-bhavana, Advaita-bhavana;
Vividha-bhavana 1; Betar Bhavana; Vividha-bhavana 2; Adhyasa-bhavana or
Adhyasa-bhasya; Gita-bhavana.

Source: Lecture of Swami Suparnananda Maharaj at Ramakrishna Mission Institute
of Culture on November 5, 2022]



IS AGNI A PORTMANTEAU WORD?*
SITANATH GOSWAMI

About the derivation of a word (naman) there exist two different views. The view
subscribed by most of the authors of Nirukta is that each and every naman must
have a derivation i.e. words originate from roots or akhyatas. The second view held
by most of the grammarians is that there are some words which do not admit of any
derivation.! It may be noted here that as a class grammarians or Nairuktas do not
hold a particular opinion since Sakatadyana, a gram-marian, shares opinion with the
Nairuktas who are in favour of compulsory derivation of a word from roots and
since again Gargya, being a follower of Nirukta, adheres to the view expressed by
most of the grammarians. However, the difference of the two views lies in the fact
that whereas the Nairuktas derive each and every word from a root or roots, the
grammarians, on the other hand, recognize some exceptions where the words do not
come from roots and those words are considered to be indivisible underivable single
units (akhanda, avyutpanna).

In the view of compulsory derivation a problem is often posed as to the derivation of
some peculiar words of which there is no apparent, rather apprehensible, division
into root and suffix. The words karaka, haraka etc., are easily derived as Nkr-nvul,
\hr-nvul ete. but the words pravina, udara etc. cannot be similarly treated since the
analysis as prakrstah vindyam' is not applicable in usages as pravino vyakarne' etc.
or the derivation as 'udgatah arah yasmat sah' cannot be taken literally in the
expression ‘udarah purusah'. To clarify it: A person is literally pradina when he has
practised a lot with that instrument and thus a man can be said to be pradina only
with reference to the musical science. Similarly, when a horse runs properly
according to the desire of the charioteer, he is not beaten and the cane is kept apart
without using it. But how can a person be said to be udara? The answer is that when
a person understands the need of the suitor and donates even before his prayer, he is
called udara. In both the cases referred to above there is some similarity in meaning
due to which the said expressions are used in different context. The followers of
Nirukta hold that this similarity may also be of a syllable or of a lone consonant too.2
Instance of similarity in a syllable is aknopana and agni. In both the words there is
the initial syllable 'a'; aknopana means something that does not make viscid or rather
dries up and agni too does this. So the word agni is to be derived from aknopana.

Now comes the third alternative of similarity in consonant or varnasamanya. The
present paper deals directly with such a deriva-tion of the word agni. Without going
into the details of the five derivations presented by Yaska we may directly come to
the fifth one which was originally propounded by Sakapini, an author of a Nirukta-
work. According to him the word agni should be derived from three roots. He has
proposed the two sets of derivations— (i) 7, arij & ni and (ii) i, dah & ni. In the former
set we have the word ayana from the root Vi, the word akta from Vasj and also the
root Vni. Now from ayana is taken ‘a’; from akta by a slight change from first letter
‘k” to third letter ‘g’ we get ‘g’ and the root \nf is slightly changed into ni. Thus by
addition of a, g, and ni comes the word agni. As an alternative to this Sakapini says
that 'g’ in agni may be taken from dagdha coming from the root Vdah. In this second

4
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set the two other portions viz., a & ni are just the same as in the first set.® It seems
that portmanteau words were in existence in those early days of Sakapini and
Yaska. Whenever such derivations are presented before persons of modern age a sort
of dissatisfaction and derisive laughter is noticed; but none should forget that in
spite of the strange-ness of such derivations linguists of all age have accepted them.
A study of the various languages will bear out the justifiability of such derivation.

In order to ascertain the nature of the portmanteau word agni I propose to classify
the portmanteau words into the following groups —

(i) Combination of two curtailed words formed by adding the beginning of one and
the end of the other.

breakfast lunch>brunch
cotton terylene>cotlene

(i1) Combination of two words of which none is curtailed but the common element
of the two is not repeated. This is a case of haplology.

camel leopard>cameleopard

cinema matine'e>cinematine'e

Skt. Krishna nagar>Eng. rendering of the name of the above city is
Krishnagar.

(iii) Combination of two words of which both are curtailed butthe common element
of the two is not repeated; rather this common element suggests where the two
words are to be curtailed.

transfer resistor>transistor
motorists hotel>motel
Constituent Assembly>Consembly

(iv) Combination of two words of which both are curtailed but a portion of one word
is placed in between the two curtailed portions of the other word.

slimy lithe>sli+th+y>slithy

sport chuckle>ch+ort+le>chortle

(v) Combination of two or more words of which the initial one or two (sometimes
more) letters are joined and a new word is created.

United Nations Organization>UNO

Similarly NATO, UNESCO, NEFA etc. Such words are generally written with block
capitals but now-a-days the tendency is to write as Uno etc.

Innumerable words are being formed daily by using this device.

Jadavpur University Teachers' Association>JUTA
University Grants Commission > UGC

All India Oriental Conference>AIOC

Devkaran Nanji Banking Corporation Ltd>Dena Bank

For facility of pronunciation or for easy apprehension of meaning sometimes two or
more letters are taken from a word(s).
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Radio detection and ranging>Radar (for pronunciation)
terylene cotton>terycot (for meaning)
Hydro electric>Hydel (do)

Sometimes unimportant words are dropped ie. no letter from that word is taken in
the newly-formed word.

West Bengal College [and] University Teachers' Association>WBCUTA
Patiala [and] East Punjab States' Union>Pepsu

(A portion of Punjab State of Bharat was known as Pepsu immediately after
independence.)

On many occasions this process is resorted to for the formationof a nemonic
expression.

Violet Indigo Blue Green Yellow Orange Red>Vibgyor
Similarly in Bengali for

@l e QETf F9e 25w I A we have (@EAPTREE,

All of us understand the meaning of the expression 'Water is cotless' which signifies
Water is colourless, odourless and tasteless.

(vi) When the horses of one chariot run away and the other chariot is burnt away but
the horses remain, then the horses of one chariot may be joined with the other
chariot and the purpose of travelling may be served in sequence. This is known as
TSR, We may also recall 97 37911 so famous in the philosophical Texts.

Here is another instance of such =& or dictum. Two damaged British Cruisers—
Zulu and Nubian— were combined by the assemblage of the two different portions of
the two cruisers and they, after the assemblage, came to be known as Zubian.

Compare in this connection the jocular expression Oxbridge or Camford formed by
the combination of the names of the two Universities— Oxford and Cambridge.

Sometimes riddles are framed by joining the curtailed portions of words or quarters
of a verse. There is an interesting semi-historical riddle of this type. It is said that
Sanatana Gosvamin had an evil design to acquire a plot of land of a brahmana who
approached Riipa Gosvamin for remedy. Riipa wrote the following eight syllables &
& T 319 T which were understood by Sanatana by proper expansion as given
hereunder-

g e g
T F T T |
sftr forferer gpeeer wr: ot
T fed ST |

"Where has gone the Mathura city of the king of Yadus, where has also gone the
Ayodhya city of the lord of Raghus i.e. of Ramacandra? Considering this you should
restrain your mind and know it for certain that the world is not real." Reportedly
Sanatana gave up his evil desire by following the implication of the above sloka.

We have dilated much upon the types of portmanteau words and/or curtailed words
and expressions. The point at issue is whether the admission of a portmanteau word
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as agni is justified. If so, how can this word be formed from curtailed words
originating from roots? As it has been held earlier Sakapiini has suggested that the
word agni is formed by the combination of the letters taken from each of the words-

(i) ayana (<Vi), dagdha (< Vdah), ni (<\ni)>agni
(ii) ayana (<\i), akta (<asij), ni (Vni)>agni (Prehaps by euphonic combination
k becomes g).

In view of many words existing in Vedic and classical Sanskrit it seems quite
justified that the word agni He derived from three words or three roots. A living
language always go on creating new words.

The portmanteau words referred to above may be deemed signs of the progressive
and living character of the language concerned. Here are some instances—

Vedic— antikattama>antama (cf. Var. under Pan. 6.4.149)
antikattama>antitama (do)
Classical— sragvin+istha>srajistha (cf. Pan. 5.3.65)
balavat+tistha>balistha (do)
svaminah bhrata §vasura iva>bhratr§vasura>Beng. bhasura

[Note-It means ‘elder brother of husband who is to be respected like the father-in-
law.” In the Vedic language and in the two Great Epics devara means both the
younger and elder brothers of husband.]

There are innumerable examples of the loss of the final vowel of a word in Sanskrit.
cf. 7@afa = (Pan. 6.4.148), ¥ frrmreem @t 7 9emm: (Pan. 6.4.149), © dmissz s (Pan.
6.4.147). There are other rules too. cf. Pan. 6.4.150-155.

Some examples from Greek language may be cited. Dr. K. C. Chatterji D. Litt. has
shown that the Greek word bathos, meaning depth or height, was derived from b4,
to go, the, to make and es, to be. Similarly, the Greek verbal form luthésomai (1st
sing. future formed from the passive stem in thé-n of lu, to loose) was analysed into
(i) the root lu, to loose, (ii) th, the relic of the of fithemi, (iii) é representing ja, 'to go'
found in eimi, (iv) so from esomai, the substantive verb, (v) mai representing an
oblique case of the pronoun of the Ist person. This combination of five elements
signifies ‘there will be (so) a going (€) to make (t4) me (mai) loose (lu).*

Yaska has shown many instances from Vedic and Classical lan-guage where initial,
medial or final letter or letters (both vowel and consonant) have been dropped.’
Sometimes one letter has been changed irregularly to another or there has been a
metamorphosis, metathesis or augment in order to create a new word.

Elision of an initial letter—
\as-tas>stas (3rd person dual of \as, adadi)
Elision of a final letter—
\gam-tva>gatva (final letter m of Vgam elided)
Elision of a medial letter—
\gam (perfect) — us>jagam-us >jagmus
Irregular change—
gudha+atma>gidhotma
(The expected form in such euphonic combination is giudhatma)
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Metamorphosis— rajan-s (1st case-ending sing.)>raja (a changed into &)
Metathesis— \/s_rj—u>sarj—u>rasj—u>m]ju

\kas-ita>kasita (in fem. G added)>sikata
Augment— \has-a>ha-m-s-a>hamsa

Compare the verse appearing in Siddhantakaumudi under 1034, Pan. 6.3.109—

g FuiHTEE: fE SvifereR |
TEITHT oIt AT, THEH |

In view of the above usages in English, Sanskrit and other lan-guages it seems that
the derivation of the word agni as proposed by Sakapini is quite cogent and the
charge of absurdity falls through.
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THE ANCIENT INDIAN DHARMASHASTRAS: A
REPERTOIRE OF GEMS OF INDIC KNOWLEDGE

TAPATI MUKHOPADHYAY

Amidst the chanting of sonorous Vedic hymns in the serene surrounding of the
hermitages, blossomed Indian civilization, embodying in its hymns gems of Indic
knowledge in their embryonic form, encompassing thereby the concept of monism,
attempt to explore mystery of creation, marvels of cosmic world and above all
consciousness about the environment and its conservation with ample seriousness.
Though basically polytheistic in nature, the Vedas contain seeds of monism —

ekam sat vipra bahudha vadanti// (Rgveda 1/164/46)

— an idea which found its most mature expression in the later Upanishads.

Despite the elevated status of the Vedas as the first and foremost authority of
Dharma i.e., the code of conduct —

vedo dharmamiilam (Gautama Dharmasatra 1/1)
upadistah Dharmah prativedam (Baudhayana Dharmasiitra 1/1),

the fact remains that with the progress of civilization in various phases, the Vedas
failed to cater to the requirement of the changing society and to fill up the lacuna,
there emerged the Dharmashastra, based strictly on the Vedas —

smartah dvitiyah/ (Gautama 1/2)

Now against a backdrop where the efficacy and relevance of the Dharmashastras in
contemporary perspective has been seriously challenged and the shastric texts had
been dumped as bundles of contradiction, emphasizing simply meaningless rituals
which have hardly any relevance in the present jet-set globalised world and at the
same time thoroughly unacceptable because of the unsympathetic treatment meted
out to women and lower castes, the fact remains that the Dharmashastras had much
to contribute even today. They are the repertoire of ancient Indian juridical laws
which were emulated even by British rulers as a means to effectually implement
good governance. Equally interesting is the point that these Dharmashastras were
finally followed in framing the judicial structure in the post-independence Indian
scenario. That apart, the pragmatic approach which the Dharmashastras adopted in
formulating rules of law for maintaining hygiene, for the protection of environment,
the profound knowledge demonstrated about the branches of knowledge like plant
science, and above all, the moral and ethical principles, adherence to which make
life worth-living, can still act as torch-bearer in the present strife-torn, violence-
marred world.

Now what is precisely meant by the term Dharma? Dharma has no precise
equivalent synonym in English language. It’s significance cannot be explained with
the term ‘religion’. In our ancient Indian system of thought, Dharma is all-pervasive
term. Derived from the root dhr, meaning to hold or to support, the term ‘Dharma’
stands for ordinance or usage in the Rgveda (1/22/18, 4/26/6, 8/43/24). Significantly
enough, the Chandogya Upanishad used the term, denoting code of conduct, to be

9
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followed by an individual in various phases of his life (2/23). As a matter of fact, the
term Dharma which has undergone several transformations of meaning in various
phases of Indian civilization, stands for codified principles, slated to act as regulator
of the general milieu, guided by social structure with four varpas and four asramas
i.e., stages of life embedded in it.

However, the most specific definition of Dharma has been framed by our most
illustrious Dharmashastra writer Manu himself when he said that the rule of law,
followed by the virtuous men in accordance with their conscience, while discarding
hatred and malice, may be termed as Dharma.

vidvadvih sevitah sadbhih nityamadvesaragibih/
hrdayenabhyanujiatah yo dharmastam nibodhatah// (Manu 2/1)

Now what is Shastra? Etymologically meaning precept, rules, manual, compendium,
book or treatise, the word Shastra in Indian context stands for specified sacred
knowledge, regulating life. As such, the comprehensive meaning of the term
Dharmashastras signifies in Indian knowledge system a precise code of rule with
outstanding religio-legal content, which governs and regulates life of general milieu
towards a lifestyle, marked by honesty and nobility.

It is a fact that the earlier Dharmasiitras, representing the last phase of Vedic
literature, constitute the kernel of ancient Indian jurisprudence, but basically religion
and morality-centric, their principal emphasis is more on guiding principles, slated
to assist people to lead a morally and ethically satisfied life than on law and
jurisprudence, as is evident from Baudhdyana Dharmasitra, where the duties of
four wvarpas, sins, expiations, atonement (prayascitta), penance have been
enumerated with minutest details. On the contrary, the primary duty of the monarch
finds a solitary mention — the king should protect the subjects as he derives one-
sixth part income from them (10/18/1). On the other hand, the later Dharmashastras,
divided into three sections Acdra (code of conduct), Vyavahara (judicial procedure)
and Prayascitta (Expiation) were two-fold in nature. They deal with both societal
norms, moral and ethical mores as well as legal issues and administrative procedures
and technicalities in detail, so as to be considered as corner stone, based on which
modern Indian jurisprudence evolved.

Contrary to the claim of a group of Western scholars that the Dharmashastras
contain no law as understood in contemporary legal parlance, as exemplified by
Ludo Rocher when he categorically denied the prevalence of any law in ancient
India, and described it as a prescription passed by the legislators, the fact remains
that almost all principal Dharmashastras had exhaustive details of administration,
law and legal procedure. Manusmrti, considered as the supreme authority in the
arena of the Dharmashastras consisted of twelve chapters, containing different
branches of civil and criminal law, including law of inheritance, property, contract,
partition, mortgage, violence, theft etc.

In the seventh chapter of his religio-legal treatise, Manu had discussed in detail royal
administration, starting from the divine origin of the king, whom he projected as
divinity incarnate sagaciously to elicit fear and respect from the ruled, because of his
identification with the Almighty and delving deep into the nitty gritty of
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administration, dealing with Danda, the power of inflicting punishment to the
wrong-doer, various types of royal officials, laws of taxation, foreign policy,
principles of warfare and many other administrative issues. At the same time, it was
time and again emphasized that protection and service to subjects is the first and
foremost duty of the king —

ksatriyasya paro dharmah prajanameba palanam// (7/144)

At the same time, precautionary measures had been suggested to ensure personal
safety of the king as well.

atmanam satatam rakset darairapi dhanairapi// (7/145)

Caution had also been pronounced to save king from moral avarice like addiction to
enjoyment (vyasana), emanating from lust and anger.

dasa kama samutthani tathastau krodhajani ca/
vyasanani durantani prayatnena vivarjayet// (7/45)

In the eighth chapter, elaborate judicial procedure had been described, starting from
eighteen areas of litigation, which include payment of debt, detailed discussion on
evidence, joint business venture of traders based on co-operative basis (sambhiiya
samutthana), litigation related to boundary dispute (simavivada), physical abuse
(dandaparusya), violence (sahasa), theft (steya), outraging the modesty of a woman
ete.

As to the argument of the westerners that Hindu law falls in the category of moral,
social or religious strictures and hardly has any juridical character, it may be
observed that vyavahdara or judicial procedure as exemplified by prominent
Dharmashastra writers is a system distinct from Dharma. Medhatithi, the famous
commentator on Manusmrti categorically stated the distinction between Dharma and
Rajadharma, of which vyavahara or judicial procedure is a part. He refuted the
theory of absolute dependence of monarchy on the Vedas with the argument that the
rules of vyavahara are not derived from the Vedas in view of the simple fact that
means of victory and defeat in judicial procedure are accomplished facts and are
known through direct perception.

— na hi vyavaharasmrtir vedamila iti $akyate vaktum, siddhantartpatvad
pratyaksadyavagamyatvat jayapardjaya karannanam. (Medhatithi on Manu 8/3)

It is clear therefore that the juridical nature of the Dharmashastras had been
recognised even by the later commentators. Medhatithi is quite explicit about the
end objective of law, which in his view is not spiritual merit, but removal of
temporal miseries and stability of the rule.

Another religio-legal text Yajiavalkyasmrti, second in importance to Manusamhita
is also famed for its elaborate handling of legal issues. In the second chapter i.e.
vyavahara of his treatise, Yajnavalkya had discussed in details fourfold phases of
judicial procedure, starting with filing of a plaint by an aggrieved person, seeking
justice i.e. plaintiff, the reply by the defendant, evidence furnished by the plaintiff
and defendant in support of their stance and finally the adjudication by the king —
bhasapada, uttarapada, kryapada and sadhyasiddhipada. Almost all disputes
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involving law of debt mortgage, evidence, boundary dispute and many others had
been dealt with exhaustively. True that Divya i.e. divine means had been mentioned
as a form of evidence in case other worldly means fail to cope with the situation, the
fact remains that the Divya or divine means has been taken recourse as the last
resort, when no other solution is available. In the same token, humanitarian face of
Indian jurisprudence had been demonstrated when even false evidence was
permitted, if it saves the life of an accused from death penalty —

varninam hi vadho yattra tatra saksyamanrtam vadet/ (2/82),
despite strict negation of pergery i.e. kautasaksya or false evidence.

In the galaxy of the Dharmashastras, the Naradasmrti (100-300A.D.) occupies a
unique position because of its absolutely juridical character. It excluded dacara
(custom) and prayascitta (expiation) which are ritualistic in nature. Though
eulogising the superiority of the Brahmins in a caste-oriented set-up, this text had
demonstrated a sense of equity and inclusiveness, to say the least. This text
epitomises codified juridical norms and rules for smooth conduct of judiciary, which
is essential for good governance and development of an ancient society. The
importance of this particular text can easily be gauged by the fact that an Indologist
like Maxmiiller used Naradasmrti in framing his Asiatic Mode of Production.

Naradasmyti has two main divisions. The first part deals with procedural law viz.,
the utility of good governance and role of monarchy in administering it, the
constitution of the court, the nature of complaint etc. The second part deals with 18
titles of law.

The pragmatic approach of Naradasmrti has been clearly emphasized when it stated
that in case of a conflict between Dharma and custom, custom will prevail.

dharmasastravirodhe yuktiyuktah api dharmatah/
vyavaharo hi valavan dharmasastrenabhihiyate// (1/34)

Another redeeming feature of Naradasmrti is some novel issues raised by it. Narada
had mentioned three kinds of wealth — white, spotted and black, each of which is
sevenfold. Furthermore, the means of acquisition is the decisive factor in
determining their nature.

tat punah trividham jiieyam $uklam $abalameba ca/

krsnam ca tasya vijiiecyah prabhedah saptadha prthak// (1/40)
There are seven kinds of white money, depending on whether it was acquired
through any of the following ways —

1) knowledge 2) prowess 3) austerities 4) marriage 5) from student 6) from sacrifice
7) through inheritance. These are all white wealth.

Spotted wealth is obtained through the following means —

1) lending with interest 2) agriculture 3) commerce 4)) tribute 5) artistry 6) service
7) doing favours.

Black money is acquired by —
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1) Deceit 2) Gambling 3) Acting as a messenger 4) affliction 5)
forgery 6) violence and 7) treachery.

This sort of classification of wealth according to the modes of their acquisition is a
novel feature of Naradasmrti which is not available in any other Dharmashastra text.

That Narada was quite ahead of his own age has been substantiated by his
acceptance of widow remarriage which, except Parasarasmrti was not favoured by
any other Dharmashastra writer.

naste mrte prabrajite klive ca patite patau
pancasvapatsu narinam patiranyo vidhiyate// (12/97)

The supreme importance of the Dharmashastras as fountain source of Indian
jurisprudence had been corroborated by the fact that during British regime Warren
Hastings, first Governor General of India requested eleven Sanskritists to compose a
legal text, based on ancient Indian Dharmashastras. Prudent and sagacious Hastings
could realise that an Indian judicial system is imperative for good governance of
Indian subcontinent. Accordingly, an ancient legal text viz. Vivadarnavasetu was
formulated by Pandits. It is evident therefore that the Dharmashastras can claim for
themselves the privilege of fountain source of Indian jurisprudence.

The point which should never be lost sight of is that the Dharmashastras are to be
considered as an integral part of Indian knowledge system. These texts demonstrated
ample insight in several aspects of life. The first and foremost among them was their
keenness to protect the environment. Obviously the Dharmashastra writers were not
ecologists in the modern sense of the term, but they could realize with their insight
that sustenance of nature is essential for our basic survival. Even they could feel that
plants have inner consciousness — a theory substantiated by modern science.

antah samjiia bhavanti ete sukhaduhkha samanvitah/ (Manu 1/49)

Various kinds of plants like udvid, osodhi, brksas and utility of their protection had
been mentioned. Furthermore, to maintain bio-diversity, offering of food to living
creatures has been made mandatory in a ritual called pasicamahayajiia which is to be
practised by each householder (Manu 3/69-70). Similarly, all steps had been ensured
for conservation of nature. Stringent punishment had been recommended for felling
trees.

phaladanam tu brksanam chedane yapyam rksatam/
gulmaballilatanam ca puspitanam ca birudham// (Manu 11/143)

Yajnavalkya made it categorically clear that even minutest form of nature is to be
protected (3/275). To maintain ecological equilibrium, slaughter of animals had been
discouraged even in sacrifice, prescribed by a minor Dharmashastra writer like
Vasishtha —

na ca pranivadhah svargah tasmat yage vadho avadah/ (5/4)

In Visnusmyti, planter of a tree had been eulogised with a flat statement that such a
person will be gifted with a son in his next birth (Chapter 9).

Another material aspect, essential for good living had also been taken care of by the
Dharmashastras. It is indeed amazing that even in that hoary past, the
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Dharmashastras could uphold the utmost importance of health and had boldly come
up with the suggestion that health is to be assigned topmost priority.

rakset ebam svadehadi pascat dharmam samacaret/ (Parasara7/41,42)

As slaughter of animals had been prohibited, so meat was not recommended as a
part of meal.

na ca pranivadhah svargah tasmat mamsam vivarjayet/ (Manu 5/48)

However, considering the general fascination for meat, some relaxation was also
allowed by Manu.

na mamsabhaksane dosah/
prabrttiresa bhiitanam nibrttistu mahaphala// (Manu 5/51)

The Dharmashastras were aware of the dangers of contaminated food and as such
recommended that spoiled food is to be avoided at any cost.

abhaksyapariharyasca (Atrisamhita verse 35)
They were equally vigilant in maintaining proper hygiene.

ebam nityasnayT syat (Visnusmrti, chapter 64)
Another minor Dharmashastra writer Daksha mentioned twofold cleanliness — both
internal and external.

mrdjalabhyam smrtam vahyam bhavasuddhistadanantaram/ (5/3)
For sound health, Daksha had recommended practise of yoga —

pranayamastatha dhyanam pratyaharastu dharana/

tarkascaiva samadhi$ca sadango yoga ucyate// (Daksasamhita 7/2)
In this jet-set globalised world, when we are suffering from erosion of values, the
age-old Dharmashastras can bring some solace to our battered life. Service to others

— a precept which we have already banished from our life, but without which we can
hardly claim to be perfect as mortals, had been upheld as basic duty of all —

annam pitrmanusebhyo deyamapyanham janam/ (Y3ajfiavalkya 1/104)

Despite the criticism related to the unsympathetic treatment meted out to certain
sections of people, the fact remains that social mobility was always upheld by the
ancient Dharmashastra writers. Apart from service to twice born, the so-called
suadras who were denigrated to the lowest rung of Indian society had been permitted
the liberty to take up other occupations as well. Accordingly, it has been
promulgated by Yajnavalkya —

stdrasya dvijatisusriisa taya ajivan vanig bhavet/

Silpairva vividhairjived dvijatihitamacaran// (1/120)
The principal Dharmashastra writer like Yajnavalkya was liberal enough to declare
that even a sidra in his old age deserves honour.

$tdropi vardhake manamarhati/ (1/116)
There were also provisions for uplift of lower castes through their noble act —

jatyutkarsah yuge jiieyah saptame paficame’pi va/
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vatyaye karmanam samyam ptirbavaccodharottaram// (Yajnavalkya 9/11)

In this social upgradation, Sukranitisara, a treatise on ethics had also accorded its
consent when it stated that caste is to be determined by quality only.

na jatya brahmanascatra ksatriyo vaiya eva ca/
na $tidro na ca vai mleccho bhedita gunakarmabhih// (1/38)

In this age when there is hardly any war ethics, when millions of unarmed innocent
people are bombed, our ancient Dharmashastras had some lessons for us. They
succeeded in framing certain humanitarian and moral principles, to be followed in
war. Manu had stated that an unarmed person who is in distress can never be
attacked.

nayudhavyasanapraptam nartam natipariksatam/
na bhitam na parabrttam satam dharmamanusmaran// (7/93)

It is indeed a remarkable feature of Indian civilization that throughout the ages,
braving fierce foreign aggression, India had embraced all — friend or alien within
its social mosaic. None is exempted from the main stream. Following the same
spirit, the Dharmashastras had opened their fold for all, even the so-called sidras
who were supposed to be conquered and subjugated by people of higher strata. This
spirit of amalgamation, as exhibited by Indian civilization, has been highlighted by
our greatest literary icon Rabindranath in his article, The Message of India's History.
He stated that — There are only two ways open to a country so far as treatment of
outsiders is concerned. It can either kill them or turn them out and thus protect itself
from potential danger; or it can fit them into its own structure and accord them a
place in the economy. India has practised the latter and has tried to establish, little by
little, bonds of relationship with all.
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PREAMBLES IN EARLY INDIAN TEXTS AND CONTEXTS: A
BRIEF SURVEY

DEBARCHANA SARKAR

Abstract: The present paper is neither a summary nor an enumeration of the preambles
available in sanskritic texts, nor does it contain an analysis of or comment on the religious,
political, social, economic, literary and other aspects and significance underlying such
preambles. Also, by preamble this paper does not understand only the benedictory beginnings
of ancient texts, i.e. mangalacarana. Its attempt here is to look at the beginning and
development of preambles in ancient Indian texts and contexts from a historical perspective in
which several problems and questions may be involved.

Keywords: Preamble, Introduction, Benediction, Obeisance, Marngaldcarana.

To begin with, our most important Key Word Preamble is entered in the Webster’s 1]
New Riverside University Dictionary with these meanings:

1. A preliminary statement, esp. the introduction to a formal document that explains
its purpose

2. An introductory fact or occurrence. The derivative meaning of the word, from
Latin prae-, in front and ambulare to walk, is walking in front.!

Thus, preamble means anything put at the beginning. There are many Sanskrit
synonyms of this word, like wupakramanika, upodghata, amukha, prastavand,
arambha, upanydasa, vanmukha, and so on. In the present context, I understand
preamble as a beginning of any early Indian cultural creation, be it literary
compositions or §astric texts or epigraphic writings or art forms like sculpture,
paintings, architecture etc. In that sense the title of any text that conveys its main
purpose or subject matter may be called a preamble, eg. Raghuvamsa (Lineage of
Raghu), Malavikagnimitra (Story of Malavika and Agnimitra) and so on. It is not
clear exactly from which period use of a preamble came to be the integral part of
any creation of mankind. It may be that after the wheel of civilization was set to
motion to roll smoothly forward, when man could think, speak, read, write and
create in a well-organized way, they felt it necessary to put something at the starting
point of what they created, to mark the beginning of their own activity and this
something may be anything like a symbol, a sign, a word, a painting, an engraving
and so on which represented their personal, hereditary, social or clannish faith, taste
or orientation. On one hand it conveyed their own individual or social identity and
entity and on the other it gave the document a formal appearance and structure.

In an oversimplified interpretation preamble may be expressed as the beginning of a
beginning — twining the wick before lighting the lamp. But the matter is not as
simple as that in the context of early Indian literary and $astric tradition that
developed from about the middle of the 1% millennium CE.

We always fall back on the archaeological findings of the Harappa civilization? and
the literary evidences contained in the Rgveda for resurrecting any information about
the hoariest past of the Indian subcontinent. Many of the archaeological specimens
of Harappa civilization contain inscribed characters on them which have not been
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deciphered so far and therefore, we have to be content with the conclusions arrived
through scientific analysis or historical speculations of the data in hand. We are not
thus sure if these had anything as preambles in them and if the people of that time at
all used any sign or symbol at the beginning of their documents.

As we turn the searchlight to the Vedas, we find that in this colossal compendium,
traditionally believed to be reorganized by Vedavyasa (literally assorter of the
Vedas) the Rgveda has been placed at the very beginning and that indeed because of
its firstness claimed by itself:?

tasmad yajiiat sarvahiita rcah samani yajiire]|
chandarhsi yajilire tasmad yajus tasmad ajayatal| RV 10.90.10

From this sacrifice, when it was offered in full, the verses and chants were born.
Meters were born from it. The sacrificial formula- from it that was born.*

Thus, the Rgveda, which is abhyarhita, revered, being born first, may be conceived
as the preamble of the whole vedic literature. Even if we set aside this mystical
claim, and consider the most revered character of the text from a more rationalistic
point of view, we feel that it is the best among others as an anthology of the greatest
and finest spiritual thoughts wrapped in wonderful poetry flowing down eternally
and perennially from the distant past. And the Rgveda begins with the praise of
Agni, Fire, the most important discovery of the Homo erectus, which is “tied to the
evolution of the human species and helped propel human civilization from the Stone
Age into the Bronze Age” (https://www.google.com/search?/q). So, our ancient
cultural ancestors were thoroughly rational about assigning the first position to the
right things.

Now, the temporal gap between the vedic corpus and the extant textual compositions
(both literary and scriptural) of early India is too great to bridge, and for
reconstructing ancient Indian history from literary sources, we have to depend upon
text books, edited from the manuscripts which are copied at a much later time
containing considerable amount of interpolations, emendations or omissions in the
hands of posterity, thus posing serious challenges to present day researchers. On the
other side we have archaeological materials including inscriptions of early Indian
rulers and common people which, unlike manuscripts of texts, are everlasting and
loyal to present their contents untampered unedited unmodified by later hands. It is
true that many of these materials are damaged and considerable portions of several
important inscriptions are too defaced to offer any decipherment, but they belong to
the real time of their creation and thus are of immense help for faithfully
reconstructing the history of ancient India and also the writing methods and habits of
the early period.

The earliest well-organized decipherable texts presenting themselves in their original
scripts and uncut contents are the numerous inscriptions issued by Asoka (3™
century BCE) who wished his subjects all over his empire and also the people of
neighbouring countries to know and follow his ethical advices and orders. If we look
at any of these epigraphic texts, we almost always meet the expression devanam
p(r)iyo piyadasi raja evam aha (Thus proclaims King Piyadasi, Beloved of the gods)
with some differences in dialects, orthography and case formation and sometimes
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preceded by a few other words and we may say it is the regular preamble of these
documents. Devanam p(r)iyo literally means dear to gods. Romila Thapar says: On
the basis of Indo-European roots, it is thought that devanampriya means ‘legitimate
(child) of the gods’. It has been held by historians that devanar piyo was probably a
‘generally known royal title’ used by the kings of not only the Maurya dynasty but
also by other rulers of ASoka’s time and later period (as his grandson Dagaratha).®
Thus the context here is declaring Asoka’s own royal legacy and personal authority
with pride each time he proclaims or conveys anything. In some inscriptions this
expression is repeated several times to emphasise his control and supremacy. There
are, however, exceptions as the Bairat inscription (priyadasi laja) and Barabar hill
cave inscription (/@jina piyadasina) where his official or personal name Piyadasi is
used at the outset sans the honorific devanam piyo.” It may not be out of place here
to say that the inscriptions of Asoka are unique in their form and character and no
other ancient Indian ruler ever issued anything that may match the attitude,
assertiveness and geographical expanse of the records of this Mauryan monarch. If
we keep this in mind we will not be surprised at the complete departure from this
format in the inscriptional records of later Indian rulers.

Not only the texts of Asokan epigraphs present a preamble, but the pillars inscribed
with his orders or statements bear some sculptures as their capitals which catch our
eyes before we notice the engravings. These pillars, known as dharma pillars or
pillars of piety, are described as being “Buddhist in nature in the sense that all the
animals represented, either as crowning animals or the frieze of animals on the
abacus (lion, bull, elephant and horse) have clear Buddhist association.”® We also
find sculpture of inverted lotus in the abacus.’ Lion signifies Buddha himself, the
Sakyasimhha, elephant the dream related to the impregnation of his mother
Mayadevi, horse his Great Renunciation, immortalizing Kanthaka, Siddhartha’s
stallion, and bull signifying Buddha’s zodiac sign or his power, steadfastness and
concentration.!® The Buddhist texts also give other significances of these animals in
connection with different aspects of Buddha’s intrinsic worth.!! As to the
representation of lotus, it grows out of mud but keeps itself totally free from any
filthiness and thus symbolizes Buddha’s mental state - pure, free from attachment
and defilement - which is actually a state of Enlightenment.'? All these act as
preambles to the dharma pillars with the inscribed texts preparing the people
mentally for hearing something from a king having staunch faith in Buddhism,
though it is also true that Asoka does not explicitly preach Buddhism in his
inscriptions and wishes people to follow the laws of piety, the essence of ethical
teachings of all faiths.

The next documents of our reference belonging to the pre-Common era, are the
famous Naneghat inscription of Satavahana queen Nagannika and Hathigumpha
inscription of Kharavela both placed about the end of the 1% century BCE."® The
former shows a preamble with the benedictory expression [sidham]...no dhammasa
namo idasa namo sarmkamsana-vasudevanam camda-siuranam [mahilmavatanam
caturmnam ca lokapalanam yama-varuna-kubera-vasavanarm namo."* Here we find
the benedictory preamble, marngalacarana, which is a regular feature of later
sanskritic texts, both creative and scriptural. The gods receiving obeisance may seem
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unusual to the fixed mind-set accustomed to the worship of the conventional Puranic
trio Brahma-Visnu-Mahe$vara of Brahmanical tradition. This preamble is thus more
than a mere starting point of a document in its association with the pre-Puranic stage
of Brahmanical pantheon appearing in a record which enumerates several vedic
sacrifices performed by the Satavahana queen Nagannika. On the other hand, the
Hathigumpha prasasti of king Kharavela opens with namo arahamtanam namo
savasidhanam which establishes the Jain faith of the issuer of the record. But a
symbolic benedictory preamble is also found in the form of “crude carvings of
Srivatsa and Svastika” “on the margin to the left lines 2, 4 and 5.” '* Srivatsa and
Svastika marks are two of the 24 auspicious symbols of Jainism and are connected
respectively with Sitalanatha, the 10" Tirthankara and Supar§vanatha, the 7%
Tirthankara of Jainism. The former is the emblem of the Svetambara sect and the
latter of the Digambara.'® It is interesting that both these signs are also associated
with the Brahmanical solar god Visnu and are used as common auspicious
preambular signs in the Brahmanical circle.

Another epigraphic record to mention here is the well-known Junagadh prasasti'’ of
Saka Ksatrapa Rudradaman I (whose personal faith is not mentioned in any source,
but who shows distinct leanings to Brahmanism)'® which begins with a simple
auspicious utterance Siddhari, so common as a preamble of epigraphic records
issued by many rulers belonging to different dynasties and faiths. Siddham is
sometimes represented by a symbol interpreted by scholars as standing for siddham.
This word literally means what has been successfully achieved, i.e. the end of an
undertaking and is translated by several scholars as ‘Success’. The successful
completion of a task is believed by a theist to be due to divine favour which destroys
all evils and obstacles. Gradually it became a widely used auspicious preamble of
ancient Indian epigraphic records. And this preambular expression is said to be
responsible for the name of the script Siddhamatrka, the most widely used script in
north Indian epigraphs and manuscripts in ¢. CE 1000 as testified by Arab scholar
Al-Beruni. Chinese traveller Yijing (7"-8" century CE) mentions the term siddham
saying that the Indian people start their Sanskrit study with Siddham (His-t’ang-
chang) writing tables and this book is also called siddhirastu (his-ti-ra-su-tu) which
means success and good luck.! Shashibala has explained it in the following way:
“Each time a teacher used to write a new paradigm on the writing board he would
first write at the top siddham or siddhirastu. This passage gives the reason why the
script was known as Siddham.”?® The word Siddham came to use as a synonym of
lipi i.e. script. The Chinese adopted this designation for the Indian script which was
prevalent during 7"-9" centuries CE. The board for writing the script was called
siddham writing board which lent its name to the books meant for instructing basic
writing lessons. In 8-9% century CE Chinese monk Chih-kuang wrote an account of
Siddham letters called His-t’an-tzu-ci containing only four pages which was
supervised by the south Indian monk Prajfiabodhi.?!

What I am trying so far is to explore the multidimensionality of preambles appearing
in epigraphic texts and contexts of early India. This may help explain to some extent
the nature of preambles found in other types of sanskritic writings.
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In Indian textual tradition we are taught that any book should state four things at the
very outset and these four marks or signs indicate a good beginning. They are the
famous foursome: visaya, adhikarin, sambandha and prayojana, i.e. (i) a clearly
defined subject matter, (ii) the eligibility of the reader or the audience to grasp,
digest and intellectually grow from the instructions or messages imparted by the
book, (iii) the relation of the subject matter to the means of making it known, i.e.
whether the proposed text can successfully and profitably pertain to the subject
matter, and (iv) last but not the least, the purpose of the book or the purpose hidden
in its instruction/ message, the end to be attained.?? This is mainly applicable to the
$astric preambles, but the kavyas also are often seen to follow the prescription. The
Harsacarita of Banabhatta is a very good example where the first twenty-one verses
of the first Ucchvasa satisfy all these prerequisites. As late as the 16" century CE
Yogindra Sadananda has explained in detail these four anubandhas in his
Vedantasara and has placed adhikarin first, before visaya.”> These four qualities
may be compared with Aristotle’s four causes, viz. matter of the text, form of the
text, agent of the text and its final cause.?* In fact if any of the four anubandhas is
absent in a $astric discourse the purpose of the $astra is considered nullified.?> A
simple statement of the anubandhas may appear directly as a preamble in a text or in
the guise of a benediction which is later explained by the author in a vrtti or the
commentator as containing the four requisites.

In present day context whenever we open any edited sanskritic text for study we
consciously or unconsciously expect a benedictory preamble in any form (a verse, an
expression of obeisance in prose, or at least an auspicious word) to greet us and in
fact present day sanskritic study has almost customarily made the textual preamble
synonymous with benediction or margaldcarana. But the reality may not have been
the same in early times as we perceive it today.

Here 1 should confess that the book titled Sastrarambha - Inquiries into the
Preamble in Sanskrif*® available online in pdf has been of immense help for my
following words on the problems and questions related to preambles of sanskritic
texts. I have liberally grabbed materials and references from the essays included in
the book, particularly from the contributions of Edwin Gerow and Christopher
Minkowski.?’

In scriptural Sanskrit texts as also in poetic creations we meet mangalacarana
generally as one or more auspicious verses invoking a deity in which the author has
devotion. The verses, though different, have a specific form and content. Minkowski
very logically examines them and raises pertinent questions. First of all, these
verses, intentionally composed in ornamental poetic style, sometimes are difficult to
clearly comprehend because of their complicated syntax, obscurity of reference,
complex figures of speech and such other uncomfortable features. One feel confused
as to how to read them, as poetry or as science like the texts they introduce or
something else. One is also puzzled about one’s exact role as a participant (reader or
listener) in the invocation of the personal god of the author, who may not be the god
of the reader or the audience. Then, is the book meant for only those who believe in
that particular god? If mangalacarana is an essential part of the sastric text how can
that be skipped out? If one does not read or listen to it, what will happen? Will there
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be any penalty for the violation? Sanskrit scholarly tradition proposes
mangaldacarana to facilitate successful completion of the work and if it is not read or
heard, the act of learning is believed to be left incomplete. Another serious problem
lies in the fact that not all Sanskrit texts commence with benediction. It was noticed
by ancient scholars and commentators too. The traditional scholarship tried to
explain this matter in some ingenious ways. Sometimes the absence of
mangaldcarana is defended by mentioning the mental activity of the author, already
performed before the composition, though not recorded in the text. Sometimes
scribes and scholars tried to remove the fault of a text not having any
mangaldcarana by supplying benedictory passages of their own. If we examine the
history of scriptural use of margala verses we find that earliest Brahmanical sastras
(the Sitra texts and the ancillary texts of the Vedas, texts of Indian Philosophy,
grammar, Arthasastra, Manusmyti, Kamasiitra, medical texts attributed to Caraka
and Susruta) did not contain any marngala verses though there may be short
benediction or obeisance in the beginning. Even the old primary commentaries on
the Satras did not have any. Margala verses began to appear in Sanskrit texts as late
as the 5" or 6 century CE, though not uniformly in all Indian knowledge systems.
Amarasirhha (5" century CE) begins his lexicon with margalacarana. The texts on
astronomy and poetics adopted this practice much earlier than those on grammar and
philosophy. Interestingly enough some Buddhist authors like Nagarjuna (2™ century
CE), Vasubandhu, Candragomin, Difnaga (5" century CE), Dharmakirti (7% century
CE), Santideva (8" century CE) use such verses in a significantly early period.
Among Jaina doctrinal works the Prakrit text Pravacanasara of Kundakunda (8™
century CE) begins with “many florid invocatory verses”. In fact, from 12 century
CE onward benedictory stanzas came to be a regular feature of any Sanskrit text. At
the same time the Indian scholarly circle also noticed the absence of marngaldacarana
in many of the “old foundational texts in the central disciplines” studied and
commented upon by them. For example, Haradatta and Vacaspati have commented
on this matter.

As to the response of later scholars to this problem related to the ‘missing’ marngala
in Sanskrit texts, Minkowski mentions three, viz. (i) adjustment by copyists, (ii)
textual and literary conventions redefined and (iii) theoretical reflection. Scribes
with varied intellectual levels “produced and reproduced Sanskrit texts” in which
some copyists “quietly added the marngala verses that they felt were needed”. This is
not the same as the scribe’s putting their own auspicious phrases like Sriganesaya
namah, Srir astu, Subhari1 bhavatu and the like or as the benediction done by the
commentator in a manuscript where the reader’s eye meets the commentary before
the text which is separately copied in the centre of the manuscript in letters of a
bigger size or keeping space on all sides of it to demarcate it from the commentary.?®
As to the scribe’s own preamble an interesting example has been forwarded to me
by Dr. Arpan Guha (presently working as Research Associate at IIC, New Delhi in
the SAMHITA Project) from an incomplete Raghuvamsa manuscript in the Zysk
collection of Indic Manuscripts at the University of Copenhagen which begins with
a very familiar Sriganesaya namah followed by another obeisant phrase Srimate
ramanujdaya namah. In the latter the honorific Srimate is clear to indicate not any
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god, but a person named Ramanuja who may be identical with the famous
Visistadvaita philosopher. And it will not be out of place here to mention the
Buddhist benedictory preamble Om' srighandya namah sada in the Ramacarita of
Sandhyakaranandin who actually begins the poem with a mangalacarana paying
obeisance to both Siva and Visnu simultaneously through double entendré.?® This
Buddhist preamble may have been put by one of the two scribes both of whom were
Buddhist by faith. Returning to our current point of discussion, highlighting the
adjustment by copyists, a very significant observation has been presented by
Minkowski with reference to the Mahabharata and the Ramayana. He says, “The
Mahabharata appears to have no mangala verse in the middle of the first
millennium, just as the Ramayana did not, but a verse that was copied at the
beginning of some manuscripts in the north, (and which had a currency within the
Bhagavata movement) - narayanarm namaskytya etc. — was accepted into certain
strands of transmission of the ‘Northern recension’, and was also accepted by the
BORI-Poona editor”.>? A great variety of marngala verses attached by scribes to the
beginning of the Great Epic as mentioned in the critical apparatus of the BORI
edition testifies to the fact. In the second type of response many later commentators
of the texts having no introductory margala phrases have assigned auspiciousness to
the first word or phrase of the same. The words atha, om, siddham, vrddhi and the
like are thus explained as having benedictory function. They also try a second way
of defending the missing invocation by simply assuming the author to have
performed it before by some other means, i.e. thought, word or deed. The third
response, which emerged not before the wide spread use of marngala, consists of the
“philosophical re-consideration of the purpose of the margala and the nature of its
operation”.3! Ganges$a’s Tattvacintamani (14" century CE) dedicates a whole
section to this problem. In fact, manigala which made its entry into sanskritic texts
around the middle of the first millennium CE, became an indispensable feature of
the same by the middle of the 2" millennium CE. Minkowski has spotted four
principal cultural developments of this practice in this time-range which are: (i) rise
of personal deity, (ii) divination (practice of seeking knowledge of the future or the
unknown by supernatural means), (iii) causation theory and (iv) courtly culture.’?
The last one is very prominently noticed in epigraphic literature, both eulogistic and
donative, from the 7" century CE.*

In the epigraphic documents of early India there do not generally occur full-fledged
mangaldacarana verses. The inaugural parts of Samudragupta’s Allahabad [Select
Inscriptions (henceforth SI), Vol. 1, p.262] and Eran (SI, Vol. 1, p.268) inscriptions
are too mutilated to offer any definite reading and we are not in a position to say
whether they had any benedictory preambles or not. His Nalanda (SI, Vol. 1, p.270)
and Gaya (SI, Vol. 1, p.272) copper plates (both of which may be spurious) begin
with a symbol of siddhi followed by the word svasti. The Mathura pillar inscription
(SI, Vol. 1, p.277), the Udayagiri cave inscription (SI, Vol. 1, p.279), the Sanchi
stone inscription (SI, Vol. 1, p.280) of Candragupta II use siddham only as preamble
while his Meharauli iron pillar inscription (SI, Vol. 1, p.283) has no such expression
at all at the beginning of the text, but the garudadhvaja i.e the garuda capital may
be taken as its preamble, speaking clearly of the Bhagavata faith of the issuer.
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Kumaragupta I’s official records also do not contain any marngaldacarana verse. But
the Mandasor stone inscription mentioning Kumaragupta I and Bandhuvarman (SI,
Vol. 1, p.299) and issued by the guild of silk weavers of Dasapura has no less than
three beautiful benedictory verses praising the Sun god. The Junagadh rock
inscription of Skandagupta (SI p.307) utters victory in the first verse to Lord Visnu
and the second and third to the monarch himself. His Bhitari inscription (SI, Vol. 1,
p-321) on the other hand does not have any such elaborate benediction except a
doubtful siddham.>* Thus the irregular practice of beginning epigraphic documents
of this period with mangaldcarana verses may be considered to be dictated by the
mainstream literary habit.

In the post Gupta period, we find a good number of records issued by different rulers
of various dynasties and the number of records containing regular benedictory verses
considerably goes up with the progress of time. It is interesting that when “the
political history of the subcontinent during AD 600-1300 saw multiplicity of
powers, which were rooted to their respective regions,”> the tendency of invoking
one’s personal god or goddess at the beginning of the epigraphic records becomes
more and more frequent while such instances in inscriptions of earlier period are not
very numerous. In 6" century CE the Mallasarul (Burdwan, West Bengal) copper
plate (SI, Vol. 1, p.372) has two verses in laudation of the Buddha, the Dharma and
the Sangha’® testifying to the Buddhist faith of Maharaja Vijayasena, the issuer of
the grant, who donates land to a Rgvedic Brahmana for facilitating performance of
the latter’s regular paficamahdyajiia rituals. Gradually the Indian epigraphic
literature develops a taste for elaborate benedictions of various gods from 6™ century
CE onwards. At the same time, it is to be noted that not all the epigraphic records
begin with a prayer to personal gods uttering namas (salutation) or jaya (victory) to
them or seeking their blessings (asis). There are numerous inscriptions beginning
with the description of the lineage of the ruling king who issues the record or a
simple matter of fact mention of the subject matter or purpose of the record. The 7%
century rhetorician Dandin prescribes in his Kavyadarsa that a mahakavya may
commence with benediction (asis), obeisance (namaskriyd) or reference to the
subject matter (vastunirdesa).’” Mahdkavya is considered the model of many other
types of compositions each of which is defined not as a separate class on its own,
but as modifications of the original form, characterized by certain departures from/
omissions of/ additions to the recognized definition. The prasastis in the form of
epigraphic literature also follow the model in some cases and deviate in others.

Introductory mangala verses become almost a regular feature in early mediaeval
inscriptions, both prasastis and land grants. The benedictory verses sometimes bear
double entendré to express the power, magnificence and grace of both the personal
god and the issuer of the records. Good examples are Dubi (SI, Vol. 2, p.1) and
Nidhanpur copper plate (SI, Vol. 2, p.731) inscriptions of Bhaskaravarman which
simultaneously eulogize Siva and Mahabhiitavarman or Bhiitivarman (the original
donor), Khalimpur copper plate of Dharmapala (SI, Vol. 2, p.63) and Nalanda (SI,
Vol. 2, p.71) and Mungir (Gaudalekhamala, Sanskrit Pustak Bhandar, 2004, p.35)
copper plates of Devapala which praise the power of the Buddha and the sovereigns
at the same time. Also, inscriptions are very common to pay homage to the personal
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deity in the introductory verses followed by others in praise of the kings which
impose divine characteristics on the latter. Again, the familiar characteristics of
well-known deities are sometimes altered by the composers to fit their poetic fancy
and ecstasy. The Bhuvaneshwar prasasti of Bhatta Bhvavadeva (11"-12% century
CE) begins with an invocation of blessings of Hari being teased by Sarasvati, the
goddess of learming when the latter is embraced by him and finds on his body marks
of an earlier amorous union with goddess Kamala, i.e. Laksmi (/nscriptions of
Bengal, ed. N.G. Majumdar, Sanskrit Pustak Bhandar, New Edition, 2003, p.32).
His extramarital relationship with the sister-in-law is lovingly pampered and lauded
by the poet. The Deopara inscription (SI, Vol. 2, p.116) of the Sena sovereign
Vijayasena opens with a sweet romantic mood where the five-faced Siva relaxing in
a lavishly decorated bridal chamber plays pranks with the newly wed consort and
enjoys her embarrassment. The second benedictory verse of the same inscription
hints at the mutual physical love between Hari and Hara which compels their
respective spouses to forcibly push themselves between their husbands to prevent
their bodily union at least in the sculptural presentation.*® Gods are thus sometimes
personalized by the ruling kings who often assign new names, forms, nature and
features to them according to their own taste and wish. Power and piety walk hand
in hand.

Let us conclude with a few uncommon epigraphic marngaldcarana verses which may
demand special attention of the historians.>

— 491 CE Choti Sadri (Rajasthan) inscription of Gauri [Uttankita Sanskrit Vidya
Aranya Epigraphs, henceforth USVAE, III, p.289] praising goddess Gauri in the
Mahisasuramardini form

— 519 CE Gudnapura (Karnataka) inscription of Ravivarman (USVAE, III, p.348)
invoking Manmatha i.e. Kamadeva, the Lord of Love, as it records the construction
of a temple of Kamadeva

— 600 CE Gandharvesara (Sirpur) temple inscription of the time of Balarjuna (USVAE,
IV, Part I, p.102) opening with siddham namah sivaya followed by a mangala verse
dedicated to God Gandharvesa

— 625 CE Vasantagadh (Rajasthan) inscription of Varmalata (USVAE, IV, Part I,
p-340) having three benedictory verses in praise of (i) goddess Durga, (ii) goddess
Ksemarya, (iii) God Visnu and king Varmalata through slesa

— 643 CE Sakrai (Rajasthan) stone inscription bearing Vikrama era 699 (USVAE, 1V,
Part I, p.532) paying homage to Mahaganapati, Candika and the auspicious Yaksa
Dhanada (Kubera), Kubera’s invocation being relevant in this inscription recording
benefaction of sresthins, the trading community

— 684 CE Nagar (Jaipur) inscription of Dhanika of the Guhila dynasty of Chatsu
(USVAE, 1V, Part II, p. 432) bearing two benedictory verses in the beginning, the
first paying obeisance to Siva and the second to Varuna (described as the
embodiment of Siva), great importance being attached to Varuna, the presiding god
of the western ocean, probably because of some close connection of the Guhilas with
sea
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A full and faithful comprehension of the religious, political and social significance
of the benedictions in Indian epigraphic texts demands thorough acquaintance with
the history of ancient India through ages with reference to and in comparison, with
information found in contemporaneous creative and normative sanskritic literature,
accounts penned by foreign travellers as well as archacological findings. This is
indeed a colossal task and requires a well-organized teamwork of scholars from
various disciplines.
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ETTRS : SIS EILH T AP
ESRer|

FLFSTR: - W IS ~H14 fIw 2ib oreh wwes =z igett 72 @b
T, IR (NG OfNT TAGHF M@ 7| OF w72 Jwa 8 Reiw 2o 20d) ip asEa
e ol Rf#B-sm-apar-2 151 WE-SORF CFE@ G AGRIGTS! (21 S AT 7w
TG TURY 8 FEEEIG T2 O WK 19| 58 IR &0 GpF T 79| O I fsfieea
FACRHE R oF-efoera Tor (2] o ofs q0g e F3y 7w @ & a1 oF [om
(& FAE, I AT N G *ME OIfF? @7 Ted T2 AT, T SIFRFE T
EMEEETSl @ I @S (N W PG A @ (WS T W I
R RTTR eTer I T FUAR @F, O G AT W AT TS| 2D e
TP AFT OGP N Aeaedd (seofd. - soxefR) 2o o2 afey I s
R FEE T (@S, 93 G2 AN@H MRAGF | FPEFR @o bl OF S
PO I FETTETe], @ Uit @7 (AE WfoTReien weeseE s sfever wfaon
ANGT A | @6 BT TN TS eprrel ¢ ffiedifs s o e |l @ma
oRreRmE AR T fof wive swen @wals, crBam wfae, aeeR-ed-Afs
RITT AT @R PRI GRAF | GBItE 0 (@S A, FRNEE AF-(FEd |
G FOTTEFEIA WEADR OACeH PG G dFm SEc TSR (),
R (FF), ARY (TAF)-9F QR Ak 07 deffeee weapoia wfvweid aftee 2@
@S @ T2w ANGS (e e (TF @l (@ ol a8 Y3 AN AL TGO
ey fof SIS TR *AEBIR FAGGE NS ORI ATWF 2@ @M=

AoF *: IS, I FB, HEWH A, wredfers, werer =Mz

R

ISR AFHEHE (T (@ OO TEFE *IFET AT 55 eF TR
s REET T o (T ¥ EE g T @l G TOWE IFR
FE AFSTIET O I 8 Towmd TH-KAE TF IE (O T2 €3 & (@14,
OITITS PRAGIARINT TRINT APV, @ ROqeRienziG GIRmEns’
TOMIET I AIBET P @B AT @ T8 T @ I A JRRAE
T ¢ o @fieaeE agfeies QENsT @ & T TBRFEATFER 561 6
8 I TorR oriffNe g owa exwibe wfvws aorF SfugerE, erh ouE
@Y e *Wwnda e witaen afower A O@ WERIE ATET J7ed
Ao @ R e Ty 92 qft Ao, oE (WS T A PIFIE) ¢ I
(et F A 2FR0) e fefefes [ e g8 @i ofea
ey e I9Te W FINET @ [Fg AVRE wEdE IR [ A
EAGAIS @R ET6I (A SN F4 I @ FA-SOTTT IFAR T Afowed
QAFS AbiTed A58 ANAFOR FICAT TWH FAF S| AGE SRTFE (ol
Wmfﬂlmﬁﬁa"fﬁ ©UIbIEA WO SHed AOHICE TS wEesias e
i@ S

T AP (5 FAFL TN |
FIHACS FAFRArogae AfaFrares|®

TFOTAET FIYPICE T, T AR A TS LRI Q0@ O TN
TG AFFIED (QADAE G FCACR | TE FALHITRNCET A0 Frpfesier ol
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6T 8 I TORA [THIFe Ty I | TNME OF (O RETE @rel, wie
8 FIIF TARCFE AR FEFIE AfFeR Rew @ 2@ A

AOTAGTET TVTolgd TAGA T O 2 ey AN, R @i, v
AT (@ (PG TS | FVTPT e TS Aojif*re welefe Srg T4 AT

@R SRRy Reigre NN IR TieaTa@erel o (49)
RGBS el
qfie FIF € *NF TP AOITIAS3 AWMA TNA-JFT AN FBR, (AL OF2 THCA
e 3T ferm fRame o o 299 @rel T, 93 T e W
FiavaEs Tofgfs wed I, wHig Fawa ¢

GETIGTET FSHPTIR

ORI TT7 S TqG© AbeH dFM AIGF 1S I STo@ BT, I Y372
R e e i @3 FRyeRR T FiRe saeaReEeR o Sammef
@ (ot | OIN2-Beh-Fub (ANIAE TS *1oF) AN ATS TP LFIT
A7E| W8 (ANAE FEW WeF) wd ¢ WA (AR 7S @2 @B A
(@ AT *oF) eI N eS| TN IR O FPARWR Y
Flog 2o TRY) TAEPRGRE (poetic figures) *MEPE € G@redE R Jws
EfIeE FA W2 FYCTVES O R ™ ¢ Wdd Afzegee e a1, *mmd
Aferel FRW (SFR) ©NERd Frog W, IR Y R FR-wE 9T
FoRIfG-afemle av ATl tiEe T, T 7Sl TG IFmT SRAIDSE
o2 2FO FACS QR FCACR| ©F WS FJWa FRPYEA @AfE o 2o Aot afecn
TN A TG O (FATS HISARF 2 (@), T =l FRpeE fofd =0 a1 ¢F
TS AFe! nal fof S QI ety ee welts | ofF oo et 26 IR
ey «f o9 TR afey | @3 wreiR e feferes stefa gl afefis =7
JRRS] AN @8 oiRAig Afeaml yfEelm e Mg 9t o9 e SRR
TamiHele @Fm FFA A AW ¢ AT TAFACTI MG CofF 2| 2 TAFATR
TEOIR (M, LAMS A AT Nool FF SRR 752 9l TP ffoq e I
JCT SIH IR AOTS | ELT 6 @elqd IRl AW iRl wwe IR
‘Riti consists essentially of the objective beauty of representation (of the intended
idea), arising from a proper unification of certain clearly defined excellences, or
from sound or sense.”’ TEFIE, ¢d @ Ffeq e Pl FeER MidefEme
Q0! AMFFOE ARCE (AF MATS GRCR| AfeAM! SRR FRE THFOR (AFS
I TW R A [ Avfers IRy eRdeE R0 93 Okl SN I AR
RIS MAF efe Fool AfEs ool GBI @RI I FR-FEF (kavi-siksa)-d @956
(T | QR R 2@ GIIBT AR GO #7=2=19e QIR A G TC, “With the
advance of the theoretical aspects of the science, this theme was no doubt, made the
object of a separate study by a group of writers who make it their business to instruct
the poet in his profession’.’ ©F I 26T & ARG 2 ‘@foer-F| (6T OFE, W
A2 AFA IEACRA| OMd IR F4d Afee! 2o wwEifsfe a2dt smere’ At
TS (AMI8) ANES AR GFIOIE (WATRA, ‘antenatal capacity of the mind’.”
TEAKRNES BN TeeRTd ¥ TeeR [e€re ane Afeqaersd o[
®ACNEE @67 oo ‘dfeera I ReW@ T F4 @R A@E
(intelligence) A il g yfEef wifvwca 5w, A FE [T BT TR
Rt IR meT PRy wferqedn 3 yEcee sia ffd




aferqed | SO WP *MEd “fiFR 31

FACH G FIYAEE SRR 1 (*TF (7211 @6 FRPYZ ©2428 AT
@S I T4 O T g I AN fFw Wi, Tk o i 2w w0 @3
b1 wEePIER ] aetd 2 @few e Fiaed ©f @ AfES 7@
AT | ARSI @ A ~AfTore 2@ #I19)

AR fTfiem e e o (R aforqed Spad SR Kiamt (Res 2
AT DAL *OF (AL AbfTe o WRE I3 GH;G Fanea il
R RO (P 9F AN RITPR | @F IS I IR0 AL (SR
I ¥OF)| €3 SRR ANPIEL AM &FF AEF @ STl A FEREA|
RO 3@ TEeFRRMT o)l Teke e fofers @bz awm wedt age @
TRWME T . OAS WA (AF &F I aAWH A TR 6T 7@ FFaAqG
TGaZRITee TR (ARTR) Bl OF6! I LB SO TWASIGE SATEABAT
A T e biee 2eTF) U2 SFIE ®FEAM AFAIESE O KR
ol owr W ofd T e -A e Okl 2 2R CRpAml A egRfEa
FITIF-QF AR (AF | CHBATR ARl TR AT SHIAC 70X A @Iord
Ri4-ore ada TeM WG WG FHA, AT A @S I, om, [efea @
T SET S AR G Y06 9F HG T TEITe =) IO A
FHAe ATFO! GTRIFN| I R/ TABRS T TEMAdA AP A @O G
T R @S I =t SEire @ GATs, T4 T O (GItdR AT T e
IO AL [ef& BZ-AFI T2 Toa1 S| (AT Fa© 27
a2 TR WS WIE AT G I AFMET TTBIGE BT AT I @3
ORI OfoTaeed A GEVRLER Gl fhelomm 77 fog aferqetess wefs
AITOI2 JCF AR 210F A FIGABT WS SHAMIGa e Wi g efedre oy
Sfat Ay et dfaeme a9 evhre wemdel o2 gt ==
Tfed A TRl @2 g AbfeTs qReE 30 I Sfa [ quEe geard g @
a1 I B oF AFeEe Aol A et i 37 @ fawe fze | awiene fweEe
IFE O (AIfAE 79N *oF) Weol wifgs AR oD IRelBIE rifery @ite wfed
R TR &b TG, Fekrewee d4tg) 93 SRAISRTE Jeerd wioww
@ @AM vy T Heri@d w1 e 71, o Wy TWike T EeE ar AT
eFgsld ORI | WEFS, TGOS, TGO CTALRI, B2 ¢ THAr 7
AR P2 R/ITAWT TR TN (9| A3 T DS 2R FII A Ty
ANFA @AATE AN IA Ao TG i o agers an [ofe
o, gF e afedy o Jee ad, 3 EEE @ERITR I8 99 FRCeTe
Torwas Wity AN O Gfend $ied W @A A3 I AGT 20 AEw
T OLE W A WS T ©@2 @2 AfGHE AEB W) M effs @3
TRERS SR (P2 Afoaqed ®FAIME T AYE THRET PR SRR
THSA TPIER b B9 (KoM, wper, wqe Ffer, Jfepd o[) wfeqaetess
S @A T WL o1 [Rabe 2wwe) wawed 09 -

7 2 rs sfonds aqste| va ReRmerafesfmeaEtifes

Tdfie T BUl @ ww 2@ A e, gger ¢ et e e e 23
TACST TAIre A SR A5 W afiedy @ [or (F1y A A5 HAa-
ATGl, TwloF SomiE TR) e s fed, A @@ 7167 Sfeqes wis-Tese
THAfFe AT I G2 W SRS ORI TRR, OFe Goqaed I SR JEHHI
FAGE FACET | T AGPIE AW AT Jfer© 27 ACEF I s J O
aE sTfoe IferifeR SR JuE T S I FIEHT e = -1
TEFR-INER T F7l 7S I KO O ARER AT WIS G Goreq
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T O WA AT TG BB FRY ADGTS AR G IR
AGTAYAT TS P I @2 G2 @ I O Tred o 11 foe1 3w fise
P, SfSTASTSR (FI5+ GIFIF 1l S ©f SRl FAT e 4yE 2
MR @ Fow ey AfSax 76 ToIm TeTe!, W FHARd qF qfSqen
ACTF T, (T2 OF3 Gfosee! qGF0B A1S FACO FACS AT ATIHCF 8 20T @Il
WG| ST FACCFR A A AR /TR el fofers FrRye fomenst o w1
TA®| @ @A A4 O 7 R/HR51 /iA @A (N @D oo edfigemne=y
T @ [ TR @ @R BAy) @ B o aeEd | k@ wRy
@G AF© JTT GFAPRT ba) fF @A AR @21 T WECE A
QLA Y FEANIETT | HZHHN I (@ AP GPIFie T, S @I onea
1

TY A SR TN F AT A N ae L3 |
Flifg oo, SENag Fasaga

TfoTaetdd 2 afoTe A Dot 37 =FeiEs |ia SofEfor e @
gFIfdre| ©fF TCe Wa TGN 2@ €O T AR (I FACIHETAR. (73| TR
TV WfCATS FARFI ST, KW =Tl (ofH2 T0e AT ) @A AL
@ HETS! 2B ARG A Q! FAES! FACRA R/ARL FICE TP FC,
Tfoaqed (12 SRIFHFPS A |

FEmES @ S ffitd R Ee afeTaesd ot A
e Mt ey a wdik @bl 91 [ FRE M @ (iR w0 EREe
a7 2T SNGF oFF| @ [ANCS AR TALBIER A T Gpron A4 2rB3
7@, (F (& A6F M, G 6T A - qL-FIN-NTFT 00! 5 HIC T
e 7 | 9% o THHe O WeTasd WRS OO WEF CAMITR 5ol o
v SoEfaee Mg T TAIME T (AF JeHERE F® IW@ @ -
dfeyfer a9 oRewe forl o ¢ WA @FEbR, ©f IF =@ TMASCG
CF@E| BT (T THF (T AT 2%, OF FFo FAPrae Sfoqqes @5 FAE
FHFEACOd AfGAE QeI BN ‘Ananda (bliss) has been accepted as an
eternal and invisible mark of the Supreme Principle from the Upanisdic period in
Indian thought ; but the Saiva Darsana goes a step further... We have to remember
that the alankara section of the sastra,--- in more senses than one, the nucleus of the
sastra---, was remodelled in wake of the rasa-cum-vyanjana doctrines in Kashmir at
a time when the saiva Darsana was one of the dominant thought.”™* @2 SRR
VAL I IR T @ ST~ T [ ASTISE RS eeibh i« dor
Tfowel TWAeigd SEbR eelrre ool 2eAR a3efel Jimm IF e
o T 91 T o vl fREwe ol s vare, gereeEyov,
FF oG - @7 WG AN o [T Tl RS AZ gt 7@ SeoFma
e eefow TR BFl T T AFHTO TR OF AAgefee WAL
ToEfRef

FUENFER 2N ToWITe 50 WA eFg QRIS ‘eejfeer, @3 sifTefie b
RS TRl TRFE@E 7@ f[ifte w1 ¢ W [ ovfere Amd @&t
FTHAAS L WOl T IARLSI (A 19 8 G FIIARN 50 e 7 o
IR IR (@ Ao T TG AFOSR] (Sl FRFES' ™ @b TP
‘geffosr Awy FUR wfoqed JRE FAe 936 O, A TR ARHRE 27,
e wdle «2 Ife sl s dr ¥7g Fiag weel, 7 Ffere TR
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YPI*e) FRPYER Tolted At 9% [V ALH vy 9F0R| @I Wifes woives
o, G AR 2 T FH @Ol WLAG AOAISE SGIPTHIC 62 AN
I HeICS AT | AT FRL-2FIM*S FHd el Fe fres e ot w1
2 TR I ofeThTe 27 O3 ARAENF | CAAEG FNIR T
AP FACoR FAIBS A @92 FANANG | THTEAT I -

i T3 Tae o] girrerexs)

afereay e o Reggensi®
Fefoe Ao, TN WS T Ay, OFR AR e gfices sjfEw wieafe 2w
TR | S TR G AN T AR Y A=ATe-211<f<, T ez vl o eifsffre awa
R i

wfeaeted J AR FR A 29 FAY HIRE ATE IR0 G FwHLE A H
T O SEMCT FHAR AN ©Aed wprad 0 e i @ e wee
fge @G TR fof waten ymcET wwre J@ R@R A6 AT
ST @ IF2. AT | OF A4 THAMAeR 27 o, oger ¢ cofaifs
eI R Rels witg wnlh R ¢ @nlh Afge o/ @3 Sawmel wewie
fosfiel afeer qv o wEEfes @oted YR S A AHW S TR TGS
FERWI TG AW (bliss) S I | “Afqeifs *tw @3 efn v T +fafoe
o8 PR RO M6 afeqwe aF @36 W@ I 21 [ GJF A G
JERA CFC ACF 11 T ABRbASR [ive Ror’ oF afermer afeqw eFH=e
e 2 qft B7 v tofa =1 7 O eren 7@ wififen e ariee
@12 Glfe e @, Aoy wim iEd @7 9w W, 4R qFh o o,
B O TACeA PPLAA G35 eFerd TAME 26T WgS T Y@ @ S@d Il
= T o R M@ wriEel tefk = W8 o wedl e wieEE) o
wfoTaee g9 EiTeY Tl B wovTere arg oFael g foren 7l ©F
ETED, WH *FE qR O ANRA OIell SERS BRI GWRF G (GTEHD
ATATFTT AL AW AT @Fg [[CIG IR ©fF o T AT T
ROE@E M) G- Aok (A0F g FA00 2 Ao T @0 9=
ANfEEe fore afem (il @ W Gl 21 O T 2o ABIeane -
ARG AT GFR TR Afeere 561 BT SCAS ARFTIE | GTOIR S
FIRA| G2 FYR (AR ARF OFp 2RTo0q ©F SHFHT FACET ABR *FF| O W
T T FACEIR TNAe Agefe’ *° ofF I SqEkl T SNEE [
TBF ey wre ord e [eiEd o afeqme afewed TR Tama 764
MR IER T F0F, e Sfers! 1 qH WG (@ FAOR AE T @A@Y
TR AT ©12 o017 Ny B S AW AR F (73 ol o1 Tt a2,
*FCFA [0 T 7ol wieel wfifen L) ©F@ @G P Qe S8 ANE
SR A Togifre wwelE wEaR el e IE e Awce iR o
IFER AT AW NG a 9Fg (o 2| O Wo Fzmy ol ‘afeqr A
IGNLEILE B AOREE J9ce Y 2| F8 vy W2 @R AR AENFS IO
gfeess e T8 2 91| ABHSTH WRFE O T T 2 oA @3 o
@ frem ENRes wiered #fHpace AReeR e 2@ [elEr 1 AaRdpe =
O GG W AT AN, (AT RS gfer 2SI 7@, ©F T G
o AP A2 HAfRTe BT G7 e w8 WawEy e AFFR #A© I AT
IS @I AR AN (SNFo| OF TAEA €3 J[AF AN geam wfeaqes, °F
TRCF 9 [P oo wire wfees! i e e =4 Sw) o 1o
T ANGCFA 2[CF ©L2 RO a7l THFre FRePTE AFWa T 78 T4
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©IF 0 4R AT FeFF A ITEdCE I OR) TAFS | @W @A I
CF AR ACTE ASI© T AM O W & FATFA HA A AT | ©OF G I
A ARAFS G ST | S Ao TFre [MoReE A Ao, AE
ABE@ ¢t (7 ©IF 5 Tem I8 A DTSRl aEme g, Gole e
@ AW @ T Ay Somel oF Sfvceer wwd Some 7 2| Sidie G5 (&I
qefe A afewer A Towifen TRERAT T (@A FAHFR (2 OE O
ATHS A Tifex Afeare THF AFWT T8 I7Fael 20 | AL TS PCE3
BEG SoMIAE SfeAqetEd IO TNEA WV SHAWE 20O 20| O3 FWd

©IF e 59 ¢ fon SIeed @@ (R efejfosel o 36) WY I WA Fed
HW S FACS AR A2 ATV JHFGE TG | I (@MNS O AR *Ifece
& Q™R 9@l qA ATTGRE. W, BIF 0 NS 27| Ao Fzww o7 e
e T @ifee Wfew ofavere TN wfeww s e SNy wew 3o =@ @3
F@ o ANE @ Reor-ager-gfesfreee s afsg A @ @1 fre@e
QAN AERF AT w2 ACF | T2m@F F-6l OF [iee FI0e2 afee 2| @
oId 9 geffee We w2 wfeqe = O E weited WA | WeAeted 93
AT 9N A&

TS TP BIRONT T A AT P RN wfoqqed S Feae a5
e @D @3 @, AoMCR A (A6 I AFME Ao@OR AREN GFoE! (&Il
IeRE Toifgs AT #Ata 1 Ife GIBIR 1 wFmed & fofs, fog abme oI
oerF A Colte FRORAPT Jfesifrerrmz o2 g ok wqeEie sRfedms
G *FE 0o BRI O 76J SANAGHER Tty eI 7, SIS S S fce
2| O ©ACSH PG I I Seg I 2@

AIB SIS TR *E SIS IO TPIHI 2B T4 Agfefes e
folte @ Rb@RE '@ ~vfir, v, aferded Ifeq el 9F wwyEd At
I(E TMAOLGH *FORRR oAoq AT e AfeTeteq R wFe WM
PR TED (@ AR W ©f T @N Jfe/qeqe el NEaes
(@TEE aF *oF) @AF GRS TWRANN ©F RENE AJHAEE  SoFIoT
IR O e @Y /i BN Fes Toemway |/ (F@e TN T% 3491
T GMCS ACE I A e RO /iFama @Ats Greed @it 4l abfas
TR (bW =Yl Ok Fg T e R «aee e Reafeeiw vEe am e
IO ©fges @ FReFFNA e AR (AfE T =1e<),
TS (GIMH *OF), TF (N *10F) T OF Soasidd Sl Tgfe #e
FACR) R FRIME el bl 995 Tefd @3 Ol a1 FoS dramaturgy-3
Al 2@ AR e 723 ¢ [ivey ©g e w7gH 390 9k ®@ERmE 1o
IR fToq S SEHIRHCES HoiW wPesd FC (Ol T AGASHE AIT
Ag @3 A Do s wbo T wew Flow wferqeted @ s o
AR &bl SIReR SERFRHTER - m=e A ~fAFe I @re @)

Tareeer

3. T @GN, 7R

R, B TN FETPIT-AHT DT, 7. RO
o, FHANF- v.80, %, bR,

8. HANCTP-CTBT 3.5, 7. 5.
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Y. History of Sanskrit Poetics, p. 92.
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. Ol

S, KA BT 3.9, 5. 5.

0. FEANF- L3, . doA,

S, SFACETP- BT 5.59, 7. 00,

3R, Studies in Indian Poetics, p. 46/60.

SO, FAETP- O.br, 5. .

38, FfoTTeE M TG T, (CHETF ©.8), 7. Wb

S¢. BT, 7. W

Y, FRET FFIT, 5. v,

fadifoe arweifn

IR | FEE (SfeTaee FO (@5 SIeriRe) | O, A RGBT CTHeE 9
ANV SEIGRG | FETF @ (@) FaTl: &, JAST ae (Fe, Soeq I |

oo, & f. afaves | O, agt 91 Sifve; Sl 8 Wife: 205e!

OB, e | MRy e FeTen: fges!, spvo |

SO, oW1 b7 GIFCT SR NET PR IS AFS ABE 9IS,
SOYo T |

©AS | FAF SN AG 1 AL AWM ICWIAGR 1 FASO TIAG AT 1 S0CH
I (5T &) |

©TG | FHAF T US| T O™ ICWIAGR | PRl TIAG AFHT 1 S5y
(5T =) |

I, ST AL 1 77 6 TF1 FePIOl: TFS BT I, S80¢ AW |
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e ffen sron wrffieegefire amm @ Fog ememe s, T 2@ e
e @A ACST GO ToAR A e Rifew wndfReeaefre St @difen T Tre
fifen ¥ Tifex Tom fofe s, i fefieaem foq fon yeeR zre wuae o @i
@3B AMFER TolR e WA T TR R ORI A, (12 &aREBE Tow frew saR
A @RS T TR | SWRAAFRGA, @I [Foewe giEen e 2w Ay A
e Amdd epfen THR fTew I (@ - S{Re, (RS 8 AWFCOE (S SN
fafqy @difgem), sk @ cFE @ T 2R A9 R GEEt 6T AT G2
e THFT aFfod ToF 97 @ (AN - (TN, @FEDOED 8 TRISES! (OW
T fafty @dfqen);, adR, @ oRg 9 8 @l ered fefere St
@fdfaet a1 @R (@ - 7 ¢ AAfem SgEe fafy @dfen) | 7wt foy for
Rerieaem giens ~fuafee o3 g3 afey wqaE, foq fon o woye 20~
FONA Il faeE @R ~Hicenas orew Y@ [y 2 7 ¢ wFieftem s fafk
a1 Te FEFT e FeNRETGR N @ABres MY ¢ ARidrem N @3 fafiy
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Q. ‘There are two lines of thought pertaining to the types of inference in Buddhist logic. One
can be attributed to Gautama and the other to Prasastapada.’
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CLASSIFICATION OF HEROINE (NAYIKA) IN SANSKRIT
RHETORICAL TEXTS: A COMPREHENSIVE STUDY

NANDITA BARUI

Abstract: In Sanskrit literature, the categorization of heroines, known as nayika-bheda, holds
great importance, especially in the discipline of classical poetics, also known as alamkarasastra.
The notion of nayika-bheda, which has its roots in ancient treatises like as Bharata's Natyasastra
and others, offers an in-depth classification of female characters based on their emotional and
psychological reactions in romantic relationships. This essay explores the historical background
of these classifications, looks at how they were expanded upon in later works like
Sahityadarpana and Rasikapriya, Saduktikarnamrta and evaluates their applicability in the
contemporary Indian context, particularly in literature, media, and film. This study aims to
investigate how traditional categories such as mugdha, pragalbha, vipralabdha, and others relate
to and differ from modern portrayals of feminine identities in Indian cultural works.

Keywords: Nayika, Sanskrit literature, Indian Aesthetics.
Introduction

Sanskrit heroine representations have long been a staple of play and poetry, capturing
not only the individual characteristics of the heroines but also the emotional and social
climate of the period. Classical Sanskrit rhetoricians frequently debate the idea of
nayika-bheda, or the classification of heroines, in order to convey the emotional and
situational complexity of female heroes. Many times, the categorizations are
determined by particular traits, such the Nayika’s emotional state, her relationship
with the hero, or her stage of love. The classifications are useful in both academic and
practical contexts. They provide writers of plays and poetry with a framework for
creating characters that have resonance and depth on an emotional level. This study
will analyse various Nayika classifications found in the canonical Sanskrit texts and
show how these classifications aid in the formation of rasa, or the experience of
aesthetics, in literary works. It will also evaluate the categories' applicability in the
contemporary Indian setting, particularly in literature, media, and cinema. This study
aims to look into the way ancient archetypes, such as mugdha, pragalbha, vipralabdha,
and others, might be interpreted in Indian cultural outputs and how they differ from
modern portrayals of feminine identities.

A few rhetoricians opinions are given below:
Agnipurana

The mythological encyclopedia of Indian education is called Agnipurana.! Although
the Natyasdatra is generally considered to be the ancient extant work on the theory of
Sanskrit Poetics, several topics have been discussed in Agnipurana. In addition to
discussing the theory of poetics, the various kinds of heroines (Nayika) are mentioned
in chapter 339.2 For the first time in the Agniprana heroines have been described as
the suspension of the Sringara Rasa. There are eight types of heroines and twelve
kinds of Vibhavs. However, the term ‘heroine’ is unclear. There are Swakiya,
Parakiya, Punarvii, Kousika, Samanya etc.’

47
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Natyasastra

Bharata’s Natyasastra is the oldest work on Alankarsastra. In the opinion scholars,
this work belongs to 1% century B.C. This work consists of 37 chapters and deals with
dramaturgy. In the 34" chapter, Bharata is drawn to four types of heroine. There are
Divya, Nrpapatni, Kulastr1, Ganika. They are different according to the signs. These
heroines have eight types of states in relationship to their hero or Nayaka. They
describe the states of heroines in the following order:

1. Vasakasajja: A heroine who is dressed up and waiting for the arrival of her
lover.

Virahotkanthita: A heroine who is distressed by the absence of her lover.
Svadhinapatika: A heroine whose lover is submissive to her.
Kalahantarita: A heroine estranged due to a quarrel with her lover.
Khandita: A heroine who is angry at her lover’s infidelity.

Vipralabdha: A heroine who has been deceived by her lover.

Prositaprika: A heroine whose lover is away on a journey.

8. Abhisarika: A heroine who boldly goes out to meet her lover.®

Nk

The heroines are further classified into two varieties of the Sringara rasa, the rasa
related to love: Samvoga and Vipralambha. Vasaksajja, Swadhinavatrika, and
Abhisarika are associated with Samvoga, the others with Vipralambha.

Next many rhetoricians were talking about the same type of variation and states of
heroine. Some opinion of some well-known rhetoricians is given below:

After Bharata, many rethoricians gave the classification of heroine. Among all
Dasariipaka is a famous work. This work is done by Dhananjaya. This poetics is
dealing with dramaturgy and not with the several topics. This theory is divided into
four Prakasa. In the 2" Prakasa, the classification of heroine is found. It is said in the
commentary, as far as possible the signs of a hero must have in heroines- seimeawa
TrrsRaE=REfT Aeka.® The author divided the heroine into three ways. There are:
Sviya, Parakiya, and Ganika- = aremomfifa agom sife frn” The same divisions are
said by other rhetoricians. e.g.

Rudrata said-

TR TTSSITT-<dT L THOT: |

A e rameerere St (Kavyalamkara-12.16)

Vis$vanatha said-
371 TfyeRT forevar Tars=aT EremotEf
ARIRETRAOafT FemESRH || (Sahitya Darpana- 3.56)
Saradatanaya said-
TS wrewelt A Bifeen mikeer wan (Bhabprakasna- 4.135)
So, we can see that most of rhetoricians accept same types of heroine-

1. Sviya: The hero’s wife is called Sviya, who is possessed of good character
and honorable. Sviya nayika may be three types. There are: Mugdha,
Madhya and Pragalbha- ‘grem wear sedfe wfear sharstarfeg®’.® The same sub-
divisions are said by Rudrata, Vi$vanatha, and others.’
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Mugdha: The inexperienced woman, who has a desire for new youth,
is shy in love and gentle in anger- ‘grm Taea s wt amr 9g; Hfer. 10

Madhya: The partly experienced woman, who has a love of rising
youth and permits its indulgence even to fainting- ‘wedreEiaATEm
Areragraam. ! Again, the madhya nayika are three types: Dhira, Adhira,
Dhiradhira.'?

Pragalbha: The experienced woman is called Pragalbha. She is blinded
by youth, crazed with love, infatuated and clinging, as it were, to the
body of her husband for joy even at the beginning of love’s pleasures-
“Frarrem wi=ET wrer...” 3 Again, this heroine is also divided into three
types. These are Dhira, Adhira, Dhiradhira. This Pragalbha has two
types, Jyestha (older) and Kanistha (younger).'4

There is only one type of Mugdha. The other six varieties of Madhya and the three
kinds of Pragalbha are each twofold. Thus, the total number of Sviya heroines is

thirteen.?

2.

Parakiya: a woman who is a maiden or married. A woman who is married
to another should never figure in the principal sentiment; but love for
maiden one may employ at will, in connection with the principal or the
subordinates’ sentiments-

FTIE FHRIRIET o AT Wt |

FRATTT e, FATGSITG T SR |

Ganika: A common woman or Sadharanstri is a courtesan, skilled in the
arts, bold and cunning- “aremoms TR FemEeTHEEE’. ' When many men are
addicted to a woman, then she is called Ganika.!” She should be presented
as in love with the hero except in a Prahasana; she should not figure in
drama concerned with a divine king- ‘wha wwees, Jwr fesrqusari!® But,
Vi$vanatha especially accepted 384 types of heroine."”

Of these types of heroines, there may be eight varieties of states about her hero or
Nayaka- ‘srmeraeer: & w@refufaete: 12 There describes the states of heroines in the
following order:

Swadhinabhartrka: One whose lover sits by her side and is at her service,
and who takes pleasure in it- ‘re=E=HOT T8 TR

Vakasasajja: One who adorns herself for joy when her lover is about to come-
‘et ATEEEST T Avegerta a1

Virahotkanthita: One who is disturbed when he tarries without being at fault-

o o £© S
IRICISERNIED _Sl; [SRTchUSAT-HAT:

’|23

Khandita: Khandita is filled with jealously on discovering her lover to be
disfigured through his relations with another- ‘Frs=ragnfasgd @iedsatmiiar>

Kalahantarita: Kalahantarita is one who suffers regret after she has repulsed
him indignation- ‘FerTfmsiq foedsgemariigs 1>
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Vipralabdha: One who is gently offended that her lover has not come to the
appropriate place for love agreed upon- ‘frsretirrememwTsfafemTar 26

Prositapriya: Prositapriya is one whose lover is in a distant land on some work
purpose- “gRRE g Frid: sfvatsar?’
Abhisarika: One who love-struck, goes to her lover or makes him to come to
her- “wmTatsRret Hi ardgshete, 2

Classification of Heroine According to Kamasastra

Kamasastra is another stream of Sanskrit literature. Here some love and happiness-
related topics are discussed. The topics of the types of heroine are also explained. But
here it is classified somewhat differently.

The greatest book is Kamasiitra of Vatsayana, among the best-known works of
Kamasastra. Although the names of the earlier texts were found in 1% Adhikana of
Kamsiitra, the author still collected the main contents from that book and composed
brief topics.?

Vatsayana said about two types of heroines in 1% chapter of the 3™ Adhikarana. There
are Ekacarini Brtta and Prabhascarya. Ekacarini Brtta is the one and only wife of
her husband. The author discusses the several duties that her family has.>® The
discussion of Prabhascarya follows.?! Additionally, another kind of heroine known as
Punarvil is depicted.>

The 4™ Adhikarana’s name is Vaisika. In the six chapters, every aspect of ganika, or
prostitute, is covered.’> Numerous categories exist for Ganika, such as Kumvadasi,
Paricarika, Kulata, and others.>*

A well-known work on Kamasastra is Ratirasasya. Kokkoka is the author. The
fifteenth chapters of this book are followed by Kamasitra. The first chapter also
mentions the heroine, Jyayadhikara, and her differences. Citrini, Hastini, Samkhini,
and Padmint are among them-

Wﬁﬁﬁ?ﬂﬁﬁ“ﬁﬁﬁﬁf@ﬁﬁ?ﬂ%’%ﬁﬁgl

SR T T g Jafaeaiae|
In Pancasayaka, we also see classifications such as Ratirasasya. It was authored by
Pandit Jyotirisa. The following five chapters are listed.3® These traits are covered in
the first chapter. The portion, called Astanayika-Samuddesa.’’, revolves around eight
heroine states. Ratimanjuri also exhibits the same classification- =t fafeft 2= wifeh
et e 138

Heroine classification, characterized as Saduktikarnamrta

The book, Saduktikarnamrta, was compiled by Sridharadasa and is an anthology
work. As such, it covers a wide range of topics. This area has five Pravaha, or streams.
In the second one, Srngarapravaha, talks about partners, love, and other things.>* In
the texts, the compiler discusses various subjects in great detail. Nevertheless, we now
go over the classification of heroine using examples from poetics that the compiler
provided in Saduktikarnamrta's Srngarapravaha.
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In Srgarapravaha many types of heroine names and their beautiful examples we can
see. Most of them are classified by well-known poets. Some names of heroine are:
Mugdha, Madhya, Praurha, Kukasri, Khandita, Swadhinpatika and others.

The poet Gosoka said that growth and development is very surprising. Their eyes,
face, breasts, frown on, desire to love and all are attractive. Changes are noticed in
their behavior-

G %ﬁﬂgﬁ qiftger:|

Tgeed Fategenma|
The poet Srihanimana imagines that a young girl would attempt to cover her body
with her spirit rather than her hands if she were to pass next to any guy. Though she
expresses indifference, as if she had no longing for love, she thinks about love. A few
young girls with experience said that they don't want to fall in love. They exhibit
observable physical and behavioral changes. Rajsekhara, the renowned poet, spoke
about a young girl's transformation:

d('dhlqs_\“llﬁ ARISENNIERENE
Fm: STTest TSl

SR TATCRT: TpeHTeE= ATt

HET AREEATEE U e afe| !

A poet gave the example of a Mugdha heroine, in which one of the heroines told her
friend that the cuckoo's call had not been able to break her heart in the same way in
recent years. These days, however, spring is giving her a new feeling. However, for
some reason, she was also concerned. It's possible that she has never been married-
T TERITEA! S T TR = vl
IeHUSTHRALS | Arae: foRfiam) 42

In general, Madhya heroine is experienced about the sex and married life. That’s why
she encouraged her hero for coition. The hero asks his heroine about physical changes,
how her rapid beauty grew. Kalidasa said, although the heroine does not have any
gesture, but the gladness in her body is expressing her hearty felling-

RedeaicrTRT= FEmie ¥ Fed

;i Sqfy qeesE: Fmfan s
Pragalbha heroines are too much experienced about love and sex. Due to reason her
physical luster very much increased and they mercurial in coition. Every body parts
like breast, eyes lips etc. are expressed her desire-

rrer TeyoEE wifa-

feepfoarcamgeamd fawaforsm)

JATTI A

e teratETeeT: 1144

The Naborha heroines or newlywed women don't conceal their emotions or show their
yearning. They don't glance at her spouse, but she notices, so she tells more than just
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what she sees® without saying anything. Some of the devoted heroines conceal their
shyness. As a result, the hero is more drawn to her heroine. The state of the Garbhin1
heroine was beautifully portrayed by Kalidasanandi. Their face seems dehydrated in
this condition, and their body undergoes several modifications. However, they look
different this time. They offer up prayers for her family every day. Protein-rich foods
are what they eat. They also like speaking with her husband in the interim. They want
to keep their baby healthy:

TRUTARRERTEATIgY TUefif:

FesheaE T e 9l

aqeferererti s 6
One more heroine is Kulastr1. A lot of poets have written about her behaviour. One of
the most famous kavyas provides an example. That is Mahakavi Kalidasa’s
Abhijnanasakuntala, a poem that is renowned across the world. Her father gave her
behavioral counsel when Sakuntala visited her husband's home-

T W1 SfeFOT e TR R
AT TIEvITE Jaraait AT, FHewTer: 47

Umapatidhara said about the Asati or kulata heroine that, they are very nice to see;
they very much attracted with her lover not to her husband, and usually met her lover
at the river side. We can see many sub-divisions of this heroine. There are: Guptasati,
Prachanasati, Bidagdhasati, Laksitasati etc. The examples of all these types of
heroines we get in Sringarapravaha of Saduktikaramrta.*

The next classification is VeSya or Ganika. All rhetoricians are accepting this
classification. Rudrata said when the hero meets with other heroin except wife, and
then they feel fear. So he went to outside to meet someone else, with whom he can
coition fearlessly-

ST St 7 AR
[ERIE R RN T
BRI RIFGRAE I
HeeidTEaReT Tt

These types of heroine are called Ganika. They take money from hero instead her
body and then left him.>

A heroine who has a spouse who cheats on her is known as a Khandita heroine. The
different poets were characterized by the state of these heroines. According to a poet,
he had a quiet conversation with his wife when he got home after the copulate. She
did not, however, persuade him to speak. In response, she said she no longer trusted
him. She didn't even want to stay with him.>! Heroin occasionally claimed that he was
harming her. The heroine grew agitated at seeing the injured sign on his body-

ST TAGHTEHCTEET A HieTahTet &l

wrscaref sHurm=rer qafa ATy e %2
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Birohini is the next kind of heroine. Because of breaks, our heroine is worried about
her boyfriend. She was crying uncontrollably, and her face was fading. She told her
companion that she had been transformed into a colourless, used flower. Her body
and soul are heated throughout this period because of the breaks. Sandals and other
items cannot dissipate this heat. It is possible to restore her lover's coma. She is unable
to choose where she goes or what she does. Only she has the ability to commit her
lover and her past memories to memory. Many poets described it from their own point
of view.

Vasakasajja is another. When she knows her lover will arrive, she dresses up. Then,
she is extremely worried about love and sex-

refafegfe =t Fer ToRf T o T S|

feremfer Tt =1 T S dgEde T =t
Svadhinabhartrka is the kind of heroine who constantly has her man by her side. She
desires that her husband use his hand to adorn her. Society doesn't matter to him. He

and his wife are always present. Additionally, her spouse indicates that
Swadhinbhartrka enjoys this care and feels secure.?

Vipralabdha is the next heroine in line. Her beloved is taken away from this heroine.
Being aware of everything, she develops a relationship with a crafty man who initially
acts like a claver who defrauds the girl while posing as a kind guy. The heartbroken
heroine acts irrationally.’® Additionally, part describes her circumstances.

Manini is the next heroin. They are constantly self-centred toward her husband. Her
constant desire is for her hubby to always obey her. This type of heroine has some
sub-divisions. The poets described this type’s very beautifully-

Heerd iy =ty Sreaeiidl

T aiEpfd Aty foerd e

o o 157
RIITSATSTdl A . ||

The next heroine is a man who first travels overseas after divorcing his wife. This
heroine is known as Pravasadbhartrka. Thus, the heroine is depressed and weeps
uncontrollably. But there aren't any other choices. He had to be gone to earn stuff. The
heroin in this case somehow controls her. It is heartwarming to read this depressing
description.®

The final person is Prositabhartrka, whose spouse or partner resides overseas. She
wonders what day he will return. believing that she is injuring herself. We can witness
this description of the scenario at Meghadiita. Yaksa, the heroine's spouse, remains
apart because of a curse, but Kalidasa®® depicts her as a wife. The compiler carefully
gathered verses related to this circumstance-

T SIeafireh! © 7 I -
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As a result, the above illustration shows the many heroine kinds and their position
based on their spouse or boyfriend.®® Different mahakavis elevate this status by
providing lovely examples. I'm making an effort to compile the phases, provide
examples, and support my claims using rhetoricians’ definitions.

Relevance of Nayika Classification in Indian Aesthetics

The Nayika-bheda system is integral to the classical concept of rasa, particularly
Srngara rasa. The portrayal of various heroines enhances the aesthetic experience by
evoking specific emotional responses in the audience. The diversity in Nayika types
allows poets and dramatists to explore different facets of love, from the joyous to the
melancholic, thereby enriching the narrative and emotional depth of a work.

Moreover, the classification of Nayika has been an influential tool in shaping the
portrayal of female characters in various Indian performing arts, including classical
dance forms like Bharatanatyam, Odissi, and Kathak, where specific Nayika types are
depicted through abhinaya (expressive dance).

Conclusion

A comprehensive understanding of the emotional and psychological aspects of
women's experiences in romantic relationships is reflected in the way Sanskrit poetics
classifies heroines. The emotional realities behind these categories, despite their
historical and cultural specificity, are still present in contemporary Indian storytelling.
Sanskrit literature's archetypal nayikas are mimicked in modern literature, film, and
television, where female protagonists still deal with love, desire, betrayal, and longing
in ways that are reminiscent of archetypes from antiquity. Thus, nayika-bheda
research provides important insights on the continuous development of feminine
identities in Indian culture as well as classical Indian poetics.
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PHILOSOPHY OF LAL BAHADUR SHASTRI: AN
EXPLORATION

SUBHAJOY SARKAR

Abstract: Lal Bahadur Shastri, the second Prime Minister of India, often receives less attention
in academic discourse despite his substantial contributions during a period of transition in
Indian politics. His leadership, informed by Gandhian ethics and social justice, was particularly
impactful in agriculture and defence. Shastri’s slogan “Jai Jawan Jai Kisan” encapsulated his
belief that both farmers and soldiers are pillars of national strength. His pragmatic approach,
blending ethical leadership with practical reforms, allowed for significant strides in rural
upliftment and national security. This paper explores the foundational elements of Shastri’s
philosophy, examining his speeches, policies, and decisions. Additionally, a comparative
analysis situates Shastri’s vision alongside other Indian political personalities, including
Gandhi, Nehru, and Ambedkar. Lastly, the paper addresses criticisms of his policies, offering a
critical but balanced reflection on his enduring legacy.

Keywords: Lal Bahadur Shastri, Jai Jawan Jai Kisan, Gandhian Ethics, Ethical Governance,
Social Justice, Nationalism.

Introduction

Lal Bahadur Shastri’s tenure as Prime Minister, though brief, occurred during a crucial
moment in Indian history, immediately following Nehru’s leadership. His unique
position as a bridge between Nehruvian socialism and a more pragmatic, rural-focused
leadership style invites a deeper exploration of his philosophical underpinnings.
Shastri’s thought is most vividly captured in his famous slogan “Jai Jawan Jai Kisan,”
which symbolized his dual focus on national security and agricultural development.
This paper seeks to place Shastri’s leadership within the broader spectrum of Indian
political philosophy, drawing connections between his ethical vision, policy
initiatives, and leadership style.

In order to critically analyse Shastri’s philosophy, we must first understand the socio-
political context in which he operated. India was facing critical challenges: food
shortages, economic disparity, and a volatile geopolitical situation with Pakistan.
Shastri’s leadership sought to address these crises, and his philosophy reflects a
pragmatic blend of ethical governance, nationalism, and social justice.

Shastri’s Philosophical Foundations: Simplicity, Integrity, and Ethical
Leadership

Lal Bahadur Shastri was deeply influenced by Mahatma Gandhi, particularly in the
realm of ethical leadership. Like Gandhi, Shastri believed that moral authority was
essential for political leadership. This philosophy of simplicity and humility defined
his approach. For Shastri, leadership was about serving the people and leading by
example. His simple lifestyle and unassuming nature, even as Prime Minister,
reinforced his belief in ethical governance. Shastri famously stated, “The preservation
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of national honour is of no less importance than the protection of its territory'”,
demonstrating how he connected moral leadership with national pride and integrity.
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In terms of governance, Shastri’s decisions were framed by a commitment to ethical
values. His role during the 1965 Indo-Pakistan war is notable. While steering the
nation through a period of conflict, Shastri avoided rhetoric of aggression, instead
focusing on the defence of freedom and dignity. His decisions in times of war were
framed by the belief that even national defence must be rooted in ethical
considerations, differentiating him from leaders who might prioritize militaristic
nationalism.

“Jai Jawan Jai Kisan” and Its Philosophical Implications: Interconnectedness of
National Security and Agriculture

The slogan “Jai Jawan Jai Kisan” is perhaps the most enduring symbol of Shastri’s
leadership, encapsulating his belief that national prosperity depended on both the
soldiers who defend the country and the farmers who sustain it. This slogan was not
merely a political slogan but a reflection of Shastri’s deeper understanding of the
interdependence of various segments of society. His policies around agriculture,
especially in promoting the Green Revolution, were a direct response to India’s food
shortages, which had reached critical levels by the mid-1960s.

Shastri’s emphasis on agriculture stemmed from his understanding that India’s
economic future lay not only in industrialization, as Nehru had believed, but also in
securing food self-sufficiency and uplifting the rural poor. In one of his speeches, he
stated, “The strength of a nation comes from its soldiers and its farmers; they are the
foundation of any true progress”.? This dual emphasis marked a shift in policy
direction from his predecessors, offering a more balanced approach to development.

By promoting the Green Revolution, Shastri was directly addressing the moral
imperative of feeding the population. His policies were not just economically
pragmatic; they were deeply ethical. Shastri recognized that a nation’s sovereignty
and moral standing were linked to its ability to provide for its people.

Ethical Governance and Social Justice: Economic Reforms and Social Equity

Shastri’s philosophy extended beyond defence and agriculture. At the heart of his
leadership was a commitment to social justice. His tenure saw the continuation of land
reforms, which aimed to dismantle feudal structures and empower small farmers.
Shastri’s economic philosophy was shaped by the Gandhian ideal of trusteeship,
where wealth and resources were seen as being held in trust for the benefit of society
at large.* In this context, Shastri’s promotion of cooperatives and agricultural reforms
can be viewed as an attempt to redistribute resources more equitably.

Shastri recognized that true freedom could not exist without economic justice. He
believed that political freedom, which India had achieved in 1947, needed to be
complemented by economic independence. In this sense, Shastri’s focus on rural
development was a continuation of Gandhi’s vision of self-sufficient villages but
adapted to the modern challenges of a post-colonial economy.’

Shastri’s policies aimed to reduce the gap between the rich and the poor, but his
approach was not radical. Unlike B.R. Ambedkar, who focused on legal reforms to
address systemic inequalities, Shastri adopted a more gradual approach, relying on
economic reforms to bring about social justice.® His belief in non-violence extended
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to his economic policies; he sought change through consensus and cooperation rather
than confrontation.

Comparative Analysis
1. Comparison with Mahatma Gandhi-

Both Shastri and Gandhi shared a belief in simplicity, moral integrity, and the
centrality of rural India in the nation’s development. However, while Gandhi’s vision
for India was largely based on a return to traditional village economies, Shastri
recognized the need for modernizing agriculture through the adoption of new
technologies. Shastri’s pragmatism set him apart from Gandhi’s more idealistic vision
of rural self-sufficiency.’

Gandhi’s strict adherence to non-violence also contrasts with Shastri’s more flexible
stance on national defence. Shastri believed that while non-violence was a moral ideal,
the defence of the nation was a practical necessity.®

2. Comparison with Jawaharlal Nehru-

Nehru and Shastri shared a belief in secularism and democratic governance, but they
diverged in their approaches to economic development. Nehru was a strong advocate
of industrialization as the key to modernizing India, whereas Shastri placed greater
emphasis on agriculture. Shastri’s belief in the importance of rural development
reflects a different vision of modernity, one that saw agriculture and industry as
complementary rather than opposed.’

While Nehru focused on building large-scale infrastructure, Shastri was more
concerned with the immediate needs of the rural population. His policies on
agricultural development were aimed at addressing India’s food shortages, but they
also reflected his belief that true development could only occur when the rural poor
were empowered. '

3. Comparison with B.R. Ambedkar-

Ambedkar’s philosophy centered on the eradication of caste-based discrimination and
the establishment of constitutional safeguards for marginalized communities. While
Shastri shared Ambedkar’s commitment to social justice, his approach was more
gradual and focused on economic reforms rather than legal measures. Shastri’s land
reform policies, for example, were aimed at addressing economic inequalities, but
they did not directly tackle the issue of caste in the way Ambedkar’s work did.!!

Shastri’s belief in the importance of moral leadership also differentiates him from
Ambedkar, who placed more emphasis on legal and institutional reforms. For Shastri,
the personal integrity of leaders was central to the success of democracy.!? This focus
on ethical leadership is a key element of Shastri’s political philosophy, setting him
apart from both Nehru and Ambedkar.

Critiques and Legacy
1. Addressing Criticism of Shastri’s Policies-

Critics have argued that Shastri’s focus on agriculture delayed India’s industrial
progress. However, it can be argued that his emphasis on food security was a necessary
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step in ensuring the stability of the nation.'® India’s food shortages in the early 1960s
posed a serious threat to its independence, and Shastri’s promotion of the Green
Revolution helped secure the country’s agricultural future.'* While some have
criticized Shastri for not implementing more radical economic reforms, his approach
was rooted in his belief in ethical governance. Shastri believed in change through
consensus rather than conflict, which is why his reforms were more gradual.'® This
pragmatic approach ensured that his policies were sustainable and did not lead to
social unrest.

2. Shastri’s Enduring Legacy-

Shastri’s leadership and philosophy have left an indelible mark on India’s political
landscape. His focus on ethical leadership, rural development, and national security
remains relevant today. The Green Revolution, which began during Shastri’s tenure,
laid the foundation for India’s agricultural self-sufficiency. His belief in the
importance of moral leadership continues to influence Indian politics, particularly in
the emphasis placed on the personal integrity of political leaders.

Shastri’s vision of national strength, grounded in both defence and development,
continues to resonate in contemporary India. His ability to balance ethical principles
with practical governance serves as a model for future leaders. In many ways,
Shastri’s philosophy was ahead of its time, recognizing the importance of a balanced
approach to development that included both industrial and agricultural growth.

Conclusion

Lal Bahadur Shastri’s political philosophy, though less well-known than that of his
predecessors, offers valuable insights into the nature of leadership, development, and
social justice in post-independence India. His belief in the interconnectedness of
national security and agriculture, ethical governance, and social justice formed the
foundation of his policies. Shastri’s leadership style, marked by humility, integrity,
and pragmatism, remains an important model for contemporary political thought. His
legacy, particularly in the areas of rural development and ethical leadership, continues
to shape Indian politics and governance today.
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All the energy which makes life possible on earth, the light and heat which
keep the earth worm and grow our food, and the stored up sun light in the
coal and wood we burn, if traced far enough back, are found to originate out
of the annihilation of electrons and of the protons in the sun. The atoms in the
sun and stars are, in effect, bottles of energy, each capable of being broken
and having its energy spilled throughout the Universe in the form of light and

heat.**
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A LIGHT ON OTHER GITA-TEXTS AVAILABLE IN
MAHABHARATA BESIDES THE BHAGAVADGITA

PALAS BISWAS

Abstract: Generally, the Gitd is cognizable as the Srimad-bhagavadgita of Bhismaparvan in
the Mahabharata. But only the Bhagavadgita is not the extent of whole Gita literature. There
are so many Gitas into the other parvans of the Mahabharata. Even the large amount of Gitas,
attached to the Puranas, is noteworthy in this regard. The same theory of Self-knowledge has
been illuminated with various styles in these Gitas through different conversational dramatic
angles. So, these Gitas are significant for the study of Indian philosophy.

In the Mahabharata we find various Gita texts such as the Hamsagitd (chapter 288,
Moksadharmaparvan of Santiparvan), the Mankigita (chapter 177, Santiparvan), the
Pingalagita (chapter 168, Moksaparvan of Santiparvan), the Harigitd (ten dialogues of Narada
in chapter 346, Santiparvan), the Bhismagita (Anu$dsanaparvan), the Vyadhagita
(Vanaparvan), the Sanatsujatiyagita (Udyogaparvan), the Pandavagita, the Uttaragita etc.
Besides these many more important Gitas are recorded in the Purana literature, e.g; the
Ganesagita, the Naradagita, the Bhaktigita, the Vasisthagita, the Vanaragita, the
Dattdtreyagitd, the Sivottaragitd, the Siryagitd, the Sudarsanagita, the Mytyuiijayagitd, the
Tattvasaragitda, the Sanatkumaragita, the Vadhigita etc. All these miscellaneous Gitas,
belonging to the Mahabharata and the Puranas draw our attention to them. Though we generally
deprive from the opportunity to perceive the nobility of these texts, we should look up especially
for these various Gitd texts. In spite of having all these, the Srimad-bhagavadgita is the foremost
and most important for studying these Gitas critically.

As there has not yet been such clear informative study regarding the available different Gitas
available in Mahabharata besides the Bhagavadgita a humble effort may be made in that
direction.

Reference bibliography would be duly appended at the end along with list of abbreviation, end-
notes, list of signs and symbols etc.

Keywords: Gitd-texts, Gita-literature, Bhagavadgita, Mahabhdarata, Brahmavidya, Atmavidya.
Introduction

Gita, for people in common is taken in the sense of the Bhg of the VMbh out of
prevalent misconception. But it is to be clarified that it is a technical term which
actually indicates a wide and independent literary style of Indian literature. The factual
position is that, we have so many Gita-texts apart from the Bhg, interspersed in the
Indian epics, Puranas etc.

Gita is an inflected form of the Sanskrit root gai (gai Sabde — PaDh)! and the suffixes
kta and tap successively, meaning something that has been sung. From the internal
evidences of the available Gita-texts, it is found that Gita in feminine gender is an
adjective to the feminine word Upanisad; in fact, it itself is Upanisad or Brahmavidya
or Atmavidya or Adhyatmavidyd. In this context some colophons from those can be
referred to here,
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om tat sad iti §rimad-bhagavadgitasu upanisatsu brahma-vidyayam yoga-$astre $11-
krsn-arjuna-samvade arjunavisadayogo nama prathamo’dhyayah//
(Srimadbhagavadgita)

iti $rimad-bhagavadgitasu upanisatsu brahma-vidyayam yoga-$astre $ri-krsn-arjuna-
samvade saptaslokigita sampiirna// (Saptaslokigita)

iti  brahma-vidyayam yogasastre $ri-krsp-arjuna-samvade  $rimad-gitasarah
samaptah// (Gitasara)

iti $ri-padmapurane uparibhage §ivagitasu upanisatsu brahma-vidyayam yoga-$astre
$iva-raghava-samvade gitadhikariniripanam nama sodaso’dhyayah/ (Sivagita)

ity adhyatma-vidyayam yoga-$astre $ri-vasudev-arjuna-samvade $antigitayam
saptamo’dhyayah// (Santigitd)

The following has been mentioned in the SKD on other Gitds—

...Sr1-bhagavat-okta-gopigita adhyatmaramayan-okta-ramagita asvamedhikaparv-okte
brahmanagTit-anugite devibhagavat-okta bhagavatigita Sivagita ity adyah santi//?

While explaining the term gita, Nagendranath Basu in BV refers to— giyate
atmavidyd yatra..., i.e. (the gitas behold) metrical and musical representations of
the lessons on absolute knowledge.? Eventually in all the Gitas these teachings are
depicted through imagined conversation between a preacher and a preceptor. It means,
whenever a text reveals or exposes knowledge of self in such a manner, it is considered
to be a Gita.

The worldwide fame of the Bhg is so, because among all the Gitas Samkarﬁcﬁrya, the
exponent commentator, had commented upon it only, and Anandagiri has his
subcommentary on that commentary only. In fact, all through his commentaries on
the major Upanisads and Brahmasitra Samkaracarya had used the terms
Bhagavadgita, Gita (in both singular and plural forms) etc. to indicate Bhg only.* But
it should be mentioned here in this regard that some of the other Gitas have also
commentaries attached to them, viz. RGT of Mahidhara on RG.

The names and sources of these Gitas, and their impact on Indian philosophical
systems are to be consulted. The present investigation is an effort to show the identity
and importance of these Gitas. The BV (part 5), compiled by Nagendranath Basu,
refers to the names of the following Gitds. Brahmagita, Sivagitda, Ramagita,
Savitrigita, Pandavagita, Bhagavadgita (Arjunagita), Anugita, Bhagavatigita,
Uttaragita, Jivanmuktigita, Brahmanagita, Gopigita etc.’ According to BS, gitd
means a versified text on spirituality and accordingly instances of some of the
Gitas are Brahmanagita, Bhagavatigita, Ramagita, Sivagita etc. BS also refers to a
Gita, namely Bhramaragita, which deals with the premalapa or amorous talk of
Sriradha’. As mentioned earlier, all these Gitas are dispersed in the 18 Mahdpuranas,
Upapuranas, the VMbh, Vaisnava Tantras etc. To be specific, gita is actually a term
used for those kinds of compositions, which do have the above-mentioned
features. The Supreme-Knowledge has been explicated in these Gitas through
different conversational styles, e.g. Viduragita (a section comprising of 500 verses
from chapters 30 to 40 of Udyogaparvan), Bhargavagita (a section in the chapter 53
of Santiparvan), Harigitd (a section of 10 verses said by Narada in the chapter 346 of
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Santiparvan), Sanatkumaragita (a section containing spiritual lessons of Sanaka and
his three brothers from king Prthu in the chapter 22 of Skandha 4 of
Bhagavatapurana), Gurugita (a section in the Skandapurana containing the spiritual
dialogues between I$vara and Parvati), Sivagita (theory of Saivamahatmya and
Saivasiddhanta in Kiirmapurana), Vydsagita (a section containing Brahmajiiana of
Vyasa, duties in two stages of life— garhasthya and samnydsa and practice of good
deeds in chapters 12 to 46 or to 30 of Kiarmapurana), Avadhitagita (Spiritual
conversation between Siva and Parvati as is known from the sage Dattatreya in the
chapter 5 of Padmapurana), Kavaseyagita (dialogues between Vyasa and
Sanatkumara in the Brahmapurana).

From the aforementioned references, it is observed that all the Gitas have some
features in common which are mentioned earlier. Hence this can easily be understood
that these Gitas also share equal philosophical and spiritual importance of that of the
Bhg and for that we should caste a glance on these texts.

Other Gita-Texts Available in Mahabharata besides the Bhagavadgita

Regarding the nomenclature of these Gitas, it can generally be observed that in
maximum cases these texts are named after the preceptors or speakers thereof. For
instance, Hamsagita (named after the Hamsa or Swan, a disguised form of Prajapati,
who has given spiritual instructions), or Astavakragita (named after sage Astavakra)
etc., though there are exceptions also like Jivanmuktigita, Saptaslokigita, Rasagita
etc. It is interesting to note that the spiritual messages have also been instructed in
these Gitas by several animals apart from human and divine beings.

V. Raghavan in his literary work, Readings from the Bhagavadgita has prepared a list
of 123 Gita-texts. In the GG, Upendranath Mukhopadhyay has edited 25 Gitas along
with their Bengali translations. It is noteworthy that in the VMbh there are 28 more
Gitas present other than the Bhg.

It is noteworthy that the following Gitas are probably from VMbh— Pandavagita,
Uttaragita, Astavakragita, etc. And some of the following

Gitas in Puranas are not available or some of them have not any particular mentioned
sources. These are— Garbhagitd, Yamagita, Saumyagita, Sivottaragita, Karmagita,
Viratagita, Suksmagita, Smytigita, S'ivas'amkaragz‘td, Sis_tagl_td, Pranavagita,
Prakytagita, Goraksanathagita, Govindagita, Janmagita, Jianagita, Bhrgugita,
Adhyatmagita, Visnugita, Dhisagita or S'rl‘—dhl_éagz_td, Sarasvatigita, Vaisnavagita,
Santigita, Prthivigita, Tulasigita, Kasyapagita, Paiicadasigita, Bhaktigita etc.

Besides the Bhg there are more Gitas attached to the Bhismaparvan, namely
Saptaslokigita, Laghugita (most probably it consists of 18 verses of Bhg).
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Here a comparative chart and list of the Gitas within the VMbh is put in, based

on three different editions of the VMbh text:

Vanaparvan
Saunakagita 2.16-50 2.15-48 2.15-48
Nahugsagita 180-181 177-178 151-152
Bakagnta 193 x 163
Vyadhagita 205-216 196-206 178-180
Yudhisthiragita 311-314 295-298 265-268
Udyogaparvan
Viduragita 33-40 33-40 33-40
Sanatsijatagita 41-46 41-45 41-46
Bhismaparvan
Bhagavadgita 25-42 23-40 25-42
32.13,37.13, 30.13,35.13, 22;2’ g;}g’
Saptasloklt 35.36,32.10, 39.1, | 33.36, 30.10, 37.1, 39.1”39.14”
39.14, 3.'3.34 37.14,3.1.34 3334
respectively respectively respectively
Santiparvan
Asmakagita 28 28 28
Bhargavagita 49-50 49-50 48-49
Bhismagita
(selected verses,
specially 56-351 56-339 55-334
Bhisma’s
speeches)
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Utathyagita 90-91 91-92 88-89
Vamadevagita 92-94 93-95 90-91
Rsabhagita 124-128 124-126 121-124
Sadjagita 167 161 162
Pingalagita 168 168 168
Sivasampakagita 176 170 170
Marnkigita 177 171.1-54 171
Bodhyagita 178 171.55-61 172
Vicikhyugita /
Vicakhnugita / 265 257 259
Vicarannugita
Haritagita 278 269 271
Vrtragita 279-280 270-271 272-273
Parasaragita 290-298 279-287 283-291
Hamsagita 299 288 292
Yajriavalkyagita 310-318 298-306 302-308
Asvamedhikaparvan
Anugita 16-19 16-19 17-21
Brahmagita 20 20 22
Brahmanagita 21-34 21-34 23-39

V. Raghavan has shown a detailed list of the Gitas in the Puranas in his work,

Name of the Purana

Brahmapurana
Padmapurana
Bhagavatapurana
Bhagavatapurana
Bhagavatapurana
Bhagavatapurana
Bhagavatapurana

Bhagavatapurana

Chapter
234-245
5
3.23-33
4.22
4.24
5.5-6
10.21
10.29

Name of the Gita

Vyasagita
Avadhiitagita
Kapilagita
Sanatkumaragita
Rudragita
Rsabhagita
Venugita

Pranayagita
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Bhagavatapurana 10.35 Yugalagita
(Gopiyugalagita)
Bhagavatapurana 10.39 Karunagita
Bhagavatapurana 10.47 Bhramaragita
Bhagavatapurana 10.90 Mahisigita
Bhagavatapurana 11.2-5 Jayanteyagita
Bhagavatapurana 11.6.31 Uddhavagita
(Mausalopakhyana)
Bhagavatapurana 11.8.30-44 Pingalagita
Bhagavatapurana 11.13 Hamsagita
Bhagavatapurana 11.23 Bhiksugita
Bhagavatapurana 11.26 Ailagita
Bhagavatapurana 11.79 Avadhitagita
Bhagavatapurana 12.3 Bhiamigita
Agnipurana 382 Yamagita
Varahapurana 13.49-59 Pitygita
Varahapurana 51-67 Agastyagita
Varahapurana 70-89 Rudragita
Skandapurana 4 Sitagita
(Sutasamhita) (and Brahmagita)
Kiirmapurana 1-11 I$varagita
(Uttaravibhaga)
Kirrmapurana 12-46 Vyasagita
Brahmandapurana 3.13-37 Vibhisanagita

(Yuddhakanda of Adhyatmaramayana)
Devibhagavatapurana 8.32-40 Devigita

In Adhyatmaramayana of Brahmandapurana, there is a famous Gita named
Ramagita. Again, Ramagita is further available also in Nirvanakhanda of
Skandapurana. Visnupurana records Yamagita, Garbhagita and Bharatagita.
Brahmavaivartapurana has a Gita named Kasigita. 10th Skandha of
Bhagavatapurana has Gopigita or Gopikagita, Bharatagita and Srutigita. The
importance of Bhg is most and illimitable because the core essence of all Gitas in
Puranas and VMbh and the cream of philosophy are contained in it. That is why
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Samkaracarya chose Bhg to comment upon it and Anandagiri to interpret the
Samkarabhdsya. Bhg is an integral part of VMbh and it comprises eighteen chapters
of the Bhismaparvan of VMbh. Similarly, these Gita-texts in Puranas and VMbh are
not individual texts. Hence Bhg is not an individual text as such integrated and the
Gitas in VMbh and Purdnas are parts of VMbh and Puranas, which are inseparable
from the source-texts. Most of these Gitas contain dialogues or stories based on
various ways of liberation, e.g.; karman, jiiana, bhakti, dhyana etc. In respect of literal
and philosophical standpoint Mahda-puranas and VMbh are very significant. So
naturally these inseparable Gita-texts are significant for the study of Indian
philosophy.

Gitas available in the VMbh must not only be studied critically from the angle of their
literary aspects, but also with their social and moral values as well as their
philosophical and spiritual approach. An analytical discussion is being made in this
regard.

The Vanaparvan

The Saunakagita (VMbh, Vanaparvan 2.16-50) describes that when king Yudhisthira
sat down weeping on the ground, then a learned Brahmana, named Saunaka, who was
learned in the philosophy of the soul and in the Samkhya and Yoga, thus spoke to the
king. He said, intelligent men never allow themselves to be deluded by acts which are
opposed to true knowledge, which is fought with every kind of evil and which is
destructive of salvation. This world is afflicted with both bodily and mental sufferings.
Listen to the means of allaying them. Disease, contact with painful things, toil and
want of objects desired, these are the four causes of the sufferings of the body. Disease
may be allayed by the application of medicine, but mental ailments, are cured by Yoga
meditation. Therefore, intelligent physicians first seek to allay the mental sufferings
of their patients by agreeable conversations and by the offer of desirable objects.
Attachment is the root of all misery and of all fear. Attachment produces joy and grief
of every kind. From attachment that springs the love of worldly goods. Both of these
are evils, but the first is worse than the second. Therefore, none should place his
attachment on either friends or on wealth which he has earned. The attachment
towards one's own body is destroyed by knowledge. The thirst for wealth can never
be assuaged. Contentment is the highest happiness; therefore, the wise men consider
contentment to be the highest object to attain. The learned men, knowing youth,
beauty, life, treasure, prosperity and association with beloved ones to be all transitory,
never covet them. Therefore, one should refrain from the acquisition of wealth and
thus avoid the sufferings of misery. The man of wealth can never be without dangers.
For this reason, virtuous men praise those who have no desire for wealth.

The Nahugagita in VMbh, Vanaparvan (180-181) may be summarized as follows:
That which ought to be known is the Supreme Brahman devoid of the feelings of
pleasure and pain and attaining access to which creatures are freed from all
misery. The superiority or inferiority among charity, truthfulness, forbearance from
malice and sweet speech is estimated at by the benefit which each of these tends to
produce. Sometimes truthfulness is considered superior to some charitable acts.
Sometimes charity is deemed more praiseworthy than true speech. And similarly,
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abstinence from malice is sometimes deemed superior to sweet speech and vice versa.
On account of their own meritorious or evil acts human beings seen to attain one of
the three conditions of rebirth as humans, heavenly existence or birth among the lower
animals. By charity, non-enviousness, absence of greed and by self-exertion one goes
to heaven from this state. One who is subject to lust, anger malice and temptations,
being degraded from the human state again takes birth among the lower animals. And
it is laid down in the Vedas, one gets rid of the existence among the lower animals
through good deeds and attains the human state again. And animals are even
sometimes seen to attain divine life.

Such is the transmigration of a creature according to good or evil actions. But
one who is wise reposes the soul in the everlasting Spirit. The embodied self-
enchained by fate and enjoying the pleasure or suffering the pain consequent on
its acts takes birth repeatedly. But one who has lost touch of action is conscious
of the destiny of all born creatures. Knowledge which the yogins derive from the
operation of intelligence, manifests the nature of the Self. The intellect is called
into existence by acts of perception; but the mind exists of itself; and the mind and not
the intellect, has the power of causing the sensations of pleasure and pain.

The Bakagita (VMbh, Vanaparvan 193) teaches the following. To live with persons
who are disagreeable, to be separated with persons that are agreeable and beloved, to
associate with the wicked, these are the evils which they that are immortal have to
bear. What could be greater evil than to witness that death of sons and wives, of
kinsmen and friends and then the pain of dependence on others? What can be a greater
sorrow than to witness the reverses of the celestials, the Danavas, the Gandharvas,
men, the Nagas and the Raksasas? Innumerable instances of such contradictory
dispensations are seen in the world by one who lives forever. The foolish and the
ignorant are happy while the learned and the wise are miserable. Many instances of
misery are seen among men in this world.

The Vyadhagita (VMbh, Vanaparvan 205-216) recounts how the pious behaviour is
most wonderful, ancient, inchangeable and eternal. The wise men's who with sanctity
lead a virtuous life secure heaven. The explanation of virtue is threefold. The first is
called the supreme virtue, which is inculcated in the Vedas. The second is what is laid
down in Dharmasdastras. The third is called the honest behaviour, which is observed
by the pious. Crossing over the ocean of knowledge, the performance of ablutions in
the places of pilgrimage, forgiveness, truthfulness, simplicity, sacredness are the
characteristics of virtuous conduct. Those who, are king to all creatures and who are
never malignant and who never speak ill of anybody, are always dear to the twice-
born ones. Who are familiar with the results of good or evil actions, are reckoned by
the wise to be virtuous. Again, those who are just and virtuous and well disposed
towards all and who are honest and have obtained heaven, who possess sacred
characters and constantly tread in the path of virtue.

There are various ways in which evil karman might be expiated, such as, by making
gifts, by speaking truth and by serving the preceptor, by worshipping the order of the
twice-born, by becoming devoted to virtue, free from pride and idle talk. It is ordained
by the old as found in the Sruti that the ways of virtue are subtle, diverse and infinite.
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Man's actions are either good or bad and he undoubtedly reaps their fruits. The
ignorant man, having attained to an object state, grossly abuses the gods, not knowing
that it is the result of his own evil karman. Neither learning nor good morals, nor
personal exertion can save them. If the fruits of one's exertions were not dependent on
anything else, men would have obtained the object of their desire by their own
exertions. Able, intelligent and diligent men.

This whole universe, which is unconquerable and which abounds in great
elements, is Brahman (himself). There is nothing higher than this. The self does
not die, in death it simply has a change of abode. They are mistaken who foolishly say
that all creatures are to die. The self only goes to another body and this change of
abode is called the Death. Passing through hell and also through thousands of various
births, our souls bound by the bonds of their own karman travel for everlasting time.
Animate creatures become miserable in the next world for their own actions and as
the result of those miseries they are again born as lower animals. Then they again
accumulate a new store of actions and consequently they suffer misery over again, as
does a diseased man who eats unwholesome food.

Although they are thus afflicted with misery, they consider themselves to be very
happy and comfortable; and consequently, their bonds of karman are not
loosened and new karman thus again arises. Suffering from various miseries, they
turn in this world like a wheel. If they cast off their bonds of actions and if they
purify themselves by their actions, if they perform asceticism and practice
religious meditation, then men by these acts can attain to the region of bliss. The
wise man delights in virtue and he lives by virtue. Such a man with the wealth of
virtue which he thus acquires waters the root of the plant particular righteousness in
which he finds most virtue. The virtuous man thus acts and his mind becomes thus
calm. Observing everything worldly as transient, he tries to renounce everything and
not calculating on mere chance, he devises means for the attainments of salvation.
Thus, he renounces all worldly pursuits and shuns all sins. He thus becomes virtuous
and he thus finally attains salvation. Meditation is the chief requisite for obtaining
salvation, resignation and forbearance are its roots. By subduing the senses and by
means of truthfulness and forbearance, one obtains the supreme state of Brahman.
When a person engages in fapas after having duly subdued his senses which have
their own proper objective play in the external conditions of sound, form, then
he sees that his own spirit pervades the whole universe and the universe is also
reflected in him (211.13-14). There is no end to discontent and contentment is the
highest happiness. Those who have attained the highest state do not grieve. They are
always conscious of the final destruction of all creatures. One must not give way to
discontent, for it is like a virulently poisonous snake. It kills persons of undeveloped
intelligence just as a child is killed by an enraged snake. (216.23-24).

The Yudhisthiragita (VMbh, Vanaparvan 311-314) expounds the following. It is
Brahman that makes the sun rise. The celestials remain near him. Dharma makes him
set. And he is established in truth. Absence of cruelty is the highest virtue. The religion
of the three Vedas always bears fruit. The mind, if subdued, does not lead to misery
and friendship with the righteous never breaks. The world is enveloped with
ignorance. It is for spiritual darkness that a thing cannot discover itself. It is through
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avarice that one forsakes a friend. And it is for connection with the world that one
cannot go to heaven. Absence of religious knowledge is called ignorance. And
ignorance is grief. Pride consists in ignorance. The fruit of charity is divine gift. And
wickedness consists in slandering others. In this world day by day innumerable
creatures are yet they that remain desire immortality. What can be more marvelous
than this? The man to whom the agreeable and the disagreeable, happiness and misery
the past and the future are all alike, is enriched with all sorts of wealth.

The Udyogaparvan

The Viduragita (VMbh, Udyogaparvan, Ch. 33-40) is actually a summary of social
and moral values to be followed by members of a society rich and poor, the king and
the subjects, and the people belonging to all strata and professions. The good sayings
of Vidura in the section 33-40 contain teachings about moral values and worldly as
well as political wisdom. Because of the wisdom preached here the text may have
gained the name Gita. Just the immediate-following chapters (41-46) entitled
Sanatsujatagita teaches about the nature of the Self (a@tman) which has no birth and
death, which is full and complete and beyond the reach of the sense organs. It is taught
that this Paramatman is knowledge which can be attained only by asceticism. (43.51-
55),

...vidya hi sa brahmacaryena labhya/...44.2

All discourses on the omniscient, all-pervading Brahman are uttered— brahmi vacam.
Echoing the verse Tvie: etc. of the Upanisads we hear the following verse,

plrnat ptrnany udd haranti
plirnat plirnani cakrire/

haranti plirnat ptirnani

plirnam eva ava $isyate/
yoginas tam pra pasyanti
bhagavantam sanatanam//46.10

The Santiparvan and the rest

The Asmakagita (VMbh, Santiparvan, 28) teaches that the dangers of ailment, fire,
water, weapons, hunger, poison, fever, and death, and falls from elevated places, visit
a man according to the destiny under which he is born. It is generally seen in this
world, that somebody, without committing any sin, suffers many miseries while
another, having committed sins, is not pressed down by the weight of calamity. With
a pure heart, one should lead the life of Brahmacarya and then procreate children and
then celebrate sacrifices for satisfying the debt one owes of the forefathers, the gods
and common public. One who has eyes of wisdom shaking off all anxiety of heart,
should seek heaven, this world, and knowledge of his own self.

The Bhargavagita (VMbh, Santiparvan 49-50) teaches the duties that have been laid
down for the issues of intermarriages and those laid down for particular countries and
tribes and families, and those declared by the Vedas and the wise men. The histories
and the Puranas and other scriptures treating of duty and practice are recollected, that
can dispel the doubts that may arise regarding the subjects of knowledge studied
in the world.
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Chapters 109 (verses 5, 12, 10, 11) and chapter 110 as a whole are expositions of the
ways and means to get over all difficulties. This part of the text also highlights the
greatness of Lord Narayana and Govinda. The devotees of Govinda and Narayana and
Hari are able to overcome all difficulties and miseries.

Chapter 90 teaches that everything flourishes with dharma. Dharma (virtue) is the
basis of all prosperity; therefore, it should never be abandoned (verse 17), and in
another place (71.26, 27) compassion (daya) towards beings is considered to be the
highest dharma,

tasmad evam param dharmam
manyante dharma-kovidah/
raja raksane yukto

bhiitesu kurute dayam//71.27

In the section of Moksadharma in the Santiparvan the nature of the Supreme Self,
Paramatman and the Highest Being, Brahman is expounded. It is without beginning
and end, eternal, omniscient, omnipotent, all-pervading and the material and agent
cause of the non-eternal world. Which is actually unreal and a projection by the
nescience. The individual self, jivatman and the Supreme Self, Paramatman are one
and indivisible. Nescience is like darkness which is dispelled by knowledge that is
light. The Supreme Self is only eternal existence consciousness and knowledge and
endless peace, saccidanandasvariipa. That comes as a result of ignorance and illusion,
ajiianamoha release and liberation from which is attaining eternity, amytattva. Truth
brings eternity, attachment causes misery, so truth is the highest form of penance,

nasti vidya-samam caksur-

nasti satya-samam tapah/

nasti raga-samam duhkham

nasti tyaga-samam sukham//175.35

sarva-samyam anayasam
satya-vakyam ca bharata/
nirveda$ c avidhitsa ca

yasya syat sa sukhi narah//177.2

etany eva padany ahuh

paiica brddhah pra santaye/

esa svargas ca dharmas ca

sukham ¢ anuttamam matam//177.3

ihamano dhanam mankir
bhagn-ehas ca punah punaly/
kena-cid dhana-$esena

kritavan dasya-go-yugam//177.5

atr apy uda harant Tmam
itthasam puratanam/
sampaken eha muktena
gitam $anti-gatena ca//176.2
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Renouncing all desires leads to eternal happiness and Brahman that is liberation and
salvation,

etam buddhim sam-asthaya

mankir nirvedam agatah/

sarvan kaman parityajya

prapya brahma mahat sukham//177.53

damya-nasakrte mankir
amrtattvam kil agamat/

acchinat kama-miilam sa

tena prapa mahat sukham//177.54

This is the essence of the Markigita. Hope and attachment for worldly materials and
pleasures are causes of bondage and sufferings. Giving up these leads to freedom and
bliss. Knowledge and wisdom lead to greatest happiness,

prajiia pratistha bhiitanam

prajiia labhah paro matah/

prajiia nihsreyasT loke

prajiia svargo matah satam//180.2

[Wisdom is the refuge of creatures. Wisdom is considered as the greatest of
acquisitions. Wisdom is the greatest happiness in the world. Wisdom is
regarded by the good and virtuous as heaven.]

Varnasramadharma should be observed regularly by everybody. Ego should be given
up. No attachment should be cherished for the result of the actions done. Truth should
be the only refuge. Untruth should be given up by every means — [190.1,2,3,4,5]. It
is understood from the title moksadharma that all socio-religious, spiritual and
philosophical deliberations are made here. The concepts of jiiana, karman, samnyasa,
samkhya, yoga, moksa and their interrelation are explained in details, mostly in form
of conversations and dialogues. All the utterances are made by Bhisma who in turn
recounts his previous dialogues and conversations which expound these philosophies.
It is also said that the teaching about the Highest Being, the Brahman is revealed in
the Vedas (chapters 270 ff.). The Advaita concept of sleep, dream and deep sleep are
also matters of discussion (chapters 216-217). The concepts of pravrtti and nivrtti, of
Brahman’s being both emanent and transcendent are dealt with in minute details in
the chapters 233 ff. Even the philosophy of Sabdabrahman is explained,

dve brahmani veditavye
$abda-brahma param ca yat/
sabda-brahmani nisnatah

param brahm-adhi gacchati//232.30

More or less these concepts are also read in the Anugita which further explains the
significance of Omkara and liberation. 17.80 says aksaram paramo brahma. The
chapters 16-19 contain a long discourse on Brahmatattva in form of conversations
between Upamanyu, Tanvi, Vasudeva, Astavakra and Visnu. Also, Vai§ampayana
and Visnu, Galava, Mandavya, Parasara, Gargya, Jaigisavya participate therein; even
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a woman speaks out. In many parts particularly verses 71-78 of chapter 18 reflect the
Visvarapadarsana of chapter 11 of the Bhg.

The Gitas in the VMbh are not only known as Gita, in the textual portion itself these
are often noted as gitam (sung) and not uktam (said). Wherever there is only
discussion and exposition of lofty ideas about social, moral and spiritual values,
philosophical concepts, suffering, misery, peace, sublime bliss and the Highest Self
the text is designated as Gita. About a century ago there was a turbulent debate among
scholars that the Bhg must be an interpolated text in the VMbh. Scholars opposing
this view argued, even if the Bhg is taken out of the VMbh the Bhg would not be lost.
For the Bhg is the condensed form of all the spiritual and philosophical discourses
carried out in the whole text of the VMbh, — it is the Samasagita. On the other hand,
the lessons of gita scattered all over the flow of the text of VMbh are to be considered
as wider Gita, — Vydasagita. Hence it is needless to say that a reader with
understanding will every time hear the tune of the Bhg verses in the verses of the
Vyasagita. This work is also mere a small effort to show the overview of the main
teachings of these ‘Vyasagita® texts only.
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SIDDHESWAR CHATTOPADHYAY’S CREATIVITY: AS
INSPIRED BY BRECHTIAN THEATRE

RITAPA CHAKRABARTY

Abstract: Bertolt Brecht was a well-known German theatre practitioner, playwright and poet.
Brecht had developed the combined theory and practice of his ‘Epic theatre’ to explore the
theatre as a forum for political ideas. One of Brecht’s most important principles was what he
called the Verfremdungseffekt (translated as ‘alienation effect’). His object was to create a
distance between the theme with characters depicted in the play on the stage and the audience.
As a precondition to this A-Effect, actors also should not attempt to identify themselves
completely with the characters they are to portray. According to Brecht, theatre should have
both amusive value and educative value. Siddheswar Chattopadhyay, one of the eminent
modern Sankrit poets, was probably the first to introduce the plays of Bertolt Brecht on the
Bengali as well as South Asian stage. He composed 4 Sanskrit plays namely—
Dharitripatinirvacanam, —Athakim, Svargiyahasanam and Nanavitadanam. He was
passionately moved by chaotic condition of society during post independent period. All of his
plays are point blank satires (also known as Hasya in Sanskrit, a genre of literature that uses
humor, irony, and exaggeration to critique societal norms and human behaviour). Siddheswar
had portrayed social, political and socio-political issues through his plays. Brecht had used his
plays as the medium of his own ideologies as well Siddheswar Chattopadhyay did the same.
Composition, representation, acting, dramatic technique etc. of these plays have provided the
opportunity of thinking to the audience. It has produced both aesthetic pleasure and educative
value fulfilling the aim of Brecht’s Epic theatre. Alike Brecht, Dr. Chattopadhyay also used
song in his plays to express his thoughts through the character and made announcer announce
the theme of the play at the beginning. Though Siddheswar was deeply influenced by the
theory of Brecht’s Epic theatre, but did not follow him blindly. Prof. Chattopadhyay had
profound knowledge about classic Sanskrit dramaturgy and western dramaturgy. Moreover he
introduced a new genre in the realm of the Modern Sanskrit Plays.

Keywords: Epic theatre, alienation effect, Playwright, Modern Sanskrit Play, Point-blank
Satire, Educative value.

Introduction

Bertolt Brecht (10 February 1898-14 August 1956)was a well-known
German theatre practitioner, playwright and poet. Klaus Volker rightly said, “Brecht
has become one of the most frequently performed dramatists of any country.”!
Brecht had developed the combined theory and practice of his ‘Epic theatre’ to
explore the theatre as a forum for political ideas. According to him, theatre is an
undertaking which co-operates in the fundamental transformation of the social life of
human being. To achieve this goal, Brecht had taken up Epic style as against the
usual Dramatic style of theatre.

One of Brecht’s most important principles was what he called
the ‘Verfremdungseffekt (translated as ‘alienation effect’). The term °Alienation
Effect” (‘A-Effect’ in short) had come into usage in theatre with Brecht. Epic
Theatre proposed that a play should not cause the spectator to identify emotionally
with the characters or action before him or her, but should instead provoke rational
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self-reflection and a critical view of the action on the stage. His object was to create
a distance between the theme with characters depicted in the play on the stage and
the audience. He wanted to alienate the audience from the play and to make them
think over it. This is known as A-Effect of Brecht.

As a precondition to this A-Effect, actors also should not attempt to identify
themselves completely with the characters they are to portray. In short, A-Effect as a
technique is “to make the spectator adopt an attitude of enquiry and criticism in his
approach to the incident”.?> The actor also does not allow himself to become
completely transformed on the stage into the play and to make them think over it.
This is known as A-Effect of Brecht.

It is apparent from the above that, Brecht demanded from theatre fruitful attitude
towards reality. However, it should not be concluded that A-Effect totally denies the
aesthetic pleasure derived from theatre. Brecht himself also did not mean that and
this is evident from his own plays. “Theatre is certainly not a classroom where
spectators come to take lessons from the dramatist or actors. A-Effect is but a
technique that gives scope to the audience to think and reason while enjoying
pleasure.”™ According to Brecht, theatre should have both amusive value and
educative value.

In Brecht’s Life of Galileo, an announcer entered at the beginning of each act and
announced what would be depicted on the act concerned. But no complaint had ever
been raised against either the above mentioned act or the play of Brecht as failing to
produce the intended dramatic effect. Dramatic suspense was generally taken to
mean an undecided course of action inducing the audience waiting anxiously and
knew what would come next. Brecht was against this suspense. According to him,
this type of suspense might have importance in the case of the first performance of a
new play based on an unknown story. But it is meaningless and next to impossible
also where the play has already been read by the spectators with the help of
commentaries even and the story is known. That is why, the mode of representation
matters the most in the success of the stage production of old good plays.

To achieve all of these, Brecht employed techniques such as the actors’ direct
address to the audience, harsh and bright stage lighting, the use of songs
to interrupt the action etc.. The mode and technique of representation introduced by
Brecht for producing A-Effect would not be discussed here in details. Influence of
Brecht and his theories on the plays of Siddheswar Chattopadhyay will be discussed
on this paper.

Siddheswar Chattopadhyay and his plays

With the popularity of the plays of Brecht, his Epic Theatre and the term A-Effect
had also come to be frequently used in discussion on theatre in India. Life of Galileo
of Brecht was staged first in the cultural programme of post convocation of the
Burdwan University. Dr. Chattopadhyay not only directed and organized this play;
he himself played the role of Cardinal. Siddheswar Chattopadhyay (1918 A.D. -
1993 A.D) was probably the first to introduce the plays of Bertolt Brecht on the
Bengali as well as South Asian stage. That is why, the name of this remarkable
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personality of Bengal had been inscribed in golden words in the Brecht-gallery in
Berlin.

Dr. Chattopadhyay was a performer, a playwright and a dramatist. He composed 4
Sanskrit plays namely— Dharitripatinirvacanam (1971), Athakim (1974),
Svargiyahasanam (1974) and Nanavitddanam (1977). For his contribution to
Sanskrit drama, he was awarded ‘Golden Pitcher’. All of his plays are point blank
satires (also known as Hasya in Sanskrit, a genre of literature that uses humor, irony,
and exaggeration to critique societal norms and human behaviour). Siddheswar had
portrayed social, political and socio-political issues through his plays.

Apart from the plays, Siddheswar wrote numerous essays on Sanskrit drama and
dramaturgy and directed a number of Bengali and Sanskrit dramas on the stage. He
felt that the earlier authorities on Sanskrit dramatics and dramaturgy had always had
a conventional approach and that they had failed to be critical enough to face
inconvenient facts. His involvement in modern dramatic movements had led him to
review the forms and contents of Sanskrit drama in terms of the modern theories.
Influence and impact of Brecht’s theory on these plays will be discussed here
briefly.

Dharitripatinirvacanam

This is an exceptional play (satire) that has addressed international political issues.
The stage of this play has been set in a restaurant owned by Bhagavana himself and
his assistant Visvakarma. Bhagavana’s marriageable daughter is Dharitri, the sole
actress. The selection of husband for DharitrT has taken place in a gathering, but
none truly has loved her; they all have wanted to possess her only. However,
DharitrT hasn’t felt affection for anyone and at the end, all the participants have
fought with each other and gone back home without getting married to Dharitr. In
the playwright’s words,

Racanakalatparamatitanikativarsani, kificitparivartanamjatam natikavarnitasya
dré$yasyaiva. Ankastunadhunapiparisamaptah. Dharitripatinirvacanasabhaya ayojanam
pracalatitaram, sabhatunanusthitadyapi.’

In this excellent work, Bhagavana has been shown as head of UNO and permanent
members like USA, USSR, France and so on have been represented by ‘Hayangala’,
‘Dhurandhara’, ‘Laghuvaiicaka’ etc. In this play, India, the peace-loving and non-
aligned small nation has been represented by ‘Varandalambuka’ (gentle, and polite
by Nature), whereas ‘Gaddolaka’ has represented Pakistan, another small nation.
The powerful nations have always been engaged in fighting with each other to
maintain the balance of power and the countries like India and Pakistan have no role
to play. Bhagavana, being the chief, has tried his best to stop the mutual
contradiction among the present members but all in vain. Although the UNO is
supposed to be impartial, but in many cases the decisions of the super powers are
simply endorsed by UNO. The author ultimately has established the truth that he
who has achieved power cannot be stopped due to his imperialistic attitude.

From the above discussion, it is apparent that Dharitripatinirvacanam is enriched
with a fruitful attitude towards reality. Composition, representation, acting, dramatic
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technique etc. of this play have provided the opportunity of thinking to the audience.
It has produced both aesthetic pleasure and educative value, the aim of Brecht’s Epic
theatre.

Like the Life of Galileo of Brecht, an announcer entered at the beginning and told
what would be described in the play. In the prastavana of Dharitripatinirvacanam, it
was informed through the version of sttradhara (Announcer), that the ‘super
powers’ keep on inventing different types of deadly weapons such as atom bombs,
hydrogen bombs, missiles, nuclear warheads and try to conquer the whole world.
Moreover, the frequent testing of nuclear weapons have been creating radio-active
pollution in atmosphere making the globe more and more unsafe for living beings
and for vegetation as well.® Undoubtedly, Dr. Chattopadhyay has presented his own
socio-political thoughts through the announcer here.

Athakim

The play Athakim is a point-blank satire regarding the election or electoral system in
a democratic country like India. A notable feature of this play is that none of the
characters does have any particular name. Male characters are identified with letters
like ‘Ka’, ‘Kha’, ‘Ga’ etc. while female characters are identified with letters like
‘A’, ‘U’ etc. Without naming any character, the playwright has suggested that no
individual should be the focus; instead, the focus should be on the party or group
they represent.

This play has shown that a number of political parties are in existence in India, a
developing country. All the political leaders try to gain control over administration.
The play has highlighted the political false promises made by politicians before
elections, the lack of dependence of the common people on political parties, the
struggle to achieve power among rigging parties during elections and even criminal
elements. People’s reactions to the politicians’ speech have been expressed through
few dialogues such as, “Gah — 'kimesa vidyalayasya itihasasreni? vayam kim
chatrah?”’The general public has lost faith in election system and decided to waste
his vote by putting consent marks against all the names and symbols of ballot
papers, “Vare tu asmin sarvesameva namnam par$ve cihnanyarnkayisyami.”®

The characters have been portrayed with harsh tone and satirical mood, revealing
their selfishness. This play has followed the tradition of Brecht’s Epic theatre,
aiming to expose more clearly the face of society. The announcer has depicted a
clear picture of the society here also as well as in the previous play,

Paramadyatvesarvamjatamasamskrtam — dehe, citte, samaje samskrtasya gandho'pi
nasti, abhinaya$ca bhavati sarvatraiva - marge, hatte, ghatte, parivare, vidyalaye,
vidhanasabhayamapi.’

While the play raised questions and playwright used humour, it often left the
answers ambiguous, making the audience think about whether anyone truly knows
the answers or if the answers are even known to all.!” This play also is a combination
of amusement and education, aligning with the main goal of Brecht’s Epic theatre.
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Svargiyahasanam

This is another amazing socio-political play written by Siddheswar Chattopadhyay.
The play has delved into the misconduct, greed, and power struggles of ministers,
parliamentarians and political leaders. It has highlighted the enduring presence of
such misconduct throughout history, across all religions and regions. The characters
in the play, with names like ‘Brhaspati’, ‘A$oka’, and ‘Akabara’ have symbolized
different eras and power dynamics. Political efforts in the name of communal
harmony, have attempted to break parties. Political parties have been offering
money, alcohol, women, and other forbidden items to win elections - for one’s own
party. Siddheswar has shown that how an actor or an actress without any political
background may become a minister or a Member of Parliament; how disruptions
may occur in the Parliament but everyone’s goal is always the same, so that the
party may get the responsibility of a division where there is a possibility of grabbing
a huge amount of money.

In a nutshell the play has described the pervasive nature of politics where ‘country,’
‘party’ and ‘self” seem to be the priorities in that order. At the end of the dayj, it is
found that everyone has given priority to self and self only. The character Brhaspati
said,

Svartharaksayai  svarthasiddhaye  vasanghah, sanghasvartaya ca  deSah,
desayatavatkimtannaham jang.!!

Siddheswar also has used satire effectively in the play, addressing issues and
suggesting solutions. He has emphasized the need to give respect to ordinary or
common people and the potential for unity in politics. Through this play, the
playwright has illustrated the importance of dignity, necessity of using force and
accountability of leaders.

The play has come to the conclusion with representatives of farmers (Dhundha) and
labourers (punga) declaring the victory of equality. Overall, in this play social
commentary and political satire have been combined to convey a message of the
betterment of society through political change. At the end the playwright has
expressed his wish or thoughts through the character, named vaitalika,

Jayatu jayatu devardjo Jayatu janakalyanakari. (Yena) dhvastobhedah svarga-
narakayoh Labdhasahayatadhundhapungayoh, Sajayatu sankatottirno Vajrapasadhari.
Jayatu jayatu devardjo Janakalyanakari. 2

The vivid description of social injustice and human vices in this play, cannot be
taken as simply intended for so-called aesthetic relish only, rather it demands a total
absorption of the audience’s mind in the theme of the play.

Nanavitadanam

This is a Sanskrit play of satirical type written by Dr. Siddheswar Chattopadhyay. In
the present play, Nana or mother has represented Sanskrit language; Uttara, Piravi
and Videsint have represented Hindi, Bengali and English respectively; the three
doctors have represented the academic stalwarts and the members of education
commission etc. who have been primarily responsible to remove Sanskrit from our
system of education especially in West Bengal by their language policy. The author
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has shown how Sanskrit, though esteemed as a ‘dead’ language has the capacity to
express ultra-modern ideas.

The play has begun in a most unconventional way without any benedictory verse or
nandi. Sitradhara with mourning dress in hand came on the stage and announced
that there would not be any performance today, since there was a great mishap:

. Kintu kim na jananti bhavantah, kidréam durdaivam samapatitam? adyapi
bhavatamabhinavadar$anasprha vartate? aho daurbhagyam!13

After hearing this, the audience (represented by the young man, the teacher and the
traditional scholar) had lost their patience and temper as well and firmly demanded
proper explanation. Stitradhara requested all of them to come on the stage and to see
with their own eyes what would happen. This is how the orthodox concept of a firm
barrier between the stage and the spectators had been removed giving a new
dimension in the technique. This type of dramatic technique was popular in Brecht’s
Epic theatre.

It has already been mentioned that Brecht used songs in his play to interrupt the
action and to convince the audience to question the existing dominant ideologies.
Dr. Chattopadhyay also used song in this play to express his thoughts through the
character. Here the Announcer praised Sanskrit and depicted the-then situation
through a song (ballad)

(Sutradharah sabhinayarh laukikasurena gayati) $rnu $rnu samagata! sarvagunijana.
adhikarigite'dhuna diyatarh hi manah. nanavrttarh samalambya nivedyate maya
sarasakatuka katha hinatalalaya (aho hinatalalaya...) asti tatra nananamni devi
mahiyasi. sarvajanavandya sa hi mata gariyasl. puravi kanyaka tasya rangadese jata.
uttarapi siita tasyastatra samayata. kale tatra samagata vide$ini kanya. (aho videsini
kanya) rlipayauvanavati sa sarvajanamanya.'*

Even the play came to an end with a song of Sutradhara bearing a significant
importance.

Playwright through this excellent play has cast extremely pointed satire which
nakedly has exposed the follies, false pretensions and ridiculous attitude of the
academicians and politicians. Siddheswar had tried his best to make audience aware
of their responsibilities connected with the present dying condition rather ‘death’ of
Sanskrit especially in West Bengal. Alike his other plays, this one not only
entertains, but also educates and provokes thoughts to its audience.

Conclusion

Art is the reflection of the society: “Every piece of art is necessarily a form of social
consciousness.”'SA  freedom fighter from his school days Dr. Siddheswar
Chattopadhyay incurred the displeasure of the British Raj owing to his association
with the revolutionaries. He was passionately moved by chaotic condition of society
during post independent period. All of his plays are point blank satires portraying
social, political and socio-political issues. Brecht had used his plays as the medium
of his own ideologies as well Siddheswar Chattopadhyay did the same. He refused
the concept of so called Rationalism and depicted explicitly his own experiences he
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gathered from the society in these plays. It reminds us that very poem The
Playwright’s song by Brecht,

I am a playwright. I show

What I have seen. In the man markets

I have seen how men are traded. That

I show, 1, the playwright. '¢ (Translated by John Willett)

Though Siddheswar was influenced by the theory of Brecht’s Epic theatre, but not
wholly. In the opinion of Brecht an actor should be the master of the role he plays
and not the slave of its emotions; he should keep the part fully under his control in
order to play it according to necessity. He laid emphasis on the total alienation of the
actor from the role, he is to play.!’Siddheswar opposed this opinion and said “If the
actor remains totally alienated, as Brecht asserts, and does not at all share the
feelings of the role then his acting is bound to be lifeless and mechanical.”!®

Analysing the very four plays of Siddheswar Chattopadhyay, we have come into
conclusion that classic Sanskrit dramaturgy and western dramaturgy have been
blended perfectly. He pointed out that Brecht himself derived the idea of Epic
theatre and A-Effect from Chinese theatre.'’At least he was very much influenced by
the Chinese mode of representation which closely resembles that of Indian. It is not
known whether Brecht had any idea of the technique of IndianYatra method of
dramatic performances which can be cited as the best specimen so far as the Epic
theatre and A-Effect are concerned. In any case, Brecht seemed to have derived the
idea of the Epic theatre from the East. Dr. Chattopadhyay also mentioned that the
theory of Epic theatre and A-Effect of Brecht was not totally foreign to the critics
and dramatists of ancient India.

Notes & References

1. Bertolt Brecht: Eine Biographie, Klaus Volker, p.27.

Brecht on Theatre, Ed. John Willet, p.136.

Ibid., p.137.

Theatre in Ancient India, Ed. Siddheswar Chattopadhyay, p.49.

Dharitripatinirvacanam, Siddheswar Chattopadhyay, Nivedanam.

Ibid., p.1.

Athakim, p.21.

Ibid., p.22.

1bid., pp. 1-2.

. Ibid., Nivedanam.

A S A o

—_ =
—_ O

. Svargiyahasanam, Siddheswar Chattopadhyay, p.5.
. Ibid., p.30.

—_ =
W N

. Nanavitadanam, Siddheswar Chattopadhyay, p.1.
. Ibid., pp.11-12.

—_
~



158 ANVIKSA « VOL. XLVI « PART I » DECEMBER 2024

15. Modern Sanskrit Plays (1970 A.D.- 1998 A.D.): A Sociological Introspection, Rita
Chattopadhyay, Introduction.

16. Bertolt Brecht: Poetry and Prose, Ed.Reinhold Grimm , p.84.
17. Theatre in Ancient India, Ed. Siddheswar Chattopadhyay, p.56.
18. Ibid., p.57.

19. Brecht on Theatre, Ed. John Willet, pp.91-99.

Select Bibliography
Basu, Bratya. Bi.Bi (in Bengali), Kolkata: Kapotaksha, 2022. Print.

Brecht, Bertolt. Poetry and Prose, Ed. Reinhold Grimm. New York: Continuum,
2006. PDF.

Chattopadhyay, Rita. 20" Century Sanskrit Literature: A Glimpse into Tradition and
Innovation, Kolkata: Sanskrit Pustak Bhandar, 2009. Print.

Chattopadhyay, Rita. Modern Sanskrit Plays (1970 A.D.- 1990 A.D.): A Sociological
Introspection, Kolkata: Sanskrit Pustak Bhandar, 1999. Print.

Chattopadhyay, Rita. Siddheswar Chattopadhyay (1918-1993), Kolkata: Sanskrit
Pustak Bhandar, 2017. Print.

Chattopadhyay, Siddheswar. Theatre in Ancient India, Ed. Narendrath
Bhattacharyya and Dipak Chattopadhyay, Delhi: Manohar, 1992. Print.

Willet, John. Brecht on Theatre, New York: Hill & Wang, 1966. PDF.



EARLY MEDIVAL RAJPUTS AND THEIR BRANCHES
CHANDANA DAS

Abstract: The word Rajput, derived from the Sanskrit term rdja putra meaning "son of a
king", refers to a member of the patrilineal clans originating from western, central, and
northern India, as well as parts of Pakistan. They assert descent from the Hindu warrior
aristocracy of northern India. Rajputs rose to prominence between 6 and 12th centuries, and
until the 20th century, they governed the vast majority of princely states in regions such as
Rajasthan and Saurastra, which contained the concentration of such states. The Rajput
population and historical Rajput states are widely distributed across the Indian subcontinent,
especially in northern, western, and central regions. Significant populations are located in
Rajasthan, Saurastra, Uttar Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Haryana, Jammu, Punjab,
Uttarakhand, Madhya Pradesh, and Bihar. There is considerable debate among historians
regarding the origins of the Rajputs. In this paper we will attempt to trace the history of the
rise of this Rajput community during early medieval period.

Keywords: Rajputs, Rathor, Rajasthan, Hiinas, Medas, Rajputization, Ksatriya, Rajput clans.
Introduction

Indian history is traditionally categorized into three principal periods: ancient,
medieval, and modern. The medieval period spans a considerable time frame,
beginning in the 6th century with the decline of the Gupta empire and extending to
the 18th century, which signifies the beginning of colonial rule. To facilitate the
analysis of state and society during medieval India, contemporary historians often
divide this period into two subcategories: the early medieval period and the late
medieval period. The early medieval period is defined as the timeframe from the fall
of the Gupta Empire until the onset of the Sultanate period in the 13th century.
Conversely, the late medieval period is predominantly characterized by the rule of
the Sultanate and the Mughal Empire, although interpretations of this division may
differ across regions.

The early medieval period in India was marked by the prominence of numerous
regional and local powers, largely due to the absence of a strong central authority.
Despite this political fragmentation, several influential political entities emerged,
sometimes referred to by historians as "regional imperial kingdoms." Between 750
and 1000 CE, three prominent empires gained dominance in early medieval India:
the Gurjara-Pratiharas in North India, the Palas in Eastern India, and the Rastrakiitas
in South India. Their rivalry over control of Kannauj, a strategically significant area
in the Ganges Valley, is often termed the Tripartite Struggle. Additionally, during
this period, smaller kingdoms identified as Rajputs rose to prominence in North
India. The origins of the Rajputs have sparked extensive debate among historians,
with theories suggesting indigenous, foreign, or even divine origins.

Theory of Emergence of the Rajputs

The question of the Rajputs’ indigenous origins emerged as a key focus among
nationalist historians, who emphasized their martial abilities and chivalric ideals. It
has been suggested that the Rajputs gained prominence by resisting foreign
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invasions, willingly assuming the Ksatriya role of protecting the land along with its
cultural values.!

James Tod's Annals and Antiquities of Rajasthan, or the Central and Western Rajput
States of India?, published in two volumes in 1829 and 1832, was one of the earliest
works to highlight the Rajputs in historiographical studies. Often regarded as "the
most comprehensive monograph ever compiled by a British officer describing one of
the leading peoples of India".? it holds a significant place as a foundational source
on the region's history. Tod's work served multiple purposes. First, it functioned as
an administrative guide for East India Company officials, offering crucial insights
into the geography and history of western India to support effective governance.
Secondly, it contributed to the expansion of scientific knowledge at the time by
documenting previously unfamiliar lands and cultures, thereby enhancing European
understanding of the East. Finally, his study preserved Rajput history and the
genealogies of their ruling families, establishing itself as a definitive account of the
Rajputs. Tod extensively drew from the epics and ballads of poets like Chand Bardai
and regional bards, and his deep admiration for the Rajput ethos and identity is
evident throughout his work. He often expressed gratitude for the hospitality and
trust shown to him, particularly by the Sisodias of Mewar and the Rathors of
Marwar. His research also delves into practices such as johar, a form of self-
sacrifice by Rajput women to protect their honor in times of defeat, and safi, where
widows would immolate themselves on their husbands’ funeral pyres.

Tod's writings were strongly influenced by his conviction that the Rajputs embodied
the qualities of a martial race with chivalric ideals.* Building on this perspective, he
posits in his book that the Rajputs might share ancestral ties with Europeans.’> He
frequently draws comparisons between Rajput history and Ancient Greek history,
"asserting, there is not a petty state in Rajasthan that has not had its Thermopylae,
and scarcely a city that has not produced its Leonidas".® In Tod's view, the only
element of ancient Greece missing from Rajasthan was a historian like Herodotus.”
Thus, he saw it as his duty to chronicle the history of the Rajput races. Serving as
the political agent for Western Rajputana from 1818 until his retirement in June
1822, Tod displayed a marked partiality for the Rajputs, particularly those of
Marwar and Mewar, often voicing criticism against Emperor Aurangzeb's policies.
His close association with the Rajputs generated suspicion and criticism among his
peers, and it is suggested that he retired under accusations of corruption due to his
close relationships with Rajput princes.

In his investigation of Rajput origins, Tod suggested that they were descended from
groups such as the Sakas, Hiinas, Kusanas, and Gurjaras, who migrated to and
established themselves in India. Over time, these groups assimilated into Hindu
society, marrying Indian women and making India their homeland, ultimately
becoming part of the Hindu caste system. The elite among these foreign settlers
developed into a distinct warrior class, identifying themselves as Rajputs, while the
lower classes came to be known as Jats, Ahirs, and other communities. Tod
reinforced his theory by pointing out cultural similarities between these settlers and
the Rajputs, including practices such as horse worship, the Asvamedha sacrifice, the
presence of bards, the use of war chariots, the status of women, the observance of
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omens and auguries, a preference for strong alcoholic beverages, and the worship
and initiation of arms. In the absence of direct evidence concerning Scythian
customs and social structures to substantiate his assertions, Tod relied significantly
on superficial similarities in customs and beliefs, not only between the Rajputs and
the Scythians and Huns but also between the Rajputs and the Getae or Thracians,
and the Germans Tacitus.®

Tod's theory on the foreign origins of the Rajputs was circulated by various colonial
historians, albeit with varying modifications. For example, William Crooke critiqued
several of Tod's claims, stating, “Recent investigations have thrown much new light
on the origins of the Rajputs”. A considerable divide exists between the Vedic
Ksatriyas and the Rajputs of the medieval period, which is now unbridgeable. Some
clans, with the assistance of a compliant bard, may trace their ancestry back to the
Kstariyas of Buddhist times, who were regarded as important figures in Hindu
society and often considered superior to the Brahmans. However, it is now clear that
many clans emerged during the Saka or Kusana invasions, which began around the
mid-second century B.C., or more definitively, from the invasions of the White
Hunas, who dismantled the Gupta Empire around 480 A.D. The Gurjara tribe, linked
to the latter group, adopted Brahmanism, and their leaders constituted the main
lineage from which the higher Rajput families developed. When these new claimants
to princely status accepted the faith and institutions of Brahmanism, it was natural
for them to associate their mythical origins with the heroes celebrated in the
Mahabharata and Ramdyana. Similarly, Vincent A. Smith argued that the term
Ksatriya was not an ethnic designation but rather an occupational classification. He
suggested that Rajaputra, meaning 'son of a Raja,' likely referred to younger
members of ruling families who, following the ancient customs of tribal society,
sought their fortunes abroad and won the hand of a princess through valorous acts,
thereby securing succession to the kingdom vested in her according to matrilineal
customs. He further asserted, "the term Kshatriya was, I believe, always one of very
vague meaning, simply denoting the Hindu ruling classes which did not claim
Brahmanical descent. Occasionally, a raja might be a Brahman by caste, but the
Brahman's place at court was that of a minister rather than a king".’

The theory suggesting foreign origins for the Rajputs faced considerable opposition
from nationalist historians, many of whom championed the idea of an indigenous
origin and emphasized the martial and chivalric attributes of the Rajputs. Scholars
such as C.V. Vaidya!® and Gauri Shankar Ojha!! are notable proponents of this
viewpoint. Vaidya asserts "the Rajputs who now came to the front and who by their
heroism diffuse such glory on the period of medieval Indian history cannot but have
been the descendants of Vedic Aryans. None but Vedic Aryans could have fought so
valiantly in defense of the ancestral faith."!> He presents several arguments to
support this position. First, he maintains that it was only the Vedic Aryans who
possessed the courage necessary to safeguard their ancestral faith and honour.
Second, he highlights that the Rajputs trace their lineage to one of two Ksatriya
dynasties: the Solar (Suryavams$in) or Lunar (Candravams$in). Third, he reinforces
his claims by noting the physical similarities between the Rajputs and the Aryans,
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citing anthropometric data from the 1901 census, which revealed characteristics such
as straight noses, elongated heads, and tall statures that may connect them to the
Aryans. In contrast to theories proposing that the Rajputs were elite members of
various foreign tribes who entered India in the fifth century and were subsequently
assimilated into the Indian varpa system, Vaidya refutes this idea. He draws on
Indian law books (Smrtis) and the writings of travellers like Megasthenes and
Xuanzang to argue that the caste system of that era was distinctly hierarchical,
rendering it unlikely for Scythians and Yavanas to have been integrated into it.'?

The term Rajaputra refers to a high-born Ksatriya, signifying an individual who not
only belongs to the ksatriya varna but is also born into a royal family. This term is of
considerable antiquity, with attestations found in the works of Panini and the
Mahabharata, but it gained prominence during the 7th century CE. Consequently,
the term Rajaputra holds particular significance, as it denotes the 36 royal families
of Kshatriyas, marriage within which was deemed acceptable. According to Vaidya,
these families were primarily concentrated in what is now known as Rajputana and
the surrounding regions of central India, where Brahmanism remained robust even
during the time of Xuan Zang. In contrast, Ksatriyas and Rajputs from outside this
area were often regarded with disdain, perceived as questionable Kshatriyas. The
Rajputs, who named the region Rajputana, trace their lineage to identifiable kings
who ruled during the 7th and 8th centuries CE. Vaidya asserts that the Rajputs have
maintained the purity of their lineage from the 8th century to the present day in a
manner unparalleled by other castes in India or by any other people globally.
Furthermore, C. V. Vaidya'* refutes the Agnikula theory, which supports the foreign
origins of the Rajputs. This theory was first proposed by the poet Chand Bardai, who
served as the bard of Prthviraja Cauhan and chronicled the exploits of this last
chivalrous Rajput king in his epic Prthvirdja Rasa.

J.N. Asopa's offers an in-depth examination of differing views regarding the origins
of the Rajputs. He contends that the names of various clans possess geographical
significance and are unrelated to the mythical origins of the Rajputs, a notion
proposed by several scholars. For instance, Asopa correlates the clan name Calukyas
(or Salukyas, Calikis) from the 6th century CE with the Saiki River in Khondmals,
Orissa; the Gujjars with the Panwars River, which flows from Jozri in Jodhpur,
western Rajasthan; and the Cahamanas (or SambhariaCauhanas) with Sambhar Lake
in central Rajasthan.!® He associates the Guhilas (8th century CE) with the forested
areas between the Galiakot and Mabhi rivers, the Bhatis of Punjab with Bhatia Desa
(1000 CE), which corresponds to modern Bhatinda; the Chapotkatas (8th century
CE) with Bhinmal in southwestern Rajasthan; and the Candellas with Chanderi in
central and southern Gujarat. Asopa provides a meticulous study of each clan,
illustrating that the Vedic term Rajaputra was synonymous with Rajanya. He further
argues that this term has remained in use over time, though its connotations have
evolved. The term Paladin Rajaputra, along with its corrupt interpretations,
emerged during the early medieval period. Notably, he emphasizes that not all
landowners identified as Rajputs, and that the warrior Rajputs did not necessarily
align with the Ksatriya class.
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Several modern historians have critically examined the prevailing theories regarding
the origins of the Rajputs, with B.D. Chattopadhyaya!’ being a prominent figure in
this discussion. Through the analysis of epigraphic evidence from Rajasthan, he
outlines the gradual ascent of the Rajputs within an established political framework
from the seventh to the twelfth centuries CE. Chattopadhyaya contends that the
emergence of ruling lineages should be viewed as a "process" that was reinforced by
these clans' assertions of Ksatriya status. He argues that these claims were not
merely efforts to trace lineage; rather, they served to legitimize their position of
authority as rulers. Consequently, he posits that the concept of "Rajput”" and the
process of Rajputization—characterized by adaptation to the regional and socio-
political context—gained prominence during the early medieval period.
Furthermore, he maintains that this evolution should be examined not solely through
the lens of dynastic and genealogical details but as a broader phenomenon that
facilitated the transition from a "tribal" society to a state polity during this era.

Chattopadhyaya connects the Rajput emergence process with agrarian expansion and
state formation, asserting that the spread of agricultural settlements and the
development of an agrarian economy are supported by epigraphic and
archaeological evidence. Inscriptions from Western and Central India document the
Rajput clans’ dominance over tribal groups like the Sabaras, Bhillas, and Pulindas,
indicating that these ruling lineages rose to power at the expense of indigenous
communities. Various traditions narrated in inscriptions and heroic poetry describe
the migration of the Guhilas from Gujarat to Rajasthan, positioning them as
successors to the Bhil tribal leadership. The Nadol branch of the Cahamana clan
established its authority in southeastern Marwar by displacing the Medas, a process
recorded in the Puratanaprabandahsamgraha and Nainsi's Khyat,'® compiled in the
17th century. Advanced agricultural techniques facilitated the settlement of new
territories and the gradual shift from tribalism to a statepolity.

The bardic narrative Pallival Chand illustrates how the Medas and Minas were
supplanted by Rathore Siha. A significant feature of this period was the social
mobility observed within the Varna hierarchy, as exemplified by the Medas and
Hiinas, who transitioned from tribal identities to "Rajput" status.!” The Pratiharas,
originally part of the Gurjara clan, rose as a prominent ruling power in the 8th
century CE, evolving from their origins as pastoralists and agriculturists to
established rulers. The genealogies composed during this time aimed to enhance the
status of these ruling lineages. For instance, the Pratiharas of Mandor (837 CE)
claimed descent from a Kshatriya mother and Brahmana father, thus asserting
Brahma-Ksatriya status.?® Similarly, the Guhilas of Mewar (10th—11th centuries CE)
and the Cahamanas of Sakambhari (1169 CE) were also recorded as possessing
Brahma-Kshatriya status. In historical records, Rajput ruling clans are often referred
to as feudatories of the Pratiharas or Mauryas, with their lineage traced to
mythological figures like Maharaja Karna, Laksmana, and Vedic deities such as
Indra and Visnu, along with connections to the Solar race and the Iksvakus of the
Krta age. It seems that the claim to Brahma-Ksatriya status served as a strategic
move in later periods to legitimize the newly claimed, supposedly pure Ksatriya
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identity by associating it with an elevated status linked to Brahmanical lineage.
Consequently, the genealogies crafted during this transformative phase from
subservient to sovereign power were often exaggerated, though containing elements
of authenticity. The Gurjaras of Gujarat served as feudatories under the Valabhi king,
while the early Guhilas held subordinate positions as vassals to the Mauryas and
Pratiharas. The Cahamana genealogies mention the term Samanta, indicating their
status as feudatories of the Gurjara Pratiharas, while the terms naradeva or ngpa
(king) reflect their progression toward autonomous status. Collectively, these
examples illustrate the Rajputization process, characterized by the formation of
ruling lineages and the rise of feudatories within the prevailing graded state
structure.

Marriage alliances within Rajput clans also impacted the political landscape. These
inter-clan marriage networks remained largely confined to Rajputs, specifically
among the ruling elite.?' Social groups that rose to power and joined the ranks of the
ruling elite during this period reinforced their social and political legitimacy by
establishing marital ties with established Rajput lineages and undergoing the process
of Ksatriyaisation.

Thirty-six Rajput Clans

As previously mentioned, records exist of 36 Rajput families, though the names vary
across sources. James Tod??> documented a list of each family's name in his work,
also providing a complete version that includes all of them. Within these 36 families,
some have further sub-divisions. The names of these 36 Rajput clans are as follows:

Iksvaku, Kakutstha, or Surya

Anwali, Indu, Som, or Chandra

Grahilot or Guhilot ...........coooiiiiiiii 24 Branches.
Yadu. cooee 4 Branches
R P 17 Branches
RaAthOr. ..o 13 Branches

Kushwaha or Kachhawaha

Paramara...........coooeiiiiiiii i 35 Branches
Cahamana or Cauhan...........c.coviiiins veiinineniinen 26 Branches
Calukya or Solanki.....................ceveeieeeeeiesieeneenn.. 16 Branches
Parihara or Pratihara.................coooiiiiiii i, 12 Branches
Chawarga

Tak, Tak, or Taksak
Jat or Geta

Hun or Huna
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Kathi

Bala

Jhala

Jethwa or Kamari................c.coon, 2 Branches
Gohil

Sarweya

Silar

Dabhi

GaUL. ... 5 Branches
Doda or Dor

Gaharwal
Bargujar............c.cociviiiiineceeeceeene. 3 Branchess
Sengar

Sikarwal

Bais

Dahia

Johya

Mohil

Nikumbha

Rajpali

Dahima

Four Agnikulas

Among these thirty-six Rajput clans, four—Cahamana, Solanki, Caulukya, and
Paramara—are known as the Agnikula Rajputs. It is said that while other Rajput
clans are believed to have originated from the womb, these four Agnikula Rajputs
emerged from a fire pit (agnikunda). According to legend,® while sages were
absorbed in their religious activities, daityas (demons) persistently harassed them in
malicious ways, casting ordure, blood, bones, and flesh into the sacrificial fire pits
when Brahmanas dug them for sacred rites. In response, the devout priests gathered
around the agnikunda and prayed to Mahadeva for protection. As a result, a figure
emerged from the fire pit, though he initially lacked the traits of a warrior. The
Brahmanas designated him as gatekeeper and named him Prthvi-dvara or Pratihara.
The second figure, Caulukya, emerged from Brahma’s palm. A third appeared,
named Paramara, meaning "enemy-slayer," who became the progenitor of a dynasty.
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Finally, a fourth entity sprang from the fire, bearing deadly weapons, and was called
Cauhana.

Therefore, it appears that by the 13th century, the Rajputra category had evolved
beyond merely indicating a political position and had become hereditary. There was
a notable expansion and growth in the network of Rajput clans. The term "Rajputra"
came to encompass a broad range of positions, from the son of a king to smaller
landholders. After the 12th century, epithets like Rajaputra, Rauta, and Ranaka
became more widespread compared to earlier titles such as samanta and
mahdsamanta.**Rajputra, Ranaka, and similar terms were often mentioned
alongside titles like samanta and mahamandalesvara. The titles Rauta and Ranaka
also appear in inscriptions from various clans likely seeking a place within the socio-
political framework, indicating that the Rajput socio-political system was both
inclusive and flexible. With the rise of the Rajputs, traditional Ksatriyas may have
turned to other professions, as the ruling category became increasingly associated
not with Ksatriya status but with Rajput identity. Inter-clan relationships within the
Rajput polity were well-documented; for instance, in the Cahamana kingdom, the
Guhilas existed as landholding elites. Memorial stones or relics, known as
govardhanadhvajas or devali, mention Pratihara, Cahamana, and Guhila clans, along
with titles like Mahasamanta, Rand, Rauta, and Rdajaputra. This suggests that
military prowess was a crucial factor that enabled these clans to rise to ruling power.
The proliferation of Rajput ruling clans occurred either through segmentation—
where a significant clan divided into sub-clans—or through assimilation with local
elements.
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RGVIDHANA AS A CEREMONIAL LITERATURE
CHAITALI BANERJEE

Abstract: The Vidhana texts are very important in the history of Vedic literature. They mark a
new period of Vedic Sanskrit litetature. Though they were written as ritual literature in general.
By studying these texts, we can learn about religious life in India. Rgvidhana describes the
magical effects produced by the recitation of hymns of the Rgveda. All these Vidhana works
are intimately connected with the Vedanga literature. Thus, the Brahmanas which carry
discussions on matters of etymology, metrics, grammar, etc. along with the explanations of the
ritual matters presuppose the beginnings of the Vedanga literature. Although the Anukramanis
and the Vidhanas form no part of the Vedanga literature, still they are inseparable from the
auxiliary literature of the Vedas on account of their close relation with the Kalpa literature. The
analysis of the Rgvidhana gives us an insight into religious and magical practices of that early
period of which we have, unfortunately, few records. The work of the hymns of the RV in the
Rgvidhana for the purposes shown therein has a broad justification. The hymns themselves do
not seem to be primarily intended for these purposes. Their employment is uninterrupted. Now
I take up the magical results obtained either by the recitation of the Rgvedic mantras or by the
offering of a sacrifice to the accompaniment of mantras.

Keywords: Vidhana texts, Anukramanis, Rgvidhana, Ceremonial, Auxiliary literature.
Introduction

There are so many Vidhana texts in the history of Vedic literature. Among them, the
Rgvidhana is more significant as a ceremonial literature. Intimately connected with
the Vedangas and yet a distinct class of literature are the Anukramanis and the
Vidhanas. The Anukramanis give lists of the hymns, the seers, the meteres and the
deities in the order in which they occur in the various Samhitas and the only ones
which are well known are those of the Rgveda.! Saunaka and Katyayana who are
mentioned as authors of the Anukramanis and Prati§akhyas stand out also as authors
of the Vidhana texts. It may be remarked now as to what is the relation between the
Vidhanas and Anukramanis as well as their connection with the Vedanga literature
which was barely hinted earlier. The Vidhanas insofar as they despite numerous
differences, follow the order of the traditional text of the Sarmhitas to which they refer,
can be regarded as a part of the Anukramani literature. Although the Anukramanis
and the Vidhanas form no part of the Vedanga literature, still they are inseparable
from the auxiliary literature of the Vedas on account of their close relation with the
Kalpa literature. Each Veda has many separate Anukramani texts. Arsanukramant,
Chandonukramant, Devatanukramani, Anuvakanukramani etc. are the Anukramanis
of the Rgveda.> Saunaka, Katyayana and Madhava are the authors of the Rgvedic
Anukramanis. Rgveda has two Vidhana texts, they are Padavidhana and Rgvidhana.

Rgvidhana

The term Vidhana is explained in two ways: it means holy practice and is
conterminous with vidhi. We often find Vidhana used in the sense of vidhi in the
Rgvidhana.® Rgvidhana describes the magical effects produced by the recitation of
hymns of the Rgveda. To the RV belongs in the first place the Rgvidhana composed
in the mixed Sloka and Tristubh metre.* There are two recensions of this text: the
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shorter one, which is also the earlier, is named the Kanistha-Rgvidhana or simply
Rgvidhana and the longer one in the typical purananic style is called the Jyestha-
Rgvidhana or Brhad-Rgvidhana.® We are concerned here about the shorter one or the
simply Rgvidhana. The Rgvidhana is divided into four chapters and each chapter in
its turn is divided into Vargas usually of five Slokas. Chapter I has thirty-one Vargas;
chapter II, thirtyfive Vargas; chapter III fortythree Vargas; and chapter IV,
twentyseven Vargas. Chapter IV is followed by the Phalasruti, consisting of three
Vargas or thirteen Slokas. In some manuscripts, the Phalasruti is also called Chapter
V.® The author of the Rgvidhana is Saunaka. The informed facts about Saunaka are
several, but the early persistence of a tradition according to which the Rgvidhana was
considered either to be a work of his or at least to contain some of his views on the
ability of the Rgvedic mantras, is indicated by few passages of the work. This thought
is further claimed by Sadgurusisya in the introductory verses of his commentary
entitled Vedarthadipika to the Sarvanukramani of Katyayana. The Vedarthadipika
was completed about the year 1187 A.D. Sadgurusisya ascribes the following ten
works to Saunaka. They are: 1. The Arsanukramant, 2. The Chandonukramant, 3. The
Devatanukramani, 4. The Anuvakanukramani, 5. The Suktanukramani, 6. The
Rgvidhana, 7. The Padavidhana, 8. The Brhaddevata, 9. The Rkpratisakhya, and 10.
The Smarta work.” Unfortunately, the manuscripts of the Devatanukramani and the
Siktanukramant are no longer extant, though some quotations from the former work
are attached in the Vedarthadipika to the Sarvanukramani. All other eight works are
either published or known to exist in the manuscripts only.

According to the Visnu purana, Saunaka, the author of the Rgvidhana, was the son of
Gritsamada and invented the system of the four levels of human life. Stita mahamuni
narrated mythological stories to a group of sages headed by Saunaka mahamuni.
Saunaka also had a prominent role in the epic Mahabharata. According to the
Mahdébharata, Saunaka was son of Ruru and Pramadvara. The epic Mahdabharata®
was narrated to Saunaka by a storyteller named Ugrasrava sauti during a conclave of
sages headed by Saunaka in a forest named Naimisha. In imitation of Dr. meyer® that
the tenth work of the Saunaka, which that scholar equates evidently with the Smarta-
siitra, is said to have been destroyed by Saunaka himself. This is incorrect because the
stanza which refers to the alleged destruction of the Siitra composed by Saunaka
precedes the stanzas which calculate the ten works of Saunaka and as such the tenth
work could not have been destroyed. Further on, we are narrated by Sadgurusisya that
Katyayana mastered the thirteen works: the ten works of Saunaka and three works of
Aégvalayana. Prof. Max Muller asks us to believe that “Saunaka’s Srauta-sitra could
not have been destroyed at the time of Katyayana.” The use of smartam in its
etymological sense may refer to some Smrti attributed to Saunaka. That the extant
Saunaka- smrti cannot be a work of Saunaka is clear from its contents. It mentions a
very late work like the Prayogaparijata.’® 1 have some suggestions to make on this
difficult problem. The word Saunakiyam in the com. of Sadgurusisya can refer to the
well-known work of that name and if this identification is correct, then the term
Smartam can refer only to the work Saunakiyam'" attributed to Saunaka with which
Rgvidhana has fourteen full stanzas and about twelve hemistiches in common.
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It is, however, to be noted that Saunaka is a generic name and as such it is impossible
to say who the author really was. The expression “$aunakaya namah” occurring at the
end of some of the manuscripts is totally misleading and it may lead one to guess that
Saunaka, to whom the invocation is addressed and the composition of the work is
ascribed, cannot be its real author. But such a view is unjustifiable because the above
expression is not found in all the manuscripts and its very existence in the archetypal
manuscripts remains problematical, if not doubtful. Also, it can as well be ascribed to
the copyists of mss. As is well known, Saunaka himself is cited as an authority in
Rgvidhana. Other authorities quoted are: Kaus$ika (I1.57), Kus$ika (I11.20,66), Narada
(I11.230), Manu (IV.121), Visnu-kumara (I11.230). There is one circumstance about
the authorship of the work that needs to be noted. As a rule, the authorities are cited
in connection with some peculiar efficacy of the Mantras but Visnu-kumara alone
claims that the arcavidhi of Visnu i.e. Purusasitktavidhana was composed by him
after going through a similar work ‘declared by Narada.”'> Now two interpretations
are possible, viz. that Visnu-kumara can be a personal name either of Saunaka, as the
neoteric name is clearly patronymic, or of the author of the Purusasiiktavidhana. The
second substitute appears more reasonable than the first one which entirely depends
on a sudden circumstance. One thing is sure that the author of the Brhaddevata-'
whoever he may be, either Saunaka himself or a teacher of his school, as Prof.
Macdonell'* puts- it must be regarded as the author of the Rgvidhana also. This
conclusion is based on the following facts. Firstly, the Rgvidhana shares two and a
half stanzas with the Brhaddevata. Secondly, the Rgvidhana mentions Stutyadayah'>
in a casual manner, whereas the Brhaddevata illustrates them with quotations and
same is the case with terms like ahanasya, sauparnani, etc. The first section of the
Rgvidhana has purposely, been, made short and concise to avoid repetition of the
matter already dealt with in the first chapter of the Brhaddevata. Thirdly, the linguistic
facts conclusively prove that they are the composition of one author.

The oldest Vidhana text is Rgvidhana. It is composed in mixed Sloka. The Rgvidhdna
is believed to have been composed between 500 and 300 BCE.' The earliest reference
to Saunaka as the author of the Rgvidhana occurs in the Vedarthadipika of
Sadgurusisya. For fixing the date of the Rgvidhana we not need consider any evidence
after the twelfth century. Today, the complete Rgvidhana as we have it, cannot be
later than the eight century A.D.!” follows form the fact that it was made to serve as
the basis for the parallel versions of the Visnudharmottara and the Agni puranas.
Approving a particular period for the Rgvidhana to obtain acknowledgement, we may
set the lower limit at the fifth or the sixth century A.D., when this text attained the
present form. However, we can go still further back and can say with some amount of
certainty that, with the expectation of the sections containing Smrti and Tantric topics
which were undoubtedly added during the early centuries of the Christian era, the Ur-
Rgvidhana was foremost even to the Sarvanukramani of Katyayana. As is well
known, Katyayana had before him the ten works of Saunaka and that the Rgvidhana
being one of them naturally assumes prominence, as it may, perhaps, be the source
from which Katyayana drew his inspiration. The pre-Paninian character of this text
being thus assured, it remains now to consider the ritual facts and the evidence of
metre. The ritual facts of the earlier stratum prove that the rites prescribed therein do
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not differ considerably from that of the Grhya ones and that a date later than that of
the Grhya-siitras must be assigned to our work. The case is entirely different with the
rites of later stratum for, many of newly-added rites do not belong to the ancient
Brahmanical worship, but to the Puranic religion. The metre of the Rgvidhana
embellishes another argument for its high antiquity. For, the large variety of Anustubh
forms support a date not later than 400 B.C. and we shall not be far from the truth if
we place the Rgvidhana between 500-400 B.C. The date, thus arrived at, has the
additional support of Prof. Macdonell who assigned a date about 400 B.C. to the
Brhaddevata, a work which is also attributed to Saunaka. The words Rgvidha and
Rgvidhana occur in the Baudhayana-Dharmasiitra and they are translated as “rik-
shaped passage” and “a prescription consisting of a rik” by Dr. Buhler. Therefore,
Baudhayana knew some work dealing with the ceremonial employment of Rigvedic
verses. Baudhayana has been assigned a date between 500-200 B.C.

The commentator of the Rgvidhana was Matrstinu. He was a native of Northern India.
We know Matrsiinu only from his work which is called Rgvidhanapadaparicika or
simply Padapaiicikda by him. Aufrecht'® imposes the authorship of the
Subodhaparicika, a vedanta work, to him. The title of both the works show that our
commentator had a weird fascination for the word ‘Paiicika’. The Padaparicika is not
a going commentary which explains every word of the text, but gives mostly
explanations of few words or phrases. It should be said to the credit of Matrsiinu'® that
he never fails to give the references to the Vedic passages referred to in the text.

Contribution of the Rgvidhana as a ceremonial literature

The main subject matter of the Rgvidhana is full of magic and rituals. Now I take up
the magical outcomes obtained by the recitation of the Rgvedic mantras. As to the
purpose to be attained by the magical rites. These rites cover the field of possible
wishes. Such As, long life, heaven, wealth, enrichment, peace, child and several
others. Most of which rites have been indicated by Saunaka himself in the introductory
part of the Rgvidhana. According to Saunaka the essence of the ceremonial
performance consists in Japa and Homa and to some extent in the practices of Yoga.
I narrate now the contribution of the Rgvidhana as a ceremonial literature. I also
describe the essential characteristics of the doctrines of the Rgvidhana.

Japa is of three forms: mandra, upamsu and manasa; each succeeding one being ten
times superior to each preceding one. Japa is to be performed sitting on a seat of Kusa
grass. As a matter of fact, the Japa acts an important part in the Rgvidhana. The
Rgvidhana asks a twice-born® person to involve himself with Japa and he is further
told that difficulties can be defeated by muttered prayers and brunt-oblations, I give
here the Sloka.

TEATFEST: STRIT-ATCHT STTE HORI: |

TR IehT WEATgaRe T || 31T |

Homa is necessary in some rites. These rites consist mainly of small sacrifices with
simple ritual in which the offerings are usually rice-mess. The basis of the offering is
ajya,?' ghrta® or sarpis® i.e. melted and clarified butter and when no substance is
specified the offering into the fire is to be clarified butter. A homa must always be
performed with GayatrT verse for the accomplishment of all objects of desire. The
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Rgvidhana asks a twice-born person to engage himself with the Homa?* and to
surmount adversities by means of it, I give here the Sloka.

T AT RETIEHTH: |
o AT  STRAfg S | 3 |

The content of the Rgvidhana is Atharvanic. By Atharvanic we mean those elements
in which the desired result is brought about simply by the power of a muttered prayer.
Only the knowledge of the divinity assures redemption and this is achieved by Yoga?®
disciplines. The regulation of breath plays an important role in the removal of
blemishes. The posture also plays a significant role in these practices. One is asked to
sit in a lotus posture whilst muttering the mystic syllable o7z and to fix one’s soul and
sense-organs in the region of the heart. One is asked to lead the mind gradually above
the heart and fix it in the place between the eyebrows and finally one must cause it to
go to the crown of the head which is declared to be the highest abode of Brahma. The
importance of the Yoga has been given by the Saunaka-

STOTRTHGTERIY : JAATFIte: I |
iy Sfrery STRiResEa |l 3f |

Further, there are many rites in the Rgvidhana to cure various harmful diseases. The
muttering of RV 1.50 destroys heart-disease. The muttering of RV 1.191 prevents the
poison of worms, spiders, scorpions. To remove tuberculosis, one should sprinkle a
tuberculosis patient with a bunch of kusa grass to the accompaniment of RV 10.161
and offer oblations of Ajya into the fire. A tuberculosis patient is made to drink the
milk with residues. Further he is to consume ghee and powder of khadira wood. Also,
two hymns are muttered for becoming healthy as enjoined by Matrsiinu in his
commentary. Further one should worship Sun?® during sunrise, noon, and sunset with
this verse. One should mutter the verse in the night and offer an oblation with this
verse to remain healthy. Here I give the verse.

HATFg e A1 e e |
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There are many ceremonials addressed in the Rgvidhana in relation to destroy utterly
one is enemy. Such As one should recite the hymn of RV 6.48 with grass in hand for
destruction of enemies and demons. During battle the battle drums should be touched
with this verse then the king will emerge victory. Having fasted for three days one
should recite 351 €W~ this hymn for a hundred times. He secures thereby annihilation
of his enemies.

There are many rites addressed in the Rgvidhana for pacification of evil dreams and
repulsion of wizardry. STeaea?’- this verse is muttered in morning after the night when
evil dream was seen for neutralizing the effect of evil dream. Another one verse is to
be muttered before starting journey. He fares well and returns safely. The worship of
Indra®® with sandalwood paste etc., the offering of oblations of gjya to the
accompaniment of RV 8.61 and the presentation of payasa and dadhimantha destroy
fear.

The above components are a special feature of the Rgvidhana. This is also the nature
of the Vidhana text. We find the employment of magic in sorcery, medicine, domestic



174 ANVIKSA « VOL. XLVI « PART I - DECEMBER 2024

rituals in the both Rgvidhana and AV. But the main difference between the Rgvedic
and Atharvavedic magical ritual is that most of the hymns of the of the R} are not
desired for this employment while those of the Atharvavedic are primarily intended
for this purpose. The fact that the employment of Rks in the Rvidh is arbitrary may
lead one to suspect that sufficient indications of such employment are not available in
the hymns themselves. Only in the case of 85 hymns or single verses, we find
indications of such employment. Majority of the Mantras are either misunderstood or
half-understood, or not understood at all. As a result, the role of the Rgvidhana in the
history of vedic literature and as a Vidhana text in ancient Indian society is undeniable.
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CONTEMPORARY RELEVANCE OF PRAYASCITTAVIDHI:
IN THE LIGHT OF SMRTI TEXTS

ANUPAM DEY

Abstract: The Vedas are the original and foundational texts of all Dharmasastra. Vedic
scriptures explore concepts of sin and atonement. Smrti texts, including Manusmrti,
Yajiiavalkyasmrti, Parasarasmrti elaborate on atonement rules. In ancient India,
Prayascitta provided a path to redemption and inner peace for everyone, regardless of past
actions. It aimed to cleanse the mind through penance and rituals. Smrti texts further
defined atonement. Manusmrti categorized offenses with specific atonement, while
Parasarasmrti offered expiation methods based on sin type. Common practices included
confession, penance, and rituals.

The concept of atonement remains relevanttoday. Modern legal systems reflect some ancient
principles. While social norms have evolved, the need to address wrongdoing persists.
Bharatiya Nagarika Suraksa Samhita (BNSS) and The Bharatiya Nyaya Samhita (BNS)
servesas a contemporary response, while Reformatory Homes offer rehabilitation, echoing
the spiritof Prayascitta. Understanding Smrti texts provides valuable insights into the
development oflegal systems. The pursuit of knowledge unlocks the past, and reformatory
programs, like ancient atonement, offer opportunities for rehabilitation.

Keywords: Prayascitta, Manusmrti, Yajiiavalkyasmrti, Parasarasmrti, Bharatiya Nagarika
Suraksa Samhita (BNSS), The Bharatiya Nyaya Samhitd (BNS), Reformatory Homes,
Rehabilitation.

Introduction

The Vedas, ancient and foundational texts, serve as the cornerstone of Indian
civilization and Dharmasastra, the vast legal and ethical code that has guided
Indian society for millennia. These revered scriptures lie at the heart of Indian
religion, offering a rich tapestry of hymns, rituals, philosophical inquiries, and
cosmological narratives. The Vedic canon delves into diverse topics,
encompassing both the non-cognitive aspects of the spiritual realm and the
cognitive principles that govern human conduct. One key concept explored within
the Vedas is sin. Here, sin is understood as an act of ignorance, committed either
intentionally or unintentionally. Importantly, the Vedas not only acknowledge sin but
also illuminate pathways to atonement, providing a framework for rectification and
spiritual renewal. This emphasis on both sin and its corresponding atonement is a
recurring theme found not only in the Vedas but also in the vast array of religious
texts that have emerged throughout India's rich literary history. The concept of
Prayascitta held immense importance in ancient India. It offered a path to
redemption, even for those who had committed serious transgressions. The belief
was that sincere penance, lasting for a specific duration, could absolve sins and lead
to spiritual progress. Atonement wasn't just about external punishment; it aimed to
cleanse the mind and restore inner peace. It provided an opportunity for even
hardened criminals to seek purification andmove towards a better path. Scriptures
emphasized that atonement was accessible to everyone, regardless of past actions. It
was seen as a universal tool for achieving spiritual progress and inner peace.

177
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Defination of Prayascitta

The concept of Prayascitta, widely used in both Vedic and secular literature, refers to
expiation or atonement for sins. To understand its significance, we must delve into
its meaning and historical usage. The word Prayascitti is a comparatively older
word used earlier. “Prayasya Citti-Cittayo ”- The word Prayascitta is formed, as
per this Vartika and “Paraskara Prbhrtini ca samjiayam”(6/1/157)

- According to the sitra, the word Prayascitta is proved to be accomplished.'
According to some, it comes from "Praya" (meaning penance) and "Citta"
(meaning determination or resolve). This interpretation suggests the act of
purifying the mind through penance to rectifysin. However, Sayana, a renowned
commentator, offers a different perspective. He divides Praya into Pra (meaning
to explore) and Ayah (meaning knowledge), suggesting that Prayascitta involves
gaining knowledge to overcome sin.? Harita, another scholar, emphasizes the
purifying aspect of Prayascitta. He views it as acts of penance that cleanse
accumulated sins, similar to how dirt is removed by cleaning.> The concept of
Prayascitta in ancient India offered a framework for atonement and spiritual
renewal. Through various interpretations of its etymology and its emphasis on
penance and self-purification, it provided a path for individuals to overcome their
transgressions and achieve a state of moral and spiritual well-being.

Classification of Sins obtained in Smyrti texts

The Manusmrti holds paramount importance within Dharmasastra, serving as the
foundational text for ancient Indian social, cultural, and political norms.
Encompassing human life from birth to death, it delves into various aspects,
including routine activities like sandhyd-upasana and occasional rituals like
Sanskara. Failure to perform these duties or engaging in forbiddenconduct is
considered sinful. Additionally, attachment to sensual pleasures can also lead to sin.

To combat these potential transgressions, whether committed knowingly or
unknowingly, Manu prescribes atonement rules within the 11th chapter of the
Manusmyrti. This chapter outlines seven categories of offenses (pataka): Maha,
Anu, Upa, Jatibhramsa, Sankarikarana,Apatrikarana, and Malavahapataka.*

Parasara, a renowned scholar of ancient law, authored the Parasarasmrti
specifically for the Kali Yuga, as the text itself proclaims: "Kalau Parasarah
Smrtayah" (The Smrti of Parasara is for the Kali Yuga). It addresses a variety of
subjects, including sin and expiation. Unlike theManusmrti, the Parasarasmrti
categorizes sins into two primary types: Major Sins and MinorSins. Here, sin is
defined as any action that transgresses religious and moral law. The text offersa
comprehensive list of such transgressions, including killing a Brahmin, stealing,
adultery, lying, alcohol consumption, and meat consumption.’

Similar to the Manusmrti, the Parasarasmrti prescribes a range of penances for
different sins.The severity of the penance directly corresponds to the severity of
the offense. Examples of penances mentioned in the text include fasting,
almsgiving, pilgrimages, and leading a life ofausterity. Smrti texts offer various
expiation methods for different sins (patakas), but specifics can vary. Commentators
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like Manu and Parasara provide atonement rules, with some areas ofagreement and
disagreement.

Some Common Atonements

Papa-nivedana: Confessing sins to priests or a sacred fire.

Pascattapa: Deep remorse for wrongdoing and commitment to change.
Prayascitta: Purification rituals or acts, including:

Charity (dana): Helping the under privileged.

Fasting (upavasa): Abstaining from food and drink for set periods. (Examples:
Pada-krcchra,Ardha-krcchra, Ati-krcchra, Candrayana)

Pilgrimage (¢tirtha-yatra): Journeying to holy places for spiritual growth.
Penitence (tapas): Self-discipline practices like celibacy, truthfulness, and service.
Ceremonies (yajiia): Specific rituals for atonement.

Mantra chanting (japa/stotra): Reciting sacred verses for purification.

Among the seven types of pataka mentioned by Manu, the first one discusses the
atonement of the Mahapataka. He means Brahmin killing, forbidden surapana, theft
of Brahmin’s gold, Gurupatnigamana and association with this person afflicted with
Pataka will also be guilty of by Mahapataka.

brahmaha dvadasa samah kutim krtva vane vaset/
bhaiksasyatmavisuddhyartham krtva §avasiro dhvajam//¢

To purify himself, the slayer of a Brahmin must build a hut in the forest and live there
for twelve years, subsisting on alms and using the skull of a dead man as his flag.

Atonement is required for the unintentional killing of a Brahmin by a  Ksatriyas:
Murder, whether intentional or unintentional, regardless of the victim’s caste, is
considered a sin. Atonement is necessary only when a Brahmin is killed furthermore,
if a Brahmin unintentionally kills a person of another caste, atonement is still required.
If a Brahmin unintentionally kills a Ksatriya, Manu provides guidance on the
atonement process.

akamatas tu rajanyarh vinipatya dvijottamaly/
vrsabhaika-sahasra ga dadyat sucarita-vratah//”

The leading Brahmana, who unintentionally causes the death of a Ksatriya, must
conscientiously perform the prescribed expiatory penance and offer one bullock along
with a thousand cows to a Brahmana upon completing it.

Manu described Surapana as a kind of sin. Be it a Brahmin or Ksatriya or Vaisya. He
stated that anyone who consume sura, whether willingly or unwillingly, must atone
for their sin. Firstly, he described the atonement process for a Brahmin who consume
Sura willfully or out of infatuation.

surarh pitva dvijo mohad agnivarnarh surar pibet/
taya sa kaye nirdagdhe mucyate kilbisat tatal//®

The term ‘Guru’ pertains to and Father. The term ‘tantra’ signifies wife. Manu has
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deliberated on the expiation for the Gurupatnigamanarupa pataka. If a disciple had
intercourse with an patni. The initial method of expiation is described as follows:

gurutalpy abhibhasyainah tapte svapyad ayomaye/
stirmi jvalantirh svaslisyen mrtyuna sah visuddhyati//®

If a disciple had intercourse with an patni, he would be punished by lying on a hot
iron bed and embracing a burning iron idol until death. This would atone for his sins.

1. Prayascittavidhi in Ancient and Modern India

The need for atonement is immeasurable in today's social life. Social life has
changed significantly from ancient times, and people commit more forbidden. Sins
than ever before. The Bharatiya Nyaya Samhita (BNS), which was previously
referred to as atonement in the Smrtisastra, is now used to punish these sins. In
ancient times, people acknowledged their sins and made amends through repentance.
Some people even chose to die voluntarily to atone for their sins. However, in
today's complex and dynamic social life, people rarely confess their crimes or
atone for them. According to the Smrtisdstra, if criminals are not forced to atone,
society will descend into chaos. The Indian governance system has tried to curb
crime and maintain peace and order by creating a system based on the Code of
Criminal Procedure and The Bharativa Nyaya Samhita (BNS). The atonement of that
era is highly relevant to the current governance system, and the expiation rules have
been amended in several sections and subsections of the Act.

1.1. Impact of Prayascitta on Reformatory Homes

While the form of atonement may have evolved in modern times, its core principle
remains unchanged, the act of making amends for wrongdoing. This concept finds
a contemporary application in the concept of "reformatory homes," institutions
designed to rehabilitate criminals.

These institutions, exemplified by the four facilities in West Bengal (Lalgola,
Raiganj, Durgapur, and Medinipur), offer a range of programs aimed at fostering
positive change in offenders. These programs typically include education,
vocational training, counseling, and support groups.'” Within the context of
Reformatory Homes, atonement translates to aiding offenders incomprehending
the harm they have caused and providing them with the tools to rectify it. These
institutions play a crucial role by offering opportunities for criminals to learn from
their mistakes and become productive members of society. By equipping them
with the necessary skills and knowledge, Reformatory Homes pave the way for
reintegration and atonement. By providing offenders with the skills and
knowledge they need to succeed in society, ‘Reformatory Homes’ can help them
to reintegrate into society and to make amends for the wrongs that they have
done.!

1.2. Impact of Prayascitta on The Bharatiya Nyaya Sarihita (BNS)

The Smrtisastra considered Brahmanicide a grave sin, but today all homicide is a
crime. Ancient atonements varied by caste, while modern law treats killing
equally.
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brahmahatya surapanam steyam gurvanganagamal/
mahanti patakany ahuh samsargas capi taih saha//'?

The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) reflects this, with Sections 100-102 detailing
homicide offenses. Culpable homicide (murder) carries the death penalty or life
imprisonment (Sections 103- 104).!3

Surapana (alcohol consumption) remains a social problem. While ancient atonements
involved harsh measures, many Indian states today regulate or ban alcohol sales
entirely to combat issues like drunk driving.'* Stealing and adultery were punishable
offenses in the Smrtisastra.

suvarnasteyakrd vipro rajanam abhigamya tu/
svakarma khyapayan briiyad atmanam bhavan anusastv iti//'s

The BNS continues this tradition, with Section 303 outlining theft penalties'®

Smrtisastra texts classified associating with individuals deemed to have
committed serious transgressions as a major offense (Mahapataka). This concept
has a demonstrable parallel in contemporary legal systems, where criminal
conspiracy is a recognized crime. The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) 2024
exemplifies this continuity in Sections 61(1) and 61(2)'” These sections establish
the criminal liability of individuals who conspire to commit serious offenses or abet
criminal activity.

The continued relevance of these ancient legal principles is evident in the
foundation they provide for contemporary legislation. The Bharatiya Nyaya Sarhita
(BNS), Bharatiya Nagarika Suraksa Samhita (BNSS), and a wide range of central and
state laws reflect the core principles enshrined in Smrti texts.

Conclusion

Dharmasastra, meaning "the teaching of righteousness," serves as a reflection of
contemporary society and a valuable resource for understanding religious
practices. It goes beyond mere administration, advocating for Dharma as an
independent science of paramount importance. This system emphasizes ethical and
customary considerations in decision making, leaving the final verdict to judges,
arbitrators or others. Initially, the Smrti texts held less authority compared to the
Sruti scriptures. However, in practical application, they became the primary source
of legal guidance. While not all Smrtis carry equal weight, many that are obscure
and rarely referenced still exist. The complex language of the Vedas, the
foundational texts of Hinduism, presented an obstacle for ordinary people.
Smrtisastra emerged as a bridge, conveying religious teachings in a clear, accessible
manner after the Vedic era. Understanding the Vedas or verifying their
interpretations necessitates studying the Smyrtisastras. Ancient India functioned
under a monarchical system, with governance centered around the king. Modern
India, a democratic republic, relies on a constitution as its guiding principle.
Yet, human fallibility persists. Greed and attachment can lead people astray,
causing them to commit sinful acts (garhitkarma) followed by regret.

The Smrtisastras prescribed penances for atonement, with varying degrees of severity
based on the offense. These concepts find parallels in other religions like Islam and
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Christianity, where penance or divine judgment in the afterlife serve as methods for
addressing sin. Both traditions identify specific grave sins, including pride and
greed in Christianity and neglect of duty, murder, and theft in Islam. Maintaining
social order requires a two-pronged approach: imposing punishment on criminals
and encouraging repentance. Punishment aims to deter crime and encourage
rehabilitation by raising awareness of wrongdoing. This in turn, discourages
others from engaging in prohibited activities due to fear of consequences.The
systems of atonement laid out by Manu and Pardsara, prominent figures in
Dharmasastra, have been adopted and refined by later texts. Notably, these
principles influenced the establishment of the Indian judiciary. The acceptance of
evidence can vary among individuals. However, unbiased research offers a path
towards new understandings. The ISopanisad, a foundational Upanishadic text,
emphasizes this notion in the eleventh mantra: "avidyaya mrtyum
tirtva ' mrtamasnute" (Overcoming death through knowledge). Indian philosophy
encourages the pursuit of knowledge to overcome ignorance and achieve
enlightenment. As such, the pursuit of enjoyment through righteous living has
been a central ideal for Hindus throughout history. This value system has played a
crucial role in the preservation of the Smyrtisastra texts. The respect and application of
Smrtividya (knowledge of the Smrti texts) holds the potential to reveal many
unknown facets of ancient India to the contemporary world.

It is acknowledged that not all offenders are receptive to change. However,
reformatory homes offer a valuable chance for rehabilitation. By fostering personal
growth and equipping individuals with the tools for success, these institutions
empower offenders to make amendsand become better people.
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RGN A P | @A (GO A NPreafem Frfes Ssicafrer et
LTINS I, S AR STGI (John Watson) FIIFIRIES R@rrs
ERE NAIRSTe eifesimy 2 afosive St 1 O @8 S[eEel Ieaam
(Behaviorism) TN &7 | &rell, X9, (voel argfes TLFANCR I Qefera wLRe
NG eI fof (o el wuRmEe STy R azd
IR0 | GEHarwffaE aRer I fofq [fvgsnm Swe Sz ©f 79 - (o
(Observation), 993%= (Conditioning), A% (Testing) 32 AT &fSt@wa (Verbal
report) | U3 TNILAA (AR AL *rofAics HoYe FWEE (Sigmund Freud) TS
RPIF (AT NEADIET O TADRIAR @F Tor 4R TR ICa | FRER 93
Tou RGN WY MA@ @ TRl WA T[T QA T
(Psychoanalysis) FICY 2o | FEC afoifre Streq e Fae wro/@ T2gd | o

WWWNWWWqﬁ@WW|WW
TRFCIR FoF [I4AS8 TR ST #4138, (Tl 29- 91y SR (Free association),

F1¢NFRe (Hypnosis), ¥2 T8¢ (Dream interpretation) 2R7 |

e CFedd WgfTe NARRER ol ST ATE@d CAeted S 40 |
sove BT Feerel Fgfvieera Wi Reiem sgRae fofi aaw s
REIfE AT B FE 932 ET 22 a9 dod Jl, Fare! fyfmeas
FoF VIR TR [FOd B F@E | ARG 997 @F 4 8T
B Q3 IFYACOR | BFO TASTAHCIT Td AT ANl P FFOR
9532 &I, FEFTOR OISR N37IrFe ANS (Indian Psychoanalytical Society) FI=E
TANFG R (" IS 7@ @b e e aeEifes TN Affe
(International Psychoanalytical Association) €< WA w S I | SIS
iy TR EMH@Em soe A It oy s sgde aifes @
3o Indian Psychological Association <IN& WFR Fo« Fd 2, 93 o
sefeast fEfere fe 732 Qe Q@@ Gaed | soob i, FeFre!
ffweee Wi el a@ife EfRen =i gee oreE GeE
ffamrer @ o5 Refwee s @mewmﬁwm
FIA T 2 1 TRefS AN SIS W RefvieTen, wifmpercs @Xwis e e
TR LA THGAFCNT G, TGN, RN ST |

TBCET Q3 TRLENT (FE APBITSA @V (712, SFASACE A (AF T4
SITEABAR IAES (R SRR 3@ GT0Z | SO T 7 ([msarg wefie
FefFel, Jrmel, ARG, TAFTEY (AF AT I OO WHAEE 4R GRS T
WWWWWWWWWW%@WNl Q@AM
HPIG TINTS TCAIRCIACE WA (A AT QR AR [T T 2R I
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JEAE O FEMAF, G ORFOR T AFEA AT AFE ST
THTTERE o TPl (ISR (AFE Bo® W TR | SO FNRmE e
T @ TR RRY ARG IHT IR (R RESCA A weReRe
SAFFIRFRE TF @2 A - T G TR I IFAFRNS° 92 g AR A
ArFeFoL o1 IR 7132 WA NG &SV JCACH | ASFAPTICRA N W2
SRR IBRS!, e F34- R T, S 72 TG 32 T3 (OG-

Y FAGETRY ] Fo] B 1

s Y WA (oG W R e
ERF QR WYRAYS SGAHC7 N ¥ [eeq IRwa 1wy 22 JRkive | Jo=
e oF el wifay arorm 2 ¢ wegod- N il sefEmfa s @i @
T | TR eI i *few S A e I Soed 21 Wegw-
G FAGRCE TN G AEFAGFE NI (@97 (Essence) TR Jerog 1 2ACE -
FIBACY FANTS I TTEN (@3 AN AR | FY7e7-a7 e Twgeifets e
Rrgforaal IR | TTa T8 9 U2 AFFHGa Tomg foeaie | 3jfEq oS @
TRge FEFHEa T2 NG | AFEHGA FAR AT TN G2 [ere 2w
B o1 W S ey @B TEgrefe wwiE e ©dl AN e 7 (1R AR
Yool FeaCA-

FIABACLY TATSS TACT (T8 2T IAAR |
3 I PG TS AR FRCIEL TG (2 17

FFRCE WA o 9P *Afeq I oe AW O 7 T 1 7Y W WP e
o2l Ffeed A6 | T @7 9 fred @2 AP «F 9 9o FA qdi T a@sFacd
o wrefae e 4 e @B 74l o wekefen 7R jfEa [ g
T LAY ©F [IGH ARG Ioq &F - ‘AMAre T4 SWIL " | (W27
AL @ ATIHR TS T T QAR N TH° | SO /777 ARG I
WG T IR | NEAF AL A A TeoAf wefie F @2 e AwhiE eyl
THCERT T2 2N ereead Agos Ty 271 TAF 2@ T A2 SfAIIIRT WG
QREHEN R Soteil 3@ Giiie AF 9IR AOFCE T2 k8 27- Tl
Fewte JEEe | INeN (@F AN ge wRes W weifd §kfw 1 Wes
sefenfRife™ | e feggmmed T TeTR AW AR NG, GiR PR
TECF A T RACR- WA T 1 R B O T eneife”” i wefze 1 ewsife
W I wdiR T @3 TEy-Rey Toime wfvdret ved (A TEge IS IS
[ |

TR (RIS O FHAITEH Wy W AlofERs wigeifs- WAl &I aemmiyafe
@3 TR €3 @, T AWML e T IF 1 TF 24FIE @GR T9E AT
@ AT (AT PO & FACE, (Tl T Fore 3G FFe F-F F A=A oorwe] |
FRAITVCPI e TN RCACR “FNre o Sew R Feae A W, AF 47 el 1 5B
@3 fSTTA M T SRR (Inattention) FIRCE PG @w Wit womd, o
(o2 WA %0 | TTOg OF (AF 1B ([ HFe eOFRIF (Perception) N A2
T A, W2 W I@ A2 A - @RELFECOS WA QB el
ST AN SPIR AT Sge Aae F7 @7 s we
Ao | @Zsrper e veas SR T M3 wdie e ikre s
- WA @ g
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3. A FAANEF ARG 2w T

NCANRRIE SLRAE AGET® 73 Oftsl Ol 41 =Y - AN NI (General
Psychology) @38 SNy WA (Abnormal psychology)! IRy CAIfRsICs
gRers fFroRa ey {8 N A1 Tqered AifE T beace A AL, /Ko,
fowe, ai3fs, Awawal, 2w, aTg defe NARRE FARPIRE (RIS TG T 20
QAP | SIS MR SRR fRerwel et e wges Tt eremres
YR AN ARSI @01 awene difdiss Fred dertead 6, Ired
I, T 0, Y I, IO TAEIG FCE, IroiEs A A7 Haeg Je
fn-afsfaase Teed v @, Ifeem Tt e oo &= G,
FfegRaray odofs TEa wwEa TR NEiRes afseimy ) TR
WefrestcTa fRfRg = @ e REIes o 39 2@ AT | OF L S0 2 -
‘ﬁ%ﬁi@ﬂ ARG (Physiological psychology), @& WA (Comparative
psychology), f@Mrers TCAIR®@H (Development psychology), i@ Stfiee™ (Child
psychology), &g WAIGIH (Personality psychology), W& AR (Social
psychology), JI92fd® WAIfR®M (Practical psychology) 2@ii TEINiEE
TR wiaRee JOaaefd 2@ Geq W9 (Conscious mind), WS N4
(Subconscious mind), ®t6®q N9 (Unconscious mind), W&y [a@d (Personality
analysis), 2 T8 (Dream analysis), I721F (Behaviour), SR4 (Attention), el
(Learning), @9 (Remembering), @9 (Forgetting), &= (Imagination), S«
(Thinking), @ 9f® (Felling), (27l (Motivation) 2AW |

8 e 2 TS TEReEE 1w @ IR 93 b e e ke
A TR AE OF (FI TGN IToR TG [REsaw S 27 ¢ 717 390 @re
AR FIANRE AR TR (@ T (A G & SN AN [y sig
AT Fel [AMPAGC AT TGRS TR | 7ga7-47 087 ALY [HPrEgTe
TABCGH T, I O ACAH GG (q@lfed [ AR | NI A A
o 0 ST AerEgre w8 71 G ST AN W o e sifon e
AER-

TeFIATO! YRS A< O F&7 SLALANS |
v (Eifee enferase wrm qws g 1 17

T AN FAOIFECS (Conscious) f@TTRT @ F-IYRTNSHFTS @9 77,
5% (w2 7Y w2 FEREITS'S (Subconscious) FF GTCA TR FeHREE Tt I |
@3 IR W& N (Perceptive faculty of the intelligent soul) TS wfefzs 71
TA® | 92 WA (SRSTICRR N (Eoiforamel qefie eFHFa dFHF | @ATOIR I
ol WefEY el drorRieaed Y F@TTIed FRITE ANl U Sv 2,
5% cov2 7ARECS fogfire ufFe EewRa~ braa aersa Ru"=a baa
Y 3@ AT | 93 AN 26 e TI-GRId dFE O (Foed o4id | f5g @3
AFTH IR VY I AFALF G4 Ol ROAGHTE ol I3 T S Fepiereiat
TGS T(A, O3 FoTl TRCR - ST I8 FTEgg’ |
TR ADIST (AN G A TR AR FHCHCAD AR THACTD
(Volitional faculty) ¥ a0 SCeAToTe 41 BRCR-

Q@ TG e qeew Fofe Rmeay die
T TGS LI T T fiEgRE 1
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T ICEEE AR @ AT FEE TP I O G2 THACR AR fTafge =@
@ ATE | 93 THAGE 7R3 (2l 2@ Ty, G, T o2 Ifawe Jfested T
R TITACRE SO T T | 98 TH A@eFA! e ogmeed M 973,
& @R © AT TS GIZIT FC | THATR I3 AYAS A8

qQEfFF (&9 (Motivation) W FCT @T € (2T WF 2B I 1 O3 i W
TR @ ERRS FEE TPIER G T ES FEOFIR TGRS @ | T
WAfeetae caFel 9@ @M =2W- ‘A motive is any particular internal factor or
condition that tends to initiate and to sustain activity’w

TS WCTE OOF foF @ aitEna R 2R, Gl 2@- @ W9 d I
(Cognition), (6®% ¥4 A SE& (Recollection) @2 gfoww A g
(Retentions) |

IRAWATS (5ol o5 Irepifoaeayo oey |

T 4TS P I fFace ooy We Riawgws 1 1°°
adie T AFPHA (1R Aol AT, ANACE Ty TAY AS wLR AeTS
28 27 7 G FALFH (6O T 4R RS QG (I I 7% 27 71 9 gfoas
mwwﬁ#mwm|mewwwmwmwaw & 3

7 LA JET ZRCE | TG T 2 2 N @i I WA 4 e R
cwwm@ﬁwmwmﬁw*@Wwﬁ*mm,@?awm
(eifeRee MY T @R A ANTR AS@F SAENE TGOS IR | IGrIr-aF
TR S T80gd [RPICE MNe Ty TE O I RCA@T 9R
FOIGIITRCE SGRITTR & (&S FE WS #© ICA-

I3 AT TATGR Aol {23
RIS R j@aﬂaaﬂv—«u“

U G2 TTEGE AANCSCGH M Y& I NP AqNceniiors e s Jifze
FE AGANCE &S - YOS T1 AL (AT A3 A | FoR *" |

Fygargrier whe 3wy ¢ Regas AR gfaa w2 @rga Agraen e Tyo
AR -

a3few ffew SR Swew

TH (R @ @ fas A o AR 5

o T9 A e TREFACIR GF T @A TJoqe Rl AHa-F 7 =7
e AHR A G2 [TEPTCRA @I SN A AT | A A@CH gowcTa Srweey
T AR - T Ao oz T e, wdfie gfoxerz swermel @l @+ w1
IR | G ATNOrF OfE P weswace fFe @ s wefie qraemfes s, aid
¢ Ffarfene g I JeReE oRmea @ [ w5 emi ) {F—EW
e ¢ FHEE T [E sifere wRm @ SRR o f=fore s@-

4ol T YIFACS Tseiiefaafare

@emRferaen gfes w1l g 1
Afgd! yfex T 1 e AEhre ¢ obre (fs fEw @ 2 ke ¢fe
¢, od 32 I LT AG T, WAReTT e yfelfe afe i, w7, i,
TRHM 8 TeoiF ! NAHE KR (Psychological disorders) &% 2 ¢ |

TE e oTe, IHfein T I9WE, Toe 8 ofEr foq IR o Y
TTeHfed wel foaaieRe [Ran a7d FACe WHW - @M YeR 9

@g
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AfgeRIeared T Hrgere TN QI EMA I 2RCR - ACE GOk BIRe Al
TN RS | GRTIS AR OF O H6 I8 I4 2R O T4 W AR S
Tew AR @ W AN A NS FE GG (AfFe I 0 (one
RN AFNCF ©fF FAead *fe aral fcea e vifere 1 weg e 1R
2qfe (@ wo AT THER 7 IS W (18 2E T RACR-

TARA TG FRRceerfediien 271
Teaifon: mieEe Giiee ey W73 Femgas 1 1Y

Qe ARSI TEE @I @SR QIEhT S =W, gRerad
TARGRIR (12 79y (&E I I3 e -

T (o0 T4 wipen Tw e |
ey WrelR T [ 2R I

A FAR IR QL |
el Syt v afemn qm ™

wdie w4, o5, &, 7=, fe, s, wfe ¢ wimfen afeyfma ww 2R @7 o
I 1 Ty wEsHAS A2 O ARG Jfaa e T 2ACR | WA,
o8, «RaRS! I, TEEfes, gfs, 4fs, s, xxemife, ufe, aid, @=m, @, [my, sm-
feaim Tepfvr TR Te TesFace famme | TeEe Y Bafe vt | vz
WY T G T TS #few I 2@ 1 % asgend »ergrmas e [y 1w
e e 0 @4 MR fom fon wgamieas S vfeeive 27 1 et I AP
3w, wwg, R, @, o, §fs, wiyfe, &, &, S 2o 7o w27 og 172
foq foq @o - w3 =g b gmiam feagfegideireerdm a3
AW AITE * Wa TS wgeer Srad s wiwe emifas wea (oie |
IR FOHE A7 AGAND @G qAwE I sfheq A7, EFefd z@-
Gl (Consciousness), W (Direction), &M (Sagacity), &% (Intelligence),
(34T (Retention), E@ (Perception), i% (Steadiness), S (Thought), ST (Power of
Thinking), §f® (Distress), "® (Recollection), &8 (Will), @@ (Application), &
(Vitality), 1N (Desire) 4R ¥ (Obedience)- TTORMIR TACHOR  ALGITaATCEIE
e ewmime o viRdfefedTa gfes =gfes =g wemye Ien ™ e
SAeISI e AR SAfe™ | T F @Te A @, FTEINRE Nifeaie
SICTibe o Ty wrg Aifes ¥ O Sl siaeiaa f@wmee! K R |
o A A 9% SeEsar Ai@w a3k wfae g @ get wwendf e wehiR
el (eI YBPd (2 |

©, @V 8 FANCIfEET

TERE AR wiebe w47 @3 T2gsd ©g 2 7deg e ¢ e
TIIR NG| [RIFIAN (Foq TZIE FART I 27 | 7R A o fugrR @st
VO (o @I ACE A o Y@ g ¥ A A1 TR A wae @B 42 whZR
TS EfAfEe SFR ¥ G AT | SO T FLACE (e [T2F FFANG N
A 1 A dfomsl e WP Jiew o, JI2 9L SR A IS AP -
Tares 7AW SN T TWe® TIER WA @A WHEA, JIR 8 SRQME =7
@12 ©OiiE FAFA Wfore 21 WGA (Illusion) G3R T AR (Hallucination)
sefie 7o 72| iy WEifeie o ¥ 29 e e wawive aemefs
biaeidf F9F UF 2[eS! - ‘The dream is the (disguised) fulfilment of a (suppressed,
repressed) wish™®.
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e fafky ogR ow 39 s, @ ¢ J3fe | wiae o=k heams W 7=
(Vlsual) 9 (Audltory) [q (Tactual) T 7Fe 4 Ao AfeFHA (Image)
T A, 58 FmegE a7 wiq effSdmiel (Visual imagery) T4 Fta wq
@%@MNWW@W 78, S, (FY, 3, e Fejii Sged A,
- TN (G 27 TR (@ 7 Afoere 2@ AT, oI T SIZR ©f
AT A - W T GEAfN q ereafionyre™ | 5y el @@ M 9w w@wes
o 98 e e mie gneaR dfeers e |

FLCI07 FAT FHE AR ™8 O 91 T TR QIR *I[F 8 W GeFC2AA &
Ao ie ATy STl T TR -

@ 7 SR T Yool FRANTOSI= 721
T (o Wt TNg fPrerzee=y 1 1%

Y A TS T Y, M GRS A IO 1 T MO TS TOTFA I TAR, G
SR €3 (@ G ‘ORI 2R @R 2fReTed offs Twe w4 2wz | adie wias
SER TR Wqed (AF TRAY ANIRY B6R, FINA, I NG @A
I I, %mﬁﬁmewqum—wuﬁwmw
&2 AT (o7 T4 (ATF A (IS AGod A ©f S SRZR OLY I [ FANCH
©f AMReAFI® 27, AT TR FAT TSNS & AR | GeAAE HAMF @R WA
I FIFA S T Y AL T 20 - 7 (8 79 wferar arzgis @i 1wy
T | 7eRA WET O QRPN TP - @I Tt

8. @% ¢ e wEifeas

TS TG @36 Taros (a8 26 T [(e *[1iwa qeRea e
AN S TP [RERETRd $be a1 e @R Twee. qrife s
THIF @ I 5 (ST AT FFre | QA G en eI QNI A
T (@, OISR *F 7R T i oifgs [eawt ol 72 =7, 58 WA J=ieEs
G SRR (I SRUTEel G Wi 6 (37 #g7 @92 ek SEes
AW FEERCIF @Il I9 (A0S 21 (@ (@ (e VA OGS QA &l 2 ©f 73,
WWWQW%WWW@WW&W?@@ @AW TR
| FYARHET e TEADIELAS® @3 WFeHs ©ig ArwR et e wefav s
TGP N AT T AT 2 GBS (I GECelbe 2F | TTECga
Terel A FeIRAFACT (Hypnotize) AR TN TCE TGS FCE NS
T i e ©IF (B8 g7y Ao 2, 32

o Sl e WihT W foewforefere |
WWWEO@WWW&W

iR Sify ot T 7| OE TGS a7 IR, AN bred W e he
@ @ei o T aift SN Tge FhE wes O Sne S I
NE F2 G0N | T THGCS AATAHCAR I8 SRLFA NS A 1 (@ VAR
(Psychiatrist) TN SRR, TR T s A AETANG @ THoelE
RTERel 53F TR afifd (Counselling) AR NHH TobE I A | 5% (oxmz
T N@EBree TTE0gd el ¥y afege TMhe Ffe [Rf*E Ewe Fmee ogge
TR T AT @M TE TGS FC SWASH ST WL @M 0 et
R4 @)

TIAFEN T o @ BfFT omfe 2o afewq sifafe a1 ggnibfee
7o | 3TTE OFT A6 Mesmerism N A 1 9B Weifce 3T AmeR
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TAIHRERTE FIe oA IR (Franz Anton Mesmer) &2 O3 A&ied &bF T |
o8 Termien Wi RMTAgER sfiedl A0 Hrg7 ol FIC7er @B “Tafeq I
e -

T (T 20! TR (3 GG |

e (7 Rerearaen: fAaifesfag 1 1%

TEIOHIe WemTAene o Qr5s 2Tt |

ARG § SO Cgret e 1%

T @ @M @2 TNE 9T T8 TR ghe ERMEE, 9N 967 78 enedy
adie Trepifa Gof t ANGRE | 92 A T8 WY SFh wraR ae o, ooy @3
(TA * HeM FEOFIR AT @ AT @7 AP 20| JOAR G eI
e 7=t wEfer faf4g Ton zwsw e @ifst com afewq (=) Fafz 1 @7 Sieed
9% @ SgTEE Al Pl e *[eE @WifeS (Sensation) IR 1 GTHA TS
W AT *REE SBCS (Nerves) S 212 T 2T, T SR ISt ©F
PR COIGT 1 TR @M A @ Wea Rgesaera W %S wqgs =0 A qw A
@A T @ N FORE FE@ (OF 1 GPTIS ([FW ADGLA, NfAfpfee,
TEFHET aefs ieeaien Srae «eql IR, A NAHRE FTe! AW FACS AR |
¢. TR

Toife REET (A a9 TR Toqre zre A @, R fe S
4 A &ATEFE (AL AR | ST WA AR AT OGRS
T TTBGEE ATOIE 24 Taes | aFm SfEE W T 29 441w, Toa 998
gy *feq 7R 3w e T TAMA I ACE | ¥y ©IR T WA TE
“fes qaR afke fegemees 21 Temie T o sgnred aefee
1 e TTeifge f[apa Soere =31 T8ige el 4R (F1 Jo7e Sifgs [eapan
TG AP TTBCGH [CIBAF N AT F@ TP1e aiFgqe!, e pify ot
e g SoMiee o1 rase AfSsive Seee | e 74+ fEsrsr oreres
I O GG TN AL I Wefaerae wfeaas sfeq Hrea agfe
TEARZ @RIF B3 FCE AF O3 TTBGE (Y A2 | oI [@AMPAGE Toetah
TREIGE e Q47 (I @PIAFaA TRT-qPieaE {77 731 &ivs eaifeas
T O ARG ST AR Iz W2 [ 2w Stz wres @
@S It @A, MG dfeiime Jaergd (@i ¢ AT TP el
GRAAE Tho BeFEE afs oafa T4

Tareifer

Y Cf7, 2/8/¢
GO So/o31

. Y@ CAHTTT, b /08|
G, ©/55¢/38 1

. G, 55 /5/C |

. 9797, So/535/81

. FYIET, 35/CR/S |

. W77, 50/535/%1

T L E A ® G p v
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S, CMAY JrAY, SR/

So.

.

R

20,

°8.

3¢.
oY,
°Q.
b
.
Q0.

Q0.

22
9,
38.
se.
v,
LA,
W,
5.
Yo,
.
o3,
O\,

08,

e

oY,
09,
Obr,
5.
8o,

83.

8.

oG G790/ |

N7 JTY, S//55 1

TN W GEafey | Cefeni J1A 9/a/5 /R

©79, 58/9/3/901

FHFYE G, 5[/

MR JIA, SR/

G, ©08/5 1

7, 08/ |

Guilford, J.P.. General Psychology. D. Van Nostrand Company, Inc. 1961, P. 91.
TG, 08/ 91

Sy

BT, 55/

SN, Sbr /0 |

79, Sbr/09 |

Y AP GO (TACOLG | T TR gfog Al #Hie AT 11 B Sbr/08 |
TN F2A TR (<R MR e B 1 7 el gyt 4fes A A SRE 11 o, sh/oe |
TG, ©8/8 |

297, So/Cbr /51

TG, 08/ |

G, /85 /5-2 1

o JIT, 8/8/0/51

FIHFYF G, S/ ¢/

PEIETIE, O3/

I, u/8¢ /R

CASE, ST AT | Fe7/a77 Frere! ; JG! A=-eETH, 200¢ 1 7. voq |

. Freud, Dr. Sigmund. The Interpretation of Dreams. New York: The Macmillan Company,

1913. P. 136.

3%, AN | TR FAITO! : AGCE, 0301 . €51
Y7, A/505/5 |

©r7q, L/8Y/S |

JITT, S/ /s

O, Su/e /R0

T, @/55/5

O, b/58/1
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89, 797 S0/Y0/SX; FIFTT, 8/59/u

88. 777, S0/>09/q; GULTT, 8/59/ 1

fifoe ageifer

gYTTs (TR - I Ts @FEEeE: [epgaew & olig TegE,
SOVOo-L8 |

N7 Gl ST IRL7R: o™, 20221

CATIT AFITT (Sl H-0) | AT, FF G | FASTO!: TrRIL I, 2020 |

7T e! (AFSTTNSIIA S GG 1 Al (A TG TG, S50 |

TG, Al | ey STl JAG! T @A 2iZte &3, sove |

[AWA | THFATe [, AFGEILE ] | Fhererel: *fTaea (@5, 580 |

TG Felzwr O, ARG (T | FAFTS!: 2% AT, Sdbo |

TR T, FIFS!, FIN Tl | & w™ ALZA, SvLy |

STl FIN AR | )Ty O [77FE AR SFF (NI, 5589 |



it et wfewte ot ¢ iFas oo
S G

TSR SR 9 THRER &) SRR Areiead weifaed | IR @ REws o SwEiee
O O ST W@ AR | A OFOR SRR Th wes ¥ e Ol | W O
e @ wafs ey Gift 2 (12 ORR Ieael | FIRe (I O @Ko FACS 20 ©F Jeaet
QI S | TON 2[CHA ol WDy Kaw (@rag SirEsE S &% oAl JFAIE
AoFwet M R S 9F R 7eq W W1 RFS 9N 43I o @fS Ferpefmest
el 7971 FoTe OB O e (I AR W fFdiwe ararag fwime gqe e
I ETE | G2 IS AED FEbe aferEdelns oml 8 FFacE AfFns *AEwae o3
4 TR | wferErdef bR v @ Tt Mdhe Fae 68 F9 TR O T4 AT
(ATF VI A0 O | GR QA @ RAnel $oa aieEeie F49 (68 F41 2R0E Gref =,
fifre aferEdsf F oFEs o e T *Wes, welm IFad, 6 4= SR
To el aferef e e A 797 ¢ @ 3 @F @R [« afey @ ek
@ (@ A AW AN AT AR GTef AATE Ao ¢ srarefgs o R

IS *I%: CINLA, 0, 7] QCBIDA, (FYAB |

Tfng f€ifae TaeE Qe AT (ATF TN AGRE ACHT T4 IRAF ASAL 213!
qez, T @3 IDNRYF GfSTAT AENG T4 92 TG ARPIE 78I 97, ©i A1
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